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f To the Right Honorable 


| John Lord Sommers, 


Baron of Evesham. 


MY Lo Rp, 
Ir was Your LORDSHIF's 
opinion and encouragement that 
occaſion'd the firſt appearing of 
this Poem in the Folio Edition, 
V hich from thence has been ſo 
Vell receiv'd, that notwithſtan- 


ding the price of it was four ti- 
| a3 


mes greater than before , the 

ſale increas d double the number 
every year. The Work is now 
generally known and eſteem'd; 
and J having the honor to hear 


Your LorDsHiyſay, that a 


{maller edition of it would be 
grateful to the world, immedia- 
tely reſoly'd upon printing it in 
this volume, of which I moſt 
humbly beg Your acceptance 
from 


My L ORD 3 
Your Lordship's 


ever obliged ſervant, 


ant: 


— 
— 


True LIFE or 


M. JOHN MILTON, 


Ko Dd — — ͤ— 


Mr. JOHN MILTON. 


F RO Ma family, and town of his name 
in Oxfordshire , our Author deriv'd his deſ- 
cent; but He was born at London in the Year 
4608. The Publisher of his Works in Proſe 
(on whoſe veracity ſome part of this narra- 
tive muſt entirely depend) dates his birth two 
years earlier than this: but contradicting 
himſelf afterwards in his own computation , 
I reduce it to the time that Monſieur Bayle 
hath aſſign'd ; and for the ſame Reaſon which 
prevail'd with him to aſſign it. His father, 
John Milton , by profeſſion a ſcrivener, liv'd 
in a reputable manner on a competent eſtate, 
entirely his own acquiſition ; having been 
as 
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early diſinherited by his parents for renoun- 
cing the communion of the Church of Ro. 
me, to which they were zealouſſy devotci, 
By his wife Sarah Caſton he had likewiſe one 
daughter, nam'd Anna; and another ſon, 
Chriſtopher , whom he train'd to the practi- 
ce of the Common Law ; who in the Great 
Rebellion adher'd to the royal cauſe : and in 
the reign of King James II. by too caſy a 
compitance with the doctrines of the Court, 
both religious and civil, he attain'd to rhe 
dignity of being made a Judge of the Com- 
mon Pleas; of which he dy d deveſted not 
long after the Revolution. | 
But JO HN, the ſubje& of the preſent 
eſſay , was the favorite of his 1..:hcr's hopes; 
who, to cultivate the great genius which 
early diſplay'd itſelf , was at the expenſe of 
a domeſtic Tutor : whoſe care and capacity 
his Pupil hath gratefully celebrated inan ex- 
cellent Latin Elegy; the fourth in the pre- 
ſent collection. At his initia- 

An. Stat. 12, tion He is ſaid to have apply'd 
himſelf to Letters with ſuch 
indefatigable induſtry, that he rarely was 
prevail'd with to quit his ſtudies before 
midnight: which not only made him fre- 
quently ſubje& to ſevere pains in his head; 
but likewiſe occaſion'd that weakneſs in his 
eyes, Which terminated in a total privation 


| 
N 
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of ſight, From a domeſtic education He 
was remoy'd to St. Paul's School, to com- 
plete his acquaintance with the Claſſics un- 
der the care of Dr. Gill : and aſter a short 
ſtay there, was tranſplanted to | 
hriſt's College in Cambridge, An. Ætat. 15. 

where He diſtinguish'd himſelf 

in all kinds of Academical Exerciſes. Of 
this Society He continued a Member till 
He commenc'd Maſter of Arts : and then 
leaving the Univerſity ,, He return'd to his 
father; who had quitted the 

town, and liv'd at Horton in An. Zrat. 23. 
Buckinghamshire ; where He 

purſu'd his ſtudies wich unparallel'd aſſiduity 
and ſucceſs, 

Alfter ſome years ſpent in this ſtudious re- 
tirement, his mother dy d: and then he pre- 
vail'd with his father to gratify an inclina- 
tion He had long entertain'd of ſeeing fo- 
reign countries. Sir Henry Wotton , at that 
time Provoſt of Eaton Colle- 

ge, gave him a letter of ad- An. rat. 30, 
vice for the direction of his 

travels: but by not obſerving * an excellent 
Maxim in it, He incurr'd great danger by 
diſputing againſt the ſuperſtition of the 
Church of Rome, within the verge of the 


+ x penſieri ſtretti , ed il viſo ſciolto. 
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Vatican. Having employ'd his curioſity 
about (a) two years in France and Italy, on 
the news of a civil war breaking out in 
England , He return'd ; without taking a 
ſurvey of Greece and Sicily, as at his ſetting 
Out the ſcheme was projected. (b) At Paris 
the Lord Viſcount Scudamore , Ambaſſador 
from King Charles I. at the Court of Fran- 
ee, introduc'd him to the acquaintance of 
Grotius ; who at that time was honor'd 
with the ſame character there ly Chriſtiana 
Queen of Sweden, In Rome, Genoa, Flo- 
rence, and other cities of Italy, He con- 
tracted a familiarity with thoſe who were 
of higheſt reputation for w:t and learning: 
ſeveral of whom gave him very obliging 
teſtimonies of their friendship , and eſteem, 
whi ch are printed before his Latin Poems, 
The firſt of them was written by Manſo 
Marquis of Villa, a great patron of Taſſo, 
by whom he is celebrated in his (c) Poem 


(a) Et jam bis viridi ſurgebat culmus ariſtd , 
Er totidem flavas numerabant horrea meſſes, . 5 « ; 
Nec dum aderat Thyrſis: paſtorem ſcilicet illum 
Dulcis amor Muſæ Thuſci retenebat in urbe. 
| Epitaphe Dam, 
(b) Defenſio Secunda. Pag. 9 6. Fol. 
(e) Fra Cavalier magnanimi , e corteſt , 


Reſplende il Manſo . . . Lib. 20. 


ion. 


Mr. Joun Mrr rox. Kii 
on the Conqueſt of Jeruſalem. It is highly 
probable that to his converſation wath this 
noble Neapolitan we owe the firſt deſign 


which M1tToxN conceiv'd of writing an 
Epic Pocm : and it appears by ſome Latin 


verſes addreſs'd to the Marquis with the title 
of Man ſus, that He intended to fix on King 
Arthur for his heroe : but Arthur was re- 
ſerv'd to another deſtiny ! 


Returning {from his travels An. tat. 32. 


He found England on the 


point of being involv'd in blood and confu- 
It ſeems wonderful that one of fo 
warm , and daring a ſpirit, as his certainly 
was, shou'd be reſtrain'd from the camp in 
thoſe unnatural commotions. I ſuppoſe we 
may impure it vholly to the great deferen- 
ce He paid to paternal authority , that He 
retired to lodgings provided for him in the 
city: which being commodious for the re- 
ception of his ſiſter's ſons, and ſome other 
young Gentlemen, He undertook their edu- 
cation : and is ſaid to have form'd them on 
the ſame plan which He after wards publish'd, 
in a short tractate inſcrib'd to his friend Mr, 
Hartlib. 

In this philoſophical courſe He conti- 
nued without a wife to the year 1643; when 


He marry'd Mary the Daugh- 


ter of Richard Powell of Fo- An. Etat. 35, 
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reſt· hill in Oxfordshire : a Gentleman of eſta. 


te and reputation in that county; and of 
| nag. ſo very oppoſite to his Son- in- 

aw that the marriage is more-to be won- 
der'd at, than the ſeparation which enſu'd, 
in little more than a month after she had 
to habited with him in London. Her deſer- 
tion provok'd him both to write ſeveral 
treatiſes concerning the doctrine, and diſci- 
pline , of Divorce; and alſo to make his 
addreſlcs to a young Lady of great wit and 
beauty : but before he had engag'd her at- 
fections to conclude the marriage - treaty , 
in a viſit at one of his relations He found 
his Wife proſtate before him, imploring 
forgiveneſs and reconciliation. It is not to 
be doubted but an interview of that nature, 
fo little expected, muſt wonderfully aſfect 
him: and perhaps the impreſſions it made 
on his imagination contributed much to 
the painting of that pathetic Scene in * 

ARADISE Los E, in which Eve addreſ- 
ſeth herſelf to Adam for pardon, and peace. 
At the interceſſion of his friends who were 
preſent , after a short reluctance He gene- 
rouſſy ſacrific'd all his reſentment to her 
Cars. 


* Book X. page 33. ver. 29. 


9 \ 
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| Soon his heart relented 

* Tow'rds her, his life ſo late, and ſole delight 
* Now , at his feet ſubmiſſive in diſtreſs ! 

; 


: 
: 


50 after this re- union, fo far was Hg 
tom retaining an unkind memory of the 
ovocations which He had recery'd from 
Er ill conduct, that when the King's caufe 
was entirely oppreſs'd, and her father, vho 
had been active in his loyalty , was expos'd 
td ſequeſtration; Mix ro receiv'd both 
kim and his family to protection, and free 
entertainment, in his own houſe, till their 
affairs were accommodated by his intereſt 
im the victorious faction. 
For He was now grown 
famous by his polemical An, rar, 41g 
Writtings of various kinds, | 
and held in great favor, and eſteem, by 
thoſe who had power to diſpoſe of all pre- 
ferments in the State. Tis in vain to dis- 
ſemble, and far be it from me to defend, 
his engaging with a Party combin'd in the 
deſtruction of our Church and Monarchy, 
Yet, leaving the juſtification of a miſ-gui- 
ded fincerity to be debated in the Schools , 
may I preſume to obſerve in his favor, that 
his zeal, diſtemper'd and furious as it was, 


docs not appear to have been inſpirited by 


ſelf· intereſted views! For it is affirm'd > 
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that though He liv'd always in a fruga 
xetirement, and before his death had iſ. 
pos'd of his library ( which we may fuppoſ: 
to have been a valuable collection) He le- 
no more than fifteen hundred pounds behin; 
him for the ſupport of his family : an 
whoever conſiders the Poſts to which H. 
was advanc'd, and the times in which He 
enjoy'd them, will I believe confeſs FE: 
might have accumulated a much more ple»: 
tiful fortune: in a diſpaſſionate mind it wi! 
not recuire any extraordinary meaſure 
candor to conclude, that though He 2bod: 
in the keriraz? of Oppreſſers , and the (poi! 
of his country lay at his feet, neither |; 
conſcience, nor his honor, cou'd {tcop t 


gather them. 


A Commiſhon to con iy. 
An. Etat. 42. te him Adjvrant-General : * 

Sir William Wallern was pte 
mis d; but ſoon ſuperſeded by Waller's bein 
laid aſide „ when his Maſters thought it pro- 
per to new- model their army. However, 
the keenneſs of his Pen had ſo effectually re. 
commended him to Crom ell's eſteem, the 
when he took the reins of government inc 
his own hand, he advanc'd him to be Lat: 
Secretary, both to himſelf and the Parlia- 
ment: the former of theſe preferments He 


enjoy'd both under the Uſurper, we þ1 
Son; 


1 


ö 
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ruga, 
| 15 Bon; the other, till King Charles II. was 
poſ: reſtor d. For ſome time He had an apartmeut 
e let Ker his family in Whire-hall ; but his health 
chin kequiring a freer acceſſion of air, He was 
. ani blig'd to remove from thence to lodgings 
i H: Which open'd into St. James's Park. Not 
h He Jong after his ſettlement there, his wife dy'd 
„ B. in child-bed: and much about the time of 
pler. her death, a Gutra Serena, which had for 
t will Teveral years been gradually increaſing, to- 
ire ©: tally extinguish'd his fight. In this melan- 
„bel cholic condition he was eaſily prevail'd with 
(poi: Ws think of taking another wife ; who was 
er! Catharine the daughter of Captain Woodcock 
op . of Hackney and she too, in leſs than a year 
ter their marriage, dy'd in the ſame un- 
abi ſortunate manner as the former had done; 
ral! And in his twenty third Sonnet He does ho- 
is pre. Bor to her memory. | 
peine Theſe private calamities 
it pro- Fere much heighten'd, by An. car. 52. 
as the different figure he was 
ly re Bkely to make in the new ſcene of affairs, 
1, thi ogy was going to be acted in the State, 
at in or, all things now conſpiring to promote 
Lan We King's Reſtoration , He was too conſ- 


Parlia- Cious of his own activity during the Uſur- 
nes He one's to expect any favor from the 
ind Cron: and therefore He prudently abſ- 

Son 


1 
* 


bonded 'till the Act of Oblivion was pu- 
Jome I, | b 
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blich'd ; by which He was only render'd 
incapable of bearing any office in the Na- 
tion. Many had very juſt eſteem of his ad- 
mirable parts and learning , who deteſted 
his principles; by whoſe interceſſion his 
Pardon paſs'd the Seals : and I ish the laws 
f Civil Hiſtory could have extended the 
bench: 0! that oblivion to the memory of 
his guilt , which was indulg'd to his perſon; 
ne tanti facinoris immanitas aut extitiſſe, aut 
non vindicata fuiſſe , videatur. 

Having thus gain'd a full protection from 
the Government , which was in truth more 
than he cou'd have reaſonably hop'd) He 
uppcar'd as much in public as he formerly 
us'd to do; and employing his friend Dr, 
Paget to make choice of a- third conſort, 
vn his recommendation He married Eliza- 
beth the Daughter of Mr. Minshul a Cheshir: 
Gentleman, by whom He had no iſſue, 
Fhrœe daughters by his firſt wife were then Wt 
living; the two elder of whom are ſaid to} Wa 
have been very ſerviceable to him in his for 
ſtudies, For, having been inſtructed to pro- ten 
nounce not only the Modern, but alſo thefagd 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages; theyſ#Ia) 
read in their reſpective originals whateve. Bec 
Authors He wanted to conſult; though 
they underſtood none but their mother- 
tongue, This employment, however; walfs * 
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too unpleaſant to be continued for any long 
proceſs of time; and therefore He diimiſs'd 
them to receive an education more agreea- 
ble to their ſex, and temper, 

> We come now to take a ſuryey of him 
in that point of view, in which He will be 
look'd on by all ſucceeding ages with equz! 
delight, and admiration. An interval or 
above twenty years had ela- 

psd lince He wrote the Mask 4 
Comus, L' Allegro, II An. tar. Go 
enſeroſo , and + Lycidas ; 7.295 
U in ſuch and an exquiſite 

ain! that though He had left no other 
monuments of his Genius behind him, his 
ame had. been immortal. But, neither the 
mirmities of age and conſtitution , nor the 
wciſhtudes of fortune, cou'd depreſs the 
vigor of his mind; or divert it from cxecu- 
ting a deſign He had a long conceiv'd of 
writing an Heroic Pocm, The Fal of Man 
vas a ſubject which He had ſome ycars be- 


in his fore fix d on for a Tragedy, which He in- 
o pro- tended to form by the models of Antiquity :. 
ſo cheſend ſome , not without probability, ſay the 
s; they 42 open'd with that Specch in the fourth. 
hateveſPeok of PARADISE Lesr, ver. 32, Wich 
though audreſs'd by Satan to the Sun. Were it: 
nother- 


er; Wai 0 - Par, Loft, B. Je Page 100. ver. 4. 


3.2 


xx The L II I of 


material, I believe I cou'd produce other 
paſſages which more plainly appear to hay: 
been or:ginally intended for the ſcene, Bu: 
whatever truth there may be in this report, 


tis certain that He did not begin to mol! 


his Subject in the form which it bears now, 
before He had concluded his controverſj 
with Yalmaſius and More; when He hat 
wholly loſt the uſe of his eyes; and wa 
forc'd to employ in the office of an Ama 


nuenſis any friend who accidentally pat 


him a viſit, Vet, under all theſe diſcourz 


gements, and various interruptions , in th: 
Year (a) 1669 He publish. 


An. tat. 61, his PARADISE Los rz tk 


nobleſt Poem, next to tho 
of Homer and Virgil, that ever the wit 0 
man produc'd in any age or nation. Need! 
mention any other evidence of its ineſtinu 
ble worth, than that the fineſt Geniuſes wh 
have ſucceeded him have ever eſteem'd it: 
merit to relish, and illuſtrate its beauties! 
Whilſt the Critic who gaz'd, with fo much 
wanton malice, on the nakedneſs of Shake 
Jpear when he ſlept, after having (b) for 
mally declar'd war againſt it, wanted cov 


(a) Milton's Contract with his Bokſeller S. Sin 
mons for the Copy hears Date April 27. 1667. 


LY _—] "SY A * a. S 1 


(b) The Tragedies of the laſt age conſider d, p. 1 
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ge to make his attack; flush d though he 
Fas with his conqueſts over Julius Ceſar , 
d The Moor: which inſolence his Muſe, 
e the other aſſaſſines of Ceſar , ſeverely 
venged on herſelf ; and not long after 
r triomph became her own executioners 
or is it unworthy our obſervation , that 
Toa „perhaps, no One of our English 
oets hath excited ſo many admirers to imi- 
te his Manner, yet I think never any was 
nown to aſpire to emulation : even the 
te ingenious Mr. Philips, who , in the 
dlors of ſtyle , came the neareſt of all the 
opiers to reſemble the great Original, 
ade his diſtant advances with a filial re- 
erence; and reſtrain'd his ambition wi- 
in the (ame bounds which Lucretius preſ- 
ib'd to his own 1mitation : : 


Non ita certandi cupidus , quim propter 
morem 
Quod TE imitari ayeo : quid enim conten- 
dat hirundo : 
Gens? — 


nd now perhaps it may paſs for fiction; 
What with great OP ] affirm to be fat, 
aving with much 


p- 1% *PVideEDGAR, e 
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difficulty prevail'd to have this Divine Poem 
licens'd for the Preſs, cou'd ſell the Copy 
for no more than Fifteen Pounds : the pay- 
ment of which valuable conſideration depen- 
ded on the ſale of three numerous impreſ- 
ſions. So unreaſonably may perſonal pre- 
judice affect the moſt excellent performan- 
ces! 
About * two years after, 
An. tac, 63. together with SAMSON AG0- 
NISTES ( a Tragedy not un- 
worthy the Grecian Stage when Athens was 
in her glory) publish'd PARADISE Revain'y, 
But, Oh ! what a falling-of was there 
Of which I will ſay no more, than that 
there 1s ſcarcely a more remarkable inſtance 
of the frailty of human reaſon , than our 
Author gave in prefering this Poem to Pa- 
RADISE Losr; nor a more inſtructive cau- 
tion to the beſt writers, to be very dith- 
dent in deciding the merit of their own pro- 
ductions. 


And thus having attended him to the 


Sixty Sixth year of his age, as cloſely as 
ſuch imperfe& lights as men of Letters, 


and retirement, uſually leave to guide our 
inquiry wou'd allow; it now only remains | 


'** They were Licenſed July 2. 1670 , but not prin- 
ted before the year enſuing.. 


sees 8 ga 888 
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oem og be recorded, that in the \ 
-OPy Year 1674 the Gout put a An. Zrar.66-7, | 
pa, period to his life at Bunhill | 
Pen- gar London; from whence his body was | 
Prel- gonvey'd to St. Giles's Church by Cripple- 
Pre- gate, where it lyes interr'd in the Chancelz 
man- 2 neither has, nor wants, a Monument | 
to perpetuate his memory. 
iter, In his youth he is ſaid to have been ex- 
\60- tremely handſome : the color of his hair 
un ns a light - brown; the ſymmetry of his 
Nas ffatures exact; enliven'd with an agreeable 
IN D. ar, and a beautiful mixture of fair and rud- 
„ae: which occaſion'd the Marquiſs of Villa 
that 10 give his (a) Epigram the ſame Turn of 
ance Thought, which Gregory Arch- Deacon of 
| Our Rome had employ'd above a thouſand years 
P Weforecy in praifing the amiable comple- 
cau- wons of ſome Englisn Youths; before their 
ditli- chnverſion to Chriſtianity. His ſtature (as 
Pro- we (b) find it meaſur'd by himſelf) did not 

exceed the middle-ſize; neither too lean , 
> che bor corpulent : his limbs well proportion'd; i 
ly as | Frvous 5 and active ſervittable in all reſ- 
ters, pedts to his exerciſing theiſword, in which } 


our fe much delighted; and wanted neither 
NA1is t t 


— — - 


—  - —— — 
a > 


(a) Ut mens, forma, decor, facies, mos, ſi pietas ſic; . 
prin} Non Anglus, verum hercl? Angelus ipſe fores, 
) Defenſio ſecunda. p. $7. Fol. 
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skill, nor courage, to reſent an affty » 
from men of the moſt athletic conſtitutio 

In his diet He was abſtemious ; not delicy © 
in the choice of his dishes; and ſtrong | * 
quors of all kinds were his averſion. Ben 
too ſadly convinc'd how much his health 
ſufter'd by nitght-ſtudies in his younger yea 
He uſed to go early (ſeldom later than Nin 

to reſt; and roſe commonly before Five. 
the morning. It is reported, (and there; ; 
paſſage in one of his Latin Elegies to cou 
tenance' the tradition) that his fancy ma 
the happieſt flights in the Spring: but o 
of his Nephews uſed to deliver it as Mn 4+ 


rox's Own obſervation , that his Invent 
was in its higheſt perfection from Septer 
ber to the Vernal Equinox: however 
was, the great inequalities to be ſound: » 
his compoſures are inconteſtable proo! 
that in ſome ſeaſons He was but one of 
people. When blindneſs reftrain'd him fro 
other exerciſes , He had a machine to ſwit 
in, for the preſervation, of his health; 
diverted himſelfin his chamber with playin 3 
on an Organ. His Deportment was eres 
open, affable ; his Converſation eaſy, che: 
ful, inſtructive; his Wit on all occafhons 
command , facetious, grave, or fatirici' 
as the ſubje& requir'd. His Judgment, vl 
diſ-engag'd from religious and political 
culation 


Mr. Joun MITL TOR. xxv 
afftg rulations, was juſt and penetrating; his 
ution Apprehenſion, quick; his Memory, tena- 
lelicz Wious of what He read ; his Reading , only 
ong | pot lo extenſive as his Genius, for That was 
Ben Mniverſal. And having treaſur'd up ſuch im- 
althh; * 


#:cnle ftores of ſcience, perhaps the facul- 


r yen ies of his loul grew more vigourous after 
n Nin Fle was depriv'd of his fight : and his Ima- 


Five gination (naturally ſublime, and inharg'd by 
heres feading Romances *, of which He was 
cou much inamor'd in his youth, ) when it was 
y ma Wholly abſtracted from material objects, 
but o Was more at liberty to make ſuch am12ing 
as Mn excurſions into the Ideal world, when in 
yeni gpmpoſing his Divine Work He was tem- 
Septet 1 to range 

er! 
Suni 4 Beyond the viſible diurnal ſphere. 
r With ſo many accomplishments, not to 
* ve had ſome faults, and misfortunes to be 
i d in the balance with the fame, and ell. 
lch - 1 ö Ad writing FARADISE LOfr 5 W Ou a 
playin VE been too great a portion for humeny. 
as eres His Apology for Smectymnus, p. 177. Fol. 
7 cher 
:afhons 
Atiricl 
nt, wh E LIJAH FENTON. 
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FOSISCAIF T. 


Tur works of inferior Geniuſes have 
their infancy, and often receive adddition; 
of ſtrength and beauty, in the ſeveral Im 
preſſions they undergo whilſt their author 
live: but the following Poem came int 
the world, like the Perſons whom it ccle. 
brates, in a ſtate of maturity. However 
though in the firſt Edition it was diſpos 
into Ten Books only, Mit Ton thou?! 
proper in the Second to make a new div 
fion of it into Twelve: not, I ſuppoſe, vi 
reſpect to the Æneis (for He was, in bo: 
ſenſes of the phraſe, above Imitation ) b: 
more probably, becauſe the length of f 
Seventh and Tenth requir'd a Pauſe in tt 
Narration, He divided them, each into Tui 4 
on which diſtribution, to the beginning: A 
thoſe Books which are now the Eighth a: ar 
Tu elfth , He added the following Verſe Q 
which were neceſſary to make a connectic 


Book VIII. ver. 1. « 


The Angel ended, and in Adam's ear | 
So charming l ft his voice, that he a-whii| 


= OW 


POSISCRIPT. 
Thought him ſtill ſpeaking ; ſtill flood fix'd to 


— 
Rear: 

Then , as now wak' d, thus gratefully reply'd. 
D 

The latter half of the verſe was taken from 
; have this in the firſt Edition. 
lition 
al Im. To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd. 
uthor; 
e inte Book XII. ver. 1. 
t cele. 3 
vevet. As one who in his journey hates at noon , 
1ſpos Though bent on ſpeed : ſo here th' Arch- Angel 
hou! paus'd, 
di Berwixt the world deſtroy'd, and world reſtor'ds 
ey Wit ; . : 
in bo: tf Adam ought perhaps might interpoſe : 
on) by Men, with tranſition ſweet , new ſpeech reſu- 
1 of t mes. 
int: 
toTw At the ſame time the Author made ſome few 
aning( Additions in other places of the Poem, v. hich 
zhth a: are here inſerted for the ſatisfaction of the 
Verſe curious. 
anectc Book V. p. 155. I. 14. 

« They eat, they drink, and with refection 

ſweet 

ar 


7 Are fill'd, before W : King, Cc. 


POST ICNAF 2 


vere thus enlarg'd in the Second Edit io 


N 7 777 7 177 790 

They eat, they drink, and in communion ce. 
55 : F 

Cuaf immortaligy, and joy, ( ſecure | 

Of ſurfeit, Where] full meaſure only bouns 
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POSTISCRARIPT 


to inquire at St. Giles's Church ; where the 
Sexton chew'd him a ſmall Monument, which 
he ſaid was ſuppos'd to be Mil r oN's; but 
the inſcription had never been legible ſince 
he was employ'd in that office, wiuch he 
has poſſeſs'd about Forty Years. This, ſure, 
cou'd never have happen'd in ſo short a ſpa- 
ce of time, unleſs the Epitzph had been in- 
duſtriouſly eras'd : and that ſuppoſition car- 
ries with it fo much inhumanity, that I think 
we ought to believe it was not erected to his 
Memory, 


94 


DD 
IN 


C. 

Q 

Paradiſum Amiſſam Q 
| D. 


Summi Poetæ 


JoANNIS MILTONI. 


UT legis Ami ſam Paradiſſum, grandia Magi. H 
Carmina Miltoni, quid aift cuncta legis? 


Res cunctas, & cunctarum primordia rerum, E 
Et fata, & fines, continet iſte liber. 

Intima panduntur mag ni penetralia mundi; Ex 
Scribitur & toto guicguid in orbe latet: 

Terrægue, tractuſque maris, cælumque profundum, At 


Sulphureu que Etebi, flammivomu, que ſpecus. WF 
Quague colunt terras, pontumgque , & Tartara caca; Cen 


Quzgue colunt ſummi luci.la regna poli. l 
Et quodcungque ullis conclu um eſt finibus uſquam ; He 


Er ſine ſi ie Chaos, & ſine ne DE US- } 
Et ſine fine mag is, ( ſi quid magis eſt ſine fine) 
In CHRISTO erga homines conciliatus amor. 
Hec qui ſperaret , quis crederet eſſe futura ? 
Et tamen ha&c hodie terra Britanna legit. 
O guant»s in bella Duces ! que protulit arma 
Que canit, & gnantd prelia dira tub ! 


T. 


= FCeleſtes acies J atque in certamine cœlum ! 
Er que celeſtes pugna deceret agros /! 
Quantus in ætheriis tollit ſe Lucifer armis 
Argue ipſo graditur vix Michaele minor! ; 
Quantis, & quam funeſtis concurritur iris, 
Dum ferus hic ſtellas protegit, ille rapit ! 
Dum vulſos montes, ceu tela reciproca, torguent 
Et non mortali deſuper igne pluunt ; 
Stat dubius cui ſe parti concedat Olympus; 
1. Et meruit pugnæ non Jupereſſe ſug. 
At ſimul in cælis ME SS I inſignia fulgent , 
Et currus animes , armague digna DEO; 
a Horrem lumgue rotæ ſtrident , & [eva rotarum 
Erumpuart torvis fulgura lumini. vs 
Er fammæ vibrant, & vera tonitura rauco: 
Amiſtis flammis inſonuere polo : 
Exc ilit attonitis mens omnis, & imperus omnis , 
Er caſſis dexrris irrita tela cadunt. 
s  Arpenas fugiunt , & ( ceu foret Orcus aſylum ! ) 
| Infernis certant condere ſe tenebris. 
a; PCtdite Romani Scriprores , cedire Graii , 
Et cucs Fama recens , vel celebravit anus: 
i Hec cuicungue leg.t , tantum ceciniſſe putabit 
Mzonidem Ranas, Virgilium Culices, 


SAM. BARRO W. M. D. 
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PARADISE LOST: 
' 
FT 
HEN I bcheld the Poet blind, yet bold. 
In fl:vder book His vaſt deſign unfold : 
Lit ih crown'd, God's reconcil'd decree, F 


Rebelling Angels, the Forbidden Tree, 
ticav'n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, All! the argument 4 
Held me a-while mifdoubring His intent; 1 
3 lat He would ruin ( for 1 ſaw Him ſtrong ) / 
The Sacred Truths to fable, and old ſong ; * 
{ $0-.3ampſon grop'd the temple's poſts in ſpight FT 
Ihe world o'erwhelming to revenge His fight, & 
Vet as | read, ſoon growing leſs ſevere , | 
1 1%'d His project, the ſucceſs did fear 
Through that wide field how he his way should fin 
Ver which tame faith leads underſtanding blin 
ft He perplex'd the things He would explain, 
And what wes eaſy , He should render vain, 
Or, if a work ſo infinite He ſpann'd , 
Jealous 1 was that ſome leſs skilſul hand 
(Sach as diſquier always what 1s well, 
&ng by il imitating would cxcell ) 


Y To change in ſcenes , and chew it in a Play. 
Pardon me, Mighty Poet! nor deſpiſe 
My cauſeleſs, yet not impious, ſurmiſe. 
But | am now convinc'd, and none will dare 
bin Thy labors to pretend ea share. 
| Thou haſt not mils'd one thought that could be fit; 
8 1 And all that was inproper doſt omit: 
80 that no room is here for writers left, 
| i to detect their ignorance, or theft. 
et bold) Thar majeſty which through Thy Work doth reign, 
Draw the devour , deterring the profane: 
| M. Things Divine Thou tteat'ſt of in ſuch ſtate, 
As then preſerycs, and Thee ijuviolate. 
gumem Ar once delight and horror on us ſeiſe, 
Thou ſing'ſt with fo much gravity and caſe; 
g) And above human fligbt doſt ſoar aloft, 
g Wich plume ſo ſtrong, ſo equal, and ſo ſoft! 
ſpight ) Ihe bird nam'd from that Paradiſe You ſing 
ight, d never flags, bur always keeps on wing. 
V here could'ſt Thou words of ſuch a compaſs find? 
hence furnich ſuch a vaſt expenſe of mind? 
ould fing Hoavin Thee, like Tirqtas, ro require, 
g blind Rewards with propheſy Thy loſs of ſight, 


FRY ry Might hence preſume, the whole creation's day 


* 
9 


plan, cl wight'ſt thou corn thy readers to allure 
ain, 5 1 > CPE rhyme , of Thy own ſenſe ſecure z 


, 


Ile the Town- Rt: 95 writes all rhe while ond ſpells, 
F; like a pack-horfe , titres without his bells. 


2 


bar fancies like our bushy-points appear, 
e pocts tag them, ve ſor fashion wear. 


— wy 


I too tranſported by the mode comment ; 

And while I mean co piaiſe Thee, muſt offend. 
Thy verſe created like Thy Them? ſublime , 

In number, weight, and meatu:e , needs nor rhym: 


ANDREW MARVELL 


THE 
R S FE. 


12 E mcaſure is English Heroic Verſe 
wit it Rhyme, as that of Homer in Greek, 
and ef Virgil in Latin; Rhyme being no ne- 
ceſſary adjunt? , or true ornament of Poem 
or good verſe ; in longer works eſpeciaily : 
but t'e invention of a barbarous age, 10 ſet- 
off wretched matter and lame metre : grac'd 


indeed ſince by the uſe of ome famous modern 


Poets carried away by cuſtom ; but much to 
thetr own vexation, hindrance, and conſtr aint 
to expreſs many things otherwiſe , (and for 
the 1:0/t part worſe ) than elſe they would 
ave expreſt them. Not without cauſe there- 
ore ſome (both Italian and Spnish ) Poets 
prime note have vej 2d Rhyme, both in 
mger and Shorter works ; as hate al o long 
ine our beſt English Trag dies; as a thing 
elf, to all judicious ears 7 ivial and of 


\ 
no true muſical delight : which conſiſts on 
in apt numbers, fit quantity of ſyllabes , 
the ſenſe variouſly drawn out from one ve 
into another : not in the jingling ſound of |; 
endings ; a fault avoided by the learned {1 
tients both in Poetry, and all good Orato, 
This neglect then of Rhyme ſo little is 10 
taken for a defect; ( though it may ſecin 
perhaps to vulgar readers) that it rather 
to be eſteem'd an example ſet, (the fait 
English,) of antient | berty recover'd to I 
roic Poem, from the trouble-ſome and mod: 


Bongage of Rhyming. 
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This firit book propoſes, firſt in brief, the 
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3 PARADISE LogsrT. Bock. 1. 
ſuppos'd as yet not made, certainly 90 
yet accurs'd ) but in a place of utter da 
neſs , fitlieſt call'd Chaos: Here $:t:; 
with his Angels lying on the burning la- 
thunder-ſtruck and ajtonish'd , after a 
rain ſpace recovers , as from confuſt-: 
calls up him who next in order and dig 
ry lay by kim: they confer of their mi| »: 
ble fall. Satan awakens all his legior 
who lay till then in the ſame manner cr: 
founded : they riſe ;, their numbers, ar; 
of battel , their chief leaders nam'd , 
cording to the idols known afterwards | 
Canaan , and the countries adjoining. ? 
theſe Satan direct his ſpeech, comforts th 
with hope yet of regaining heaven : bur. 
them laſtly of a new worid ; and new 
of creature to be created; according 7* © 
ancient prophecy or report in heaven 
that Angels were long before this 
ble creation, was the opinion of 152: 
ancient Fathers. Jo find out the truth : 
this prophecy , and what to determine it4 
reon , he refers to a full councill. Nhat. 
aſſociates thence attempt. Pandemontum 
the palace of Satan, riſes , ſuddenly bu 
out of the deey : the infernal peers th 
fit in council, 


þ 


| 


| 
/ 
I 


. 1 Bock. | PAR ADISE LosrT. * 


dart. 
dat () F Man's firt diſobedience, and the fruit 
5 us Or that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte 
a wh Proughit death into the world , and all our woe 4 
„With loſs of Eden, till one Greater Man 
ie Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful ſeat, 
ml, Sing heav'nly Muſe ! that on the ſecret top 
81% Ot Oreb, or of Sinai, didſt inſpire 
ene That ſhepherd , who firſt taught the choſen ſeed, 
, my In the beginning how the heav'ns, and earth, | 
„ Roſe out of Chaos, Or if Sion hill | 
Var. Delignt thee more, ad Siloa's brook that flow'd ; 
INS + Fit by the oracle of God; I thence 
ts then Invoke thy aid to my advent'rous ſong : 
bu: That with no middle flight intends to ſoar 
en, 


Above th' Aonian mount, while it purſucs 
Ng © *Þ Things unatrempred yet in proſe or rhyme, | 


e And chiefly thou, O Spirit! that doit prefer 
l 3 I B:tore all temples th' upright heart and pure, 
Tt: 1 | : j 
O | Inſtruct me, for thou know'ſt: thou from the firſt 
trust 


Vaſt preſent, and with mighty wings out- ſpread, 
Dove-like ſat'ſt brooding, on the vaſt Abyſs, 
And mad'ſt it pregnant: what in mc is dark , 


mog lumine! what is low, raiſe and ſupport! 
lently * 3 1 2 

4 at to the height of this great argument 
eers . 


Pu aſſert eternal Providence, 
:4 juſtifie the ways of God to men, 
Lay firſt, (for heav'n hides nothing from thy 
view, 


A: 


4 PARADISE LosT. Book. I. 


Nor the deep tract of hell \ ſay firſt what ca 
Moy'd our grand Parents, in that happy ſtar? 
Favour'd of heav'n ſo highly, to „ Call oi 
From their Creator, and tranſereſs His will 
For one reſtraint, lords of the world beſide 
Who firſt ſeduc'd them to chat foul revolt? 
= * infernal terpent 1 he it was, whoſe guile , 
tirr'd up with envy and revenge „ deccrv 'd 


The mother of mankind 5 what time his pi 
Had caſt him cut from heav'n, wich all ki 


Of rebel Angels: by whoſe aid aſfiting 


To ſet himſelf in glor, dere kis Peers; 
He truſted to have cg aalbd the Loſt Eigh , 


If He cppos'd : and with — 15 us aim, 
Azainſt the throne, and monarchy of God, 
Riis impious Far in heav'n, and battel 7 
ich vain attempt. Him the Alm 
bd headlong gaming from th' ethercal s. 


0] CY Re 
With hidcous run end conbuſticn, down 
To bottomleſs perdition: there to dwell 

In adamantine chains and per al fire,; 
Who duſt defy ul. Omnipotent to arms. 
Nine times the. ſrece that m caſutes day and 1 
To mortal men; lie with bis horrid crew 
Lay vancuisn'd rolling in the Gery gulf, 
Cenfevrded theurh immorta i But his doom 
Reſerv'd bim ro mare Trath: for new the th. 
Both of loſt baprinc!s, and laſting y ain » 
Torments hime 1 I he throws his baleful e. 
Juat vitneſs'q boge afflidicn and diſmay: 


Book. I. PARADISE Los r. 
id with obdurate pride, and ſtedſaſt hate. 
A: once, as far as angels ken, he-viewse 
11 diſmal ſituation waſte and wild : 
3 J:inzoa horrible, on all fides round, 
As cnc e pt -at furnace, flam'd : yet from thoſe fla- 


cht, but rather darkneſs viſible 
ry*d only to diſcover Gel: of doe, 

eus of ſorrow ! doleful shades ! where Py 
rd reſt can never. dwcl} ! hope never comes, 


ee. and a fret deluge, fed 


* * 

1 * 

RE 11 ning $41 15ant unconſum 
* 


1 
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I K comes T9 all: but torture without DF 
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here the companlons of his fall, o'crwnelm'd 


With Roods and whirlyirds of temps ſtuous fire: 
HE: ſoon diſcerns: and welt' ring by his ſide 
Ore next limſelf in pavers and next in crime , 
Long ater known in Paleſtine, ard nam'd 
Preltebub: To whom th' arch-encmy , 
And BN: in Py u call'd Satan) with bold 
words 


Dreaking the horrid ſilence thus began. 
I! thou beeſt He yo. But O hew failn ! how 
chang' d 


A 3 


5 PARADISE Los r. I. Book. 
From bim, who in the happy realms of ligbe 


Cloath'd with tranſcendent brightneſs , didſt 04. 


shine 


Myriads tho? bright! If He, whom mutual leagu 


United thoughts and counſcls , equal hope: 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize , 
Join'd with me once, now miſery hath join'd 
In equal ruin! Into what pit thou ſeeſt, 


From what height fall'n; ſo much the ſtrong 


prov'd 
Re with his thunder! and till then who knew 


The force of thoſe dire arms? Yer nor for tho! 


Nor what the potent victor in his rage 
Can elſe mfii&, do I repent, or change 
(Though chang'd in outward luſtre) that fix'd r 


And high diſdain, from ſenſe of injur'd merit: 
That with the Mighrticſt rais'd me to contend : 


An to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of ſpirits arm'd , 


That durſt diflike his reign: and me preferring, 
Bis urmoſt pow'r with adverſe pow'r oppos'd, 


In dubious batrel on the plains of heav'n , 


And shook his throne. What tho? the field be loi} 


All is not loſt; th' unconquerable will, 
And ſtudy of revenge, immortal hate, 
And courage never to ſubmit or yield; 
(Aud what is elſe not to be overcome? ) 
Thar glory never shall His wrath or might 
Extort from me, to bow and ſuc for grace 


With ſuppliant knee, and deifie His pow'r , 


FY 


* 
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Book I. PARADISE LOST. 7 


Who from the terror of this arm ſo late 
Doubted His empire. That were low indced ! 
That were an ignominy and shame beneath 

T!:is downfal ! ſince (by fate) the ſtrength of Gods, 
And this empyreal ſubſtance cannot fail ; 

Since through experience of this great event, 

(n arms not woſe, in foreſight much advanc'd 9 
We may, with more ſucceſsful hope, reſolve 

To wage by force or guile eternal war , 


Wis now triumphs, and in thi exceſs of joy 
Sole reigning , holds the tyranny of heav'n. 
do ſpake th* apoſtate Angel, though in pain 
Vaunting aloud, but rack'd with deep deſpair: 
And him thus anſwer'd ſoon his bold compeer. 
O Prince! O chief of many throned Powers , 
That led th' imbattell'd Seraphim to war 
Under thy conduct! and in dreadful deeds 
Fearleſs , indanger'd heav'n's perpetual King, 
/.nd put to proof His high ſupremacy : 
Whether upheld by ſtrength, or chance, or fate; 
Too well I ſee and rue the dire event; 
'That with ſad overthrow and foul defeat 
Hath loſt us heav'n: and all this mighty hoſt 
In horrible deſtruction laid thus low, 
As far as Gods, and heav'nly eſſences, 
Can perish : for the mind and ſpirit remains 
Invincible, and vigor ſoon returns , 


"Though all our glory extinct, and happy fate g 
Kere ſwallow'd up in endleſs miſery ! 
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But what if He our conqu'ror { whom I now 

Of borce believe Almighty , ſince no leſs 

Than ſuch could have o'crpower'd ſuch force 
ours ) 


Have left us this our ſpirit and ſtrength entire , 


Strongly to ſuffer and ſupport our pains ; 
That we may ſo {ufi:ce His vengetul ire, 

Or do Him mightier ſervice, as His thralls 
By right of war, whate'er His butinets be, 
Here in the heart of hell to work in fire; 
Or do His errands in the gloomy Decp ? 
What can it then avail, though yet we feel 
Strength undiminish'd, or eternal Being , 
To undergo eternal punthment? ..,. 


WV hereto with ſpeedy words ch' Arch-ficnd rept: 


Fall'n Cherub ! ro be weak is miſerable, 
Doing or ſuttcring; ; but of tis be ſure , 
To do ought good never will be our task; 
Bur ever to do ill our ſole delight: 

As being the contrary to his High will 
Whom we reflift. If then His Providerce 
Our of our cuil feck to bring forth good, 
Our labor muſt be to pervert that cd, 


And out of good {till to find mcans of evil: 


Which oft- times may ſucceed, fo as perhaps 


Shall grieve Him, (if I fail not,) and diſturb 


His inmoſt counſcls from their dettin'd aim. 
Bur ſee ! the angry victor hath recall'd 


= — 


His miniſters of vengeance and putrſut , 


Back to the gates of heav'n : the ſulph'rous 5 
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Not after us in ſtorm, o'er-blown, hath laid 
Tie iery ſurge , that from the precipice 

Ot heav'n receiv'd ns falling g: and the thun dr 
e d with red lichtning and impctuous rage, 
Nehaps hath ſpent kis shaſts, and ccaſ:s ne y 
To bellow through the vaſt and boundlef, Deep. 
Let us not slip th“ occaſion, wherker ſeo 
Or fatiate fury, yield it from our foe. 
Feſt thou yon dreary plain, bilorn and wild þ 
Wie {cat of defolation , void of lieh: 


44 . 
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Orn Y 


Save waat tlie gli. rn ring of theſe iivid flames 


Gail; pale and dreadſul? thither let us tend. 
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Neu ci the toſſing of theſe fiety Waves; 
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Created hugeſt that ſwim th? ocean ſtream: 
(Him, haply ſlumb'ring on the Norway foam 
The pilot of ſome ſmall night-founder'd ki 
Deeming ſome 1iland, oft, as ſcamen tell, 
Wich fixed anchor in his ſcaly rind, 

Moors by his fide under the Lee , while night 


Inveſts the ſea , and wished morn delays.) 


7 


So ſtretch'd out huge in length the Arch-fiend !:», 


Chain'd on the burning lake : nor ever thenc: 

Had ris'n, or heav'd his head, but that the vil! 

And high permiſhon of all-ruling heaven; 

Left him at large to bis own dark de ſigens: 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himſelf damnation. wile he ſougbt 

Evil to others ; and enrag'd mignt ſee, 

How all his malice ſerv'd but to bring forth 

Infinite goodneſs, grace, and mercy shewn 

On man by him ſ:duc'd : but on himſelf 

Treble confuſion, wrath , and vengeance pour'd. 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty ſtature ; on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward ſlope their pointing ſpires , an 
rowl'd 

In billows, leave i' th' midſt a horrid vale. 

Then wirh expanded wings he ſteers his flight 


Aloft , incumbent on rhe ſdusky air, 

Thar felt unuſual weight: till on dry land 
He lights, if it were land that ever burn'd 
With ſolid, as the lake with liquid fire: 
And ſuch appear'd in huc , as when the force 
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Ol ſubterranean wind tranſports a hill 

Torn from Pelorus , or the zhatter'd fide 
i Of chund'ring tna, whoſe combuſtible 

Ard fucl'd entrails thence conceiving fire, 

Sublim'd with mincral fury, aid the wind: , 

And leave a ſinged bottom all involv'd 

With ftench and ſmoke : ſuch reſting found the ſole 
„ Of unbleſs'd feet! Him follow'd his next mate, 
ce Both glorying to have *ſcap'd the Sgigian flood, 
en As Gods , and by their own recover'd ſtrength; 

Not by the ſuft'rance of ſupornal pow'r. 

Is this the region, this the ſoil , the clime , 
Said men the loſt Arch-Angel ) this the ſear, 


t hat ve muſt change for heav'n : this mournful 
loom 
1 For tlat cœleſtial light? be it fo ! firce He 


W':2 row is Sov'reign can diſpoſe, and bid 
Wit chall be right: fartheſt from Him is beſt, 
rd, | Wiom reaſon hath equall'd, force hath made ſu- 
1 | preme 
8 | Above his equals. Farewel happy fields , 
s an} Where joy for ever dwells ! hail horrors ! hail 
Infernal world! and thou profoundeſt hell 
Receive thy new poſſeſſor! One, who brings 
he A mind not to be chang'd by place or time. 
The mind is its own place , and in itſelf 
Can make a heav'n of hell, a hell of heav'n. 
Mit matter where, if I be ill the ſzme , 
and what J should be, all but leſs than He 
Thom thunder hath made greater? Here at leafs 


ce 
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We shall be free; un Almighty hath not ba: 


Ire for His envy; will not drive us hence: 
Here we may reign ſecure 3 and in my choice 
To teign is Worth agbition, tho' in hell: 
Better to reign in hell, than ſerve in heav'n. 
But where fore let we then out Faithful (ri 
Ti? aſloclates, ang copartncrs of our loſs, 
Lve thus aſtonish'd on th' oblivious pool , 
| them not to share with us their part 


} : 1 \ 1 17 a jo * -, . * 
1.1615 ünnappfy IH antion ; or once more 
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* 


Wich railied arins to try: what may be vet 


Revain'd in heav'n, or Fwnat more loft ia Bs 
So Satan ſ[pake, and jum Peelte abs 

Thus anſwer'd ; Leader Of thoſe armies ! 7 

Wich but ti Omnipotent ROME C iQ 

If onc heat that voice; their! 

Of hope in £.ars and dangets; heard ſo ©:t 


In wort extremes; and on the peritoas edge 
Of battcl wacn it rag'd, in all aſlzalts 
Their ſureſt ſignal, they will oon reſume 
New courage, and ere vive, tho' now they 
Grov'ling and proſtrate on yen lake of fire; 
( As w2 erewhile, } aſtounded and amaz'd; 
No wonder, fail'n ſuc 
He ſcarce had ceas'd,; when rhe ſuperio! 


* * * 
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Was moving towezd the shore: his pond 
Ethereal tempetr, maſſie, large and round, 
broad circuin if. rence 


Behind him caſt ; the 
Iers lik the re „wude e 


Hung on his shon 
Turo' optic glaſs the Tuſca' attiſt views 
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tev'ning, from the top of Feſale, 


A 

9: in Taldarno, to deſcry new lands, 
ers, or moutains, on her ſpotty globe, 
Hi; fpcar, (to equal which the talleſt pine 
Hen on Norwwes ian bills, to be the maſt 

Or ſome great ammiral, were but a wand) 
He waik'd with, to ſupport uncaſie ſtzps 

0 e burning marle (not like thoſe ſteps 
0 


1 1 * 
= #7 f * i 
nc torrid C.Mme 


n hcaven's azure !) and t 
S©otc on him ſore b.ſ:des, vaulted with fire. 
athleſs he ſo 1ndur'd, till on the beach 


N 
Of dat named ſea he ftocd, and calb'd ® 
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If ſuch aſtonishment as this can ſeize | 1 


Eternal ſpirits: or have ye chos'n this place D 
. 1 

Aſter the toil of battel to repoſe T: 
Your wearicd virtue, for the cafe you find Or 
A 


To ſlumber here, as in the vales of heaven? 
Or in this abject poſture have ye ſworn P 
T'adore the conqueror ? who now beholds R 


Cherub and Seraph rowling in the flood , Ca 
With ſcatter'd arms and enſignus; till anon | Bet 
His ſwift purſuers from heav'n- gates diſcern Fe: 
Th' advantage, and deſcending tread us dove Thi 
Thus drooping ; or with linked thunder-bolts Tt. 
Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulph. E. 
Awake, ariſe, or be for ever fall'n! Ar 
They heard, and were abash'd, and up they ſprur 1 
Upon the wing; as when men wont to watch 
On duty, ſleeping found by whom they dread, -& 
Rouze and beſtir themſelves ere well awake. . 
˖ 


Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 

In which they vere, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Vet to their General's voice they ſoon obey'd, 
Innumerable ! As when the potent Rod 

Of Amram's ſon , in Ægypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coaſt , up call'd a pitchy cloud 
Of locuſts, warping on the eaſtern wind, 

That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile, 
So numberleſs were thoſe bad Angels, ſeen 
Hov'ring on wing under the cope of hell, 
Ivixt upper, ncther , and ſurrounding fires 
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gill, as a ſignal giv'n, th' up- liſted ſpear 
| Oc their great Sultan waving to direct 

heir courſe, in even ballance down they light 
On the firm brimſtone, and fill all the plain: 
A multitude ! lite which the populous north 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins , to paſs 
Nene or the Danaw , when her barbarous ſons 
| Came like a deluge on the ſouth , and ſpread 
Bencath Gibralter to the Libyan ſands. 
Ferthwith from ev'ry ſquadron, and each band , 
: The Heads and Leaders thither haſte where ſtood 
5 Thcir g great Wr r; God-like shapes and forma 
g Exc:lling human, Princely Dignities, 


= 


Ani Pow”rs ! ia carſt in heaven ſat on thrones 
Tho' cf their names in heav'nly records now 

ſy tur 

g Be ro memorial; blotted out and ras'd, 


1 By their rebellion, from the books of life. 
a0 


N Nor had they yet among the ſons of Eve 
Por them new names 3 till wand'ring o'er the 
cl earth , 
A, Thro' God's bich ſufferance for the tryal of man, 
By talfiries and lies the greateſt part 
Of mankind they corrupted , to forſake 
100d E d their Creator, and th' inviſible 
lory of Him that made them, to transform 
2 t to the image of a brute, adorn'd 
ng, "= 


Nite: g religions full of pomp and gold, 

u. Devils to adore for Deities: 
en were they known to men by various names | 
various idols thro? the heathen world, 
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Say, Muſe, their names then known ; wis | 
who laſt, 
Rouz'd from the flumber , on that fiery conc! 


At their great Emperor's call, as next in « 


While the promiſcuous crowd food yet at 
The chief were thoſe who, from the pit or | 
Roaming to ſeek their prey on earth , durſt 
Their ſeats long after next the ſeat of God, 


1 

d 

T 

Came ſingly where he ſtood, on the bare fir: C 
A 

1 

A 

P 


Their altars by His altar, Gods ador'd 


Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion; thron'd 

Between the Cherubim; yea, often plac'd 
Within His ſanctu'ty it ſelf their shrines, O 
Abominarions ! and with curſed things Ti. 


I 
Among the nations round, and durit abide Tc 
Y 


His holy rites and ſolemn fealts profan 
And with their darkneſs durſt affront his! 
Firſt Moloch, horrid King, beſmear'd with. 
Of human ſacrif ce, and parents tears; 

Tho?, for the nciſe of drums and timbrels 


* >. 


f? 4 


heir childrens cries unneard , that paſt tl 
Tho his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 
Worship'd in Rabba, and her vat'ry plain 
In Argob, and in Baſan, to the ſtream 
Of urmoſt Arnon. Nor content with ſaci 
Audacious neighbourhood , the wifcit ! 


Of Solomon be led by fraud, to bull 
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His temple right againſt the tele of C Cer 
On the opprobrious hill; and m. le lis pt Ar. 


The pleaſant valley of Einnon, Topic tte: 
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Ard black Gebenn? call'd, the type of hell. 
Neat Chemos , ch obſcene dread of Moab's ſons , 
From Aroar to Nevo, and the Wild 
7 J molt Abarim ; in Heſebon 
A: {{-oncm , Seoit's realm, beyond 
e /iow'rv d Lats of Sivma , clad with vines 
A: !::!c ro the Aſphaltic pool: 
s other name, when he entic'd 
I! in Sittin, on their march from Nile, 
To do lim wanton rites, which coſt them woe. 
Vet thence his liſtful orgies he inlarg'd 
Ne to that hill of ſcandal, by the grove 
ere ꝛomicide; luſt hard by hate; 
Nod Johab drove the. thence to hell. 
Win theſe came they , who from the bord'ring 

od 

Of! oi Luphrates, to the brook that parts 
Efſcom Syrian ground, had general names 
9; 7ilim, and Ashturoth; thoſe males, 
eſe ! 1 (For ſpirits when they pleaſe 
Cen either ſex ature, or both; £{s ſoft 
An utcompounded is their eſſence pure; 
Mit ty'd or m ner! d with nag OL c Un b, 


r tonndecd on the brittle rot C6! 
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D:!:r:4 or condens'd , bright or obſcute, 
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Cen exccure their airy purpoſes , 


Ari works of love or enmity f. ne 


il. 
For thoſe the race of Iſrael oft forſod 
Nr ing ſtrength, and Re Are lest 
1ome I. 1 
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His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To beſtial Gods; for which their heads as low 
Bow'd down in battel, ſunk before the ſpear 
Of deſpicable foes. With theſe in troop 
Came Aſtoreth , whom the Phenicians call'd 
Aſtarte, Quecn of heaven, with. creſcent hatt 
To whoſe bright image nightly by the moor, 
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and ſongs ; 
In Sion alſo not unſung , where ſtood 
Her temple on th? offenſive mountain, built 
By that uxorious King, whoſe heart , tho 
Beguil'd by fair idolatre les, fall 

To idols foul. Thamm came next behind , 

Whoſe annual wound in Lebanon allut'd 
The Syrian damſels, to lament his fare 

In am'rous ditties all a furmer's day; 
Waile ſmooth Alouis from his native rock 
Ran purple to the ſea, ſnppos'd with ble 
Of Thammuz yearly wourded : the loye-ta: 
Infected Sion's daughters with like heat; 
Whoſe wanton paſho ns in the ſacred porch 
Ezekiel ſaw , when, by the vition led. 

lis eyes ſurvey'd the dark idolatries 

Of alienated Judah. Next came ore 


Wo nourn'd in caineſt, when che capt!“ 


5 h e e HET 
Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lcp de 


In his own temple, on the grunicl cdge, 

Where he fell flat, and sham'd his worshupp: 
Dagon his Ngme ; Sca-Monſter ! upward 14" 
And downwac. fisk : yet had his temple high 


* 


Book I. PARaDISE LOST. 19 


Read in Aotus, dreaded through the coaſt 
Of Paleſtine, in Gath, and Aſcalon , 

Ard Accaron , and Gaza's frontier bounds. 

Him follow'd Rimmon, whoſe delightful ſear 
W.- far Dan. tf cus „on the fertil banks 

Or Abbana , and Pharphar, lucid fireams ! 

He alſo againſt the houſe of God was bold: 
Alper once he loſt , and gain'd a King, 

Abt; . * ſottish conqueror, whom he drew 
Gcd's altar to diſparage, and diſplace , 

Fer on: of Syrian mode , whereon to born 

His odious off '*rings ,. an adore. the Gods 

on he had vanquisn'd. After theſe appear'd 
A cio, who under names of old renown 
„ ts , Orus , and tlicir train, 

\\ notifirous shapes and ſorceries abus'd 
Fanatic Ægypt, and her Prieſts , to ſeck 

Their wandring Gods diſguis'd in brutish forms, 
Rat'ior than human. Nor did [jrael *{cape 

Tt infection, when their borrow'd gold compos'd 
II cart in Oreb ; and the rebel King 

Doub!cd that fin in Bethel, and in Dan, 
Lining his Maker to the grazed ox, 

Mora, Who in one night when he paſs'd 
From Aeypt marching , equal'd with one ſtroke 
Bet! her firſt-born and all her bleating Gods. 
Ze came laſt, than whom a ſpitit more lewd 
Fe.! not from heaven, or more groſs to love 
Vice for itſelf; to him no te -mple ſtood , 

Or altar ſmok'd; yet who more & ban he 

"B-2 
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In teravles, and at altars, wacn the pricit 
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In temples, and at altars, when the pric ſt 
Turns atheiſt, as did E!ys ſons, who f. itl'd 
With luſt and violenc 
In courts and palaces he alſo rcigns, 
And in luxurious cities, . 
Of riot aſcends above their Ioſtieſt tow'rs , 
And injury and outrage ; and when night 


* * % 2 . ! 1 on" s 
Darkens | | 


e the houſe of God? 


here Ti — noite 


the ſtreets, then Vander forth the 
Of Belial, 
Witneſs t' 
In Gibeah 
Expos'd a matron, to avo! 10 worſe rape. 

heſe were * 
The reſt were long to tell, tho“ far renowu d; 
TH, Ionian Gods , of Javan's iſſue, held 
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en the hoſpir: 


prime, in order and in might; 


Gods , yet conf 5G'd later than heav'n and carch, 


Their boaſted parents. Titan, (heav'n's fiiſt-b. 


With 1 ' enormous brood , and birthright cite 


Ey younger Saturn he from mightier Je, 

( His own an id Rh:a's ſon, ) like meeſure tou! 
So Jove uſurping reign'd: theſe firſt in Crete - 
And 11a known; thence on the ſnowy top 
Of co 14 Ot: mpus It Fd G the middle alr 7 

Their niche t heav'n; or on the Delyhian c! NJ 
Or in Dodona, all the bounds 

Of Doric land; or who with Saturn old 

Ficd over Adria to th' Heſp:rian ſields, 

And o'er the C:itick roam'd the utmoſt iſles 
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Þonn- cat and damp ; yet ſuch wherein appear'd 
Obſcure ſome glimpſe of joy, to have found their 
i Chief 

Kot in deſpair , to have ſound themſelves not loſt 
In loſs itſelf; wich on his count'nance caſt 

Like doubtful buc : but he his wonted pride 

on recollecting, with high words, that bore 
$:mblarce of worth , net ſubſtance, gently rais'd 
Ti:cir fainting courage, and diſpell'd thelt fears. 
Ihen {trait commands that at the Varlike ſound 
Of trumpets loud, and clations, be uprcar'd 

Bis mighty ſtandard: that proud lonor claim'd 
Hazel as his trignt, a Cherub tall; 


Vbo forthwith from the glittering NaF un ſurl'd 


Ti imperial enſign; which, full high avanc'd, 
None like a meteor ſtreaming to the wind, 
Vit gems and golden luſtre rich imblaz'd, 


IScraphic arms and tropiues; all the while | 
$onorons metal blow.ng martial ſounds ; | 


At vhich the univerſal hoſt up ſent 
chout that tore hell's concave; and beyon 
chted the rcign of Chaot and old Night. 
in a mom. nt thro' the gloom were ſeen 
In thouſand banners riſe into the air, 
tn oriont Colours waving : with them roſe 
toreic huge of ſpears ; and thronging helms 
pear'd, and ſerried shields in thick array, 
Fdepch immcaſurable : anon they move 
perfect Phalanx, to the Dorian mood 
Vflutes, and ſoſt rccorders 3 ſuch as rais'd 
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Soi. 
ws * 


To height of nobleſt temper Heroes old Ar 
Arming to barrel ; and inſtead of rage , J6: 
Deliberate valor breath'd, firm, and unmov'd Wy, 
With dread of death to flight, or foul retreat: Wor 
Nor wanting pow'r to mitigate and ſwage , 7 
With ſolemn touches, troubled thoughts, and cu, 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and ſorrow, and ain con 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they Ie. 
Breathing united force , with fixed thought In « 
Mov'd on in filence to ſoft pipes, that charm'd Ween 


Their painful ſteps o'er the burnt ſoil : and now All! 


Advanc'd in view, they ſtand, a horrid front els 
Of dreadful length, and dazling arms,; in ev:ſc Or 
Of warriors old with order'd ſpear and chield, Noel 
Awaiting what command their mighty Chief Sh: 
Had to impoſe : he thro? the armed files 1 4. 
Darts his expericrc'd cye, and icon traverſe Dn ++ 
The whole battalion views their order due: erp! 
Their viſages and ſtature as of Gods ; Aboy 


Their number laſt he ſums. And now his hear! 
Diſtends with pride, and hard'ning in his {:: 
Glories : for never ſince created, man 

Met ſuch imbodied force, as nam'd with tity 
Could merit more than thar ſmall infaurry 


* 
* 


Warr'd on by cranes; tho? all the Giant brood ef, 
Of Philegra with th' Hercic race were join'd, Far 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium on cach f14- ; r 


Mix'd with auxiliar Gods: and what reſounds 
In fable or romance of Uther's ſon , 
Begirt with Britisz and Armoric Knights ; 
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And all who ſince , baptiz'd or infidel , 
Jouſted in Aſpramont, or Montalban , 
 [EDanaſco , or Morocco, or Trebijond ; 
or whom Biſerta ſent from Afric shoar, 
Whcn Charlemain with all his Peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus far theſe beyond 
compare of mortal proweſs, yer obſcry'd 
Frhkcir dread commander: he, above the ret 
In chape and guſture proudly eminent, 
Stood like a row'r : his form had yet not lo! 
ne. All her original brightneſs, nor appcar'd 
t Meſs than Arch-Angel ruin'd, and tli' exceſs 
of glory obſcur'd : as when the ſun new-1is'n 
4, Wooks thro' the horizontal miſty air, 
born of his beams; or from behind the moon 
| dim eclipſe, diſaſtrous twilight sheds 
Dn half the nations, and with fear of change 
eerplexes monarchs ; darken'd fo, yer shone 
Above them all th' Arch-Angel : but his face 
beep ſcars of thunder had intrench'd , and care 
t on his faded check, but under brows 
dauntleſs courage, and conſid'rate pride 
ſating revenge: crucl his eye, but caſt 
ns of remorſe and paſhon, ro behold 
de fellows of his crime, the followers rather; 
Far other once beheld in bliſs !) condemu'd 
de; It cycr now to have their lot in pain; 
ulions of ſpirits, for his fault amerc'd 
L:icavn, and from eternal ſplendors flung 
F lus revolt; yet faithful how they flood , 


| 
| 
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Their glory wither'd ; as when heaven's fire 
Hath ſcath'd the foreſt oaks, or mountain pines, 8. 
With ſinged top their ſtately growth, tho? bag, N 
Stands on the blaſted heath. He now prepare T 
A 


* * 


To ſpeak, wizreat their doubled ranks the: 

From wing to wing, and half incloſe Lim og: 
Wich all his Peers: attention held them mute: 5 
Thrice he aſſay' d, and thrice in ſpight of ſcon 
Thears ſuch as Angels weep, burſt forth; at lag 7 


Words interwove with ſighs found out their v. In 

O myriads of immortal ſpirits ! O Pow'rs A 
Matchle$s, but with th' Almighty , and that fh. dh. 
Vas not inglorious, tho' th“ event was dire: Th 
As this place teſtiſies, and this dire change Or 
Hate ſul to utter: but what pow'r of mite Fo, 
Foreſecing , or Ne , from = dpi Ce 
Of Enowiedge paſt or preſent, could have {car ie | 
How ſuch united force of Gods 5 how ſuch Ful 
fs Rood like theſe, could cver kEnowerergitef ie 
For wao can yet believe, tho' after lose, Op: 
Tat all theſe puiflant legions, whoſe £2112 
Hath emptied h-av'n, shall fail to re-aſcens Mil 
Lelf-rais'd, and re-poſſeſs their native ſcar 7 'Of 
For me be witneſs all the hoſt of haav'n, * 
If counſels d:fcrent , or danger shun'd Ars 
By me, have loſt our hopes: but he ho; : 71s Clas 
Monarch in heav'n, till chen as one ſecur Hur 
Sate on His throne, upheld by old refute 1 
Conſent, or cuſtom, and his regal ſtare | FÞ 


Pur forth at full. but T3001 His ſtrengeh CIRC at 3 
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hich te vpted our attempt, and wrought our fall, 

ence forth His might we know, and know our own 3 
So as not either to provoke, or drean 
New war, provok'd. Our better part remains 
To work in cloſe deſign, by fraud or guile, 
"What force effdcted not: that He no leſs 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome · but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds; whereof ſo rife 
There went a fame in heav'n, that He ere-long 
Intended to create; and therein plant 

A generation, whom His choice regard 

Should favor equal to the ſons of neav'n: 

Thither , if but to pry , shall be perhaps 

Our firſt eruption , thither or elſewhere : 

For this inferaal pit shall never hold 

Celeſtial ſpirits in bondage, nor th' Abyſs 

Long under darkneſs cover.. . But theſe thoughts | | | 
Full counſel muſt mature: Peace is deſpair'd , 
For who can think ſubmiſſion? War then, war 
Open or underſtood muſt be reſolv'd. 

He ſpake ; and to confirm his words out-flew | 
Millions of flaming ſwords, drawn from the thighs | 
Of mighty Cherubim: the ſudden blaze 
Far round illuwin'd Hell; highly they rag'd 
Againſt che Higheſt, and fierce with graſped arms 
Clash'd on their ſounding $shicld; the din of war, 
Hurling defance toward the vault of heav'n. 
thera ſtood a hill nor far, whoſe griſly top 


Kicu'd fire and rowling ſmoke z the reſt entire, 
Tome I, C 
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Shone with a gloſſy ſcurf; (undoubted ſign 
That in his womb was hid metallick ore, N 
The work of ſulphur ) thither wing'd with ſpeed [ 
A numerous brigad haſten'd : as when band; | 
Of pioneers , with ſpade and pickax arm'd, F 
Forcrun the royal camp, to trench a field, B 
Or caſt a Rampart : Mammon led them on, 4 
Mammon, the leaſt erected ſpirit that fell 7 
From heav'n: for ev'n in hcav'n looks and though A 
Were always downward bent; admiring more R 
The riches of hcay*n's pavement, trodden gold, O. 
Than ought divine or holy elſe, cnjoy'd Bu 
II viſion beatific: by him firſt W 
Men allo, and by his ſuggeſtion taught, * 
Ranſack'd the centre, and with impious hands. co 
Riflcd the bowels of their mother earth Thi 
For treaſures better hid. Soon had his crew Ne 
Open'd into the hill a ſpacious wound, FE: 


And dig'd out ribs of gold. (Let none admire N pe; 
That riches grow in hell; that ſoil may beſt The 
Deſerve the precious bene.) And here ler then; 
Who boaſt in mortal things, and wond'ring te gtoc 
Of Babel, and the works of Memplian Kings, Nop': 
Learn how thcir greateſt monuments of fame, MWir 
And ſtrength, and art, are eaf:ly out-done And 
By ſpirits reprobatre , and in an hour, 

What in an age they with inceſſant toil, 
And hai.ds innumerable , ſcarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar'd , 
That underncath had veins of liquid fire 
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luc'd from the lake, a ſecond multitude 
Wich wondrous art found out the maſly ore 
Pevering each kind, and ſcumm'd the bullion droſs: 
A third as ſoon had form'd within the ground 


A various mold; and from the boiling cells 

By ſtrange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook : 
As in an Organ, from one blaſt of wind, 

To many a row of pipes the ſound-board breaths, 


Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 


Roſe like an exlialation, with the ſound 

Of dulcet ſymphonies, and voices ſweet 3 

Built like a remple , where pilaſters round 

Were ſer, and Doric pillars , overlaid 

With golden architrave : nor did there want 
Cornice, or freezc , with boſſy ſculptures grav'n; 
The roof was ſretted gold. Not Babylon, 


Nor great Al-airo, ſuch magniſicence 
Equall'd in all their glories, to inshrine 


Belus, or Serapis, their Qods; or ſeat 

Their Kings, when Afgyor with Aria ſtrove 

In wealth and luxury. Th' aſcendine pile 

Stood fixt her ſtately height: and ſtrait the doors 
Op'ning their brazen folds, diſcover wide 


Within, her ample ſpaces, o'er the ſmooth 
And level pavement: from the arch -d roof, 


P-ndent by ſubtle magic, many a row 

Df ſtarry lamps, and blazing creſſete, fed 

Wich Naphtha and A phaltus, yielded light 

As from a sky. The haſty multitude 

Limiting enter'd and the work ſome praiſe, 
C 2 
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And ſome the architect: his hand was known 

In heav'n by many a towred ſtructure high, 

Where ſceptred angels held rheir reſidence , 

And ſat as Princes; whom the ſupreme King 

Exalted to ſuch pow'r , and grave to rule, 

Each in his Hierarchy , the Orders bright: 

Nor was his name unheard, or unador'd, 

In ancient Greece; and in Auſonian land 

Men call'd him Mulciber ; and how he fell 

From heav'n they fabled, thrown by angry Yve 

Sheer o'er the chryſtal battlements; from morn 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A ſummer's day; and with the ſetting ſun 

Drop'd from the Zenith like a falling ſtar, 

On Lemnos th' Ægean iſle : thus they relate, 

Erring; for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long be fore; nor ought avail'd him now 

Thave built in heav'n high tow'rs ; nor did he ſcapt 

By all his engins, but was hcadlong ſent 

With his induſtrious crew to build in hell. 
Mean while the winged heralds by command 

Of ſov'reign pow'r, with awful ceremony 

And trumpets ſound, throughout the hoſt proclain 


A ſolemn council forthwith to be held Boo 
At Pandemonium , the high Capital Wh 
Of Satan and his Peers: their ſummons call'd, | 

From every band and ſquared regiment, Inte 
By place or choice the worthieſt , they anon At 


With hundreds, and with thouſands, trooping cam rhu 
Arrcnded : all acceſs was throng'd : the gates Red 
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q nd porches wide , but chief the ſpacious hall 
{ Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 
at ride in arm'd, and at the Soldan's Chair 
+ Þ:4'd the beſt of Panim chivalry 
Fo mortal combat, or carriere with lance ) 
Flick ſwarm'd, both on the ground, and in the air, 
B:u:h'd with the hiſs of ruſling wings. As bees 
In ſoring time, when the ſun with Taurus rides, 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 
In cluſters ; they among fresh dews , and flowr's , 
Fly to and fro, or on the ſmoothed plank, 
(The ſuburb of their ſtrav- built cittadel,) 
New rub'd with baulm , expatiate, and confer 
Their ftare-affairs : fo thick the acry crowd 
Swarm'd, and were ſtreighten'd; till the ſignal giv'n: 
Bchold a wonder! they but now who ſeem'd 
In Bigueſs ro ſurpaſs Earth's Giant ſons , 
Now leſs than ſmalleſt dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberieſs, like that Pygmean race 
| Beyond the Indian mount; or Fairy Elves 3 
Whoſe midnight revels , by a foreſt ſide, 
Or fountain ſome belared pcaſanrt ſees , 
Ur dreams he ſees ; while over-head the moon 
$its atbitreſs, and nearer to the earth 
Wheels her pale courſe 3 they on their mirth and 
!, dance 
Intent, wich jocund muſic charm his ear: 
At once with joy, and fear, his heart rebounds. 
came rhus incorporeal ſpirits to ſmalleſt forms 
Reduc'd their shapes immenſe; and were at large, 
C 3 
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Though without number ſtill, amidſt the hall 


Of that inſernal court. But far within, 

And in their own dimenſions like themſelves, Fr 
The great Seraphic Lords, and Cherubim, 4 
In cloſe receſs, and ſecret conclave ſat; . 
A thouſand Demi-Gods on golden ſeats, P 
Frequent and full! After short filence then, 

And ſummons read, the great conſult began. 3 


The end of the firſt Book, 
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BOOK LL 


The ARGUMENT. 


Tue conſultation begun, Satan debates whe- 
| ther another battel be to be hazarded for 
the recovery of heaven : ſome adviſe it, 
others diſſuade, A third propoſal is pre- 
fer'd , mentioned before by Satan, to ſearch 
the truth of that prophecy or tradition in 
heaven concerning. another world, and ano= 
ther kind of creature, equal, or not much 
inferior to themſelves , about this time to 
be created : their doubt who Shall be ſent 
on this difficult ſearch : Satan their Chief 
undertakes alone the voyage ; is honor'd 
end applauded. The council thus ended, 
t12 reſt betake them ſeveral ways , and to 
Jexeral umployments , as their inclinations 
C 4 
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Satan return. He paſſes on his journey u 
hell gates , finds them shut , and who ſu Þ 
there to guard them, by whom at lengk | 
they are open d, and diſcover to him the 
great gulph between hell and heaven: 
_ with what difficulty he paſſes through , 
directed by Chaos , the Power of that 
place, to the ſight of this new world which 
he ſought. 


H I GH on a throne of royal ſtate , which far 

Outshone the wealth of Ormus, and of Int; 

Or where the gorgeous eaſt with richeſt hand 

Show'rs on her Kings Barbaric pearl, and gold, 

Satan exalted far, by merit rais'd 

To that bad eminence : and from deſpair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope , aſpires 

Beyond thus high; inſatiate ro purſue 

Vain war with heav'n; and by ſucceſs untaught, 

His proud imaginations thus diſplay'd. 
Powers, and Dominions , Deitics of heav'n! 

(For ſince no Deep within her gulph can hold 

Immortal vigor, though oppreſs'd and ſall'n, 

J give not heav'n for loſt : from this deſceur 

Celeſtial virtues rifing , will appear 

More glorious and more dread than from no fall, 

And truſt themſelves to fear no ſccond fate.) 


Me though juſt right, and the fix d laws of heav'a 


lead them , to entertain the time "ii KK: 
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mn id firſt create your Leader; next, free choice; 

60 jth what beſides, in council or in fight, 

ath been atchiey'd of merit: yet this loſs 
Mus far at leaſt recover'd , kath much more 

he Etablish'd in a ſafe un.nvyicd throne, 

| : Fielded with full conſent. The happicr ſtare 

 , El bcavin, which follows dignity , might draw 

hat il Envy from each inferior: but who here 

ch Wi cnvy whom the higheſt place expoſes 
Forcrmoſt to ſtand ayainſt the Thunderer's aim, 
Your bulwark ; and condemns to greateſt share 
Of cndleſs pain? Where there is then no good 

far Fer which to ſtrive, no ſtrife can grow up there 
From faction: for none ſur: will claim in hell 
Precedence; none, whoſe portion is ſo ſmall 

1, Noc preſent pain, that with ambitious mind 
Vill cover more! With this advantage then 
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord, 

More than can b. in heavin, we now return 

To claim our juſt inheritance of old, 

guter to proſper than proſperity 

Could have aſſur'd us: and by what beſt way, 

Whether of open war, or covert guile, 

e now debate: who can adviſe may peak. 

He ceas'd ; and next him Moloc, ſceprred King. 

ood up, the ſtrongeſt and the fieceſt tpirir 

Fat fought in heav'n , now fiercer by deſpair 2 

is truſt was with th* Eternal to be decm'd 

qual in ſtrength, and rather than be leſs, 

ard not to be at all; with that care loſt 


ht 1 
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Went all his fear: of God, or hell, or worſe, In 
He reck'd not; and theſe words thereafter ſpake ; 
My ſentence is for open war: of wiles, * 
More unexpert, I boaſt not: them let thoſe T: 
Contrive who necd ; or when they need, nor nos: 
For while they fit contriving , shall the reſt, To 
Millions that ſtand in arms, and longing wait Fe: 
The ſignal to aſcend, fit ling'ring here 
Heav'n's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame; 
The priſon of His tyranny who reigns 
By our delay? No! let us rather chuſe , Mal 
Arm'd with hell flames and fury, all at once : 
O':r heav'n's high tow'rs to force reſiſtleſs way, 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms all; 
Againſt the torturer: when to meet the noiſs 
Of His Almighty engin He shall hear 
Infernal thunder; and for lightning, ſee 
Black fire, and horror, shot with equal rage 
Among His Angels : and His throne irfelf 
Mixt with Tartarean ſulphur , and ſtrange fire, n 
His own invented torments. « . . . But perhaps If 
The way ſeems difficult, and ſtecp, to ſcale 
With upright wing againſt a higher fo 
Let ſuch bethink them, ( if the ſleepy dtench pe 


Of that forgetful lake benumb not Kill ) ly 
That in our proper motion we aſcend Pugh 
Up to our native ſear : deſcent and fall mich 
To us is adverſe, Whe but felt of late, He e 


Wen the fierce foe hung on our broken Re er 


ce 


ay; 


Rert 
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1 ſulting , and purſu'd us through the Deep , 


ich what compulſion, and laborious flight, 


EY c ſunk thus low? Th aſcent is caſie then 
event is fear'd ; should we again provoke 


Hur ſtronget, ſome worſe way His wrath may find 
To our deſtruction: (if there be in hel 
Fear to be worſe deſtroy'd) What can be worſe 
Than to dwell here, driven out from bliſs , con- 
demn'd 
In this abhorred deep to utter woe ! 
Fhete pain of unextinguishable fire 
Myſt exerciſe us, without hope of end, 
Th: vaſſals of His anger, when the ſcourge 
hexorably, and the torturing hour, 
ils us to penance ? more deſtroy*d than thus, 
Je chould be quite abolish'd, and expire. 
bat fear we then ? what doubt we to incenſe 
* urmoſt ire? which to the height enrag'd, 
l either quite conſume us, and reduce 
dnothing this eſſential; happier far, 
ban miſerable to have eternal Being. 
if our ſubſtance be indeed divine , 
d cannot ceaſe to be, we are ar worſt 
this fide nothing: and by proof we feel 
r power ſufficient to diſturb His heav'n, 
bl with perpetual inrodes to alarm, 
ough inacceſſible, His fatal throne : 
mich, if not victory, is yet revenge. 
He ended frowning , and his look denounc'd 
erate revenge, and battel dangerous 


Firſt, what revenge? The rowr's of heav'n are kill 


| 
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To leſs than Gods. On th' other fide uproſe A 


Belial , in at more graceful and humane: Hit 
A fairer perſon loſt not hcav'n; he ſeem'd In: 
For dignity compos'd, and high exploit: fc 


Bur all was falſe and hollow: though his tonge 
Drop*d Manna, and could make the worſe appeu 
The better reaſon , to perplex and dash Th 
Matureſt counſels ; for his thonghts were low: 
To vice induſtrious , but ro nobl:r deeds 
Timorous , and florhful : yet he pleas'd rhe car, 
And wir perſuaſive accent thus began. 

I should be much for open war, O Peers, , 
As not behind in hate, if what was urg'd 
Mn reaſon to periuad2 immediate war, 
Did not difluad2 me moſt ; and ſeem to cat 
Ominous conjecture on the whole ſucceſs ; 
When he who moſt excels in fact of arms, 
In what he counſcls, and in what excels, 
Miſtruſt ul, grounds his courage on deſpair, 
And utter diſſolution , as the ſcope 
Of all his aim, after ſome dire revenge. 


D | 
Ino 


Wich armed watch, that render all acceſs 
Impregnable : oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp their legions ; or with obſcure wing , 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night, 
Scorning ſurprize. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all hell should riſe 
Wich blackeſt inſurrection, to confound 
Heav'n's pureſt light; yet our great enemy, 
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Ill incorruptible , would on His throne 
It unpolluted; and th' ethercal mold 
capable of ſtain , would ſoon expel 
Her miſchief , and purge off the baſer fire, 
Miaorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 

flat deſpair : we muſt exaſperate 

' Almighty Victor to ſpend all His rage, 

And that muſt end us; that muſt be our cure 

d be no more.... Sad cure! for who would loſe, 
Though full of pain, this intellectual Being; | 
Thoſe thoughts, that wander through eternity; 
To perish rather, ſwallow'd up and loſt 

the wide womb of uncieated night, 

devoid of ſenſe and motion? And who knows, 

Let this be good) whether our angry foe | 
n give it, or will ever: how He can, 
doubrful ; that He never will, is ſure. 
ll He, ſo wiſe , let looſe at once His ite, 
like through imporence , or unaware , 
give His enemies their wish, and end 
em in his anger, whom His anger ſaves 
punish endleſs? .. . . Wherefore ceaſe we then? 
they who counſel war; We are decreed, 
ſery'd, and deſtin'd to eternal woe: 
patever doing, what can we ſuffer more; 
at can we ſuffer worſe? .. . . Is this then worſt, 
5 fitting , thus conſulting , thus in arms? 
at! when we fled amain, purſu'd, and ſtrook 
tn heav'n's afflicting thunder, and beſoughr 
Deep to shelter us ? This hell then ſeem'd 
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A refuge from thoſe wounds. Or, when we ly 
Chain'd on the burning lake? That ſure was work iS? 


What if che breach that kiüdled thoſe grim fire; a! 
Awak'd, should blow them into ſevenfold rage, Y. 
And pinnge us in the flames? Or, from above, 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again If 


His red right hand to plague us? What if all Co 


Her ſtores were open'd, and this ſirmament Il: 
Of hall should ſpout her cataracts of fre * An 
Impend:ut horrors ! thieatning hideous fall V. 
One day upon our heads: while we perhaps ri 
Deſigning or exhorting glorious war, Ile 


Caught in a fiery tempeſt shall be hurl'd 
Each on his rock transfix'd , the ſport and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds : or for ever ſuuk 
Under yon boiling occau , wrap'd in chains; 
There to converſe with everlaſting groans, 
Unreſpited, unpiticd , unrepriev'd, 

Ages of hopeleſs end? This would be worſe, 
War therefore, open or conceal'd , alike 

My voice diſſuades: for what can force or gulk 


Views all things at one view ? He from heart 
height 

All theſe our motions vain, ſees and derides : 

Not more almighty to reſiſt our mięht, 

Than wiſe to fluſtrate all our plots and wiles. 


Shall we then live thus vile, the race o“ hcar iP: !: 
Thus trampled, thus expell'd, to ſaffer here ve 
Chains and theſe rorments ? Better theſe ther ve I 
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my advice ; ſince fate inevitable 

Jubdues us, and omnipotcnt decree; 

he victor's will. To ſutter, as to do, 

Por ſtrength is equal, nor che law unjuſt 

hat ſo ordains: this was at fuſt reloly'd 

If we were wiſe, againit io great'a foe 
Conter:ding , and ſo doubt ful wiat might fall, 

I laugh , when thoſe who at the ſpear are bold 
And vent'rous, if that fai them, shrink, and fear 
1 Vi. yet they know mult follow, to indure 

B:ile , or ignowiny , or beuds, or pain, 

Ile ſentence of their conqu'ror ; This is now 

Our doom! which if we can ſuſtain and bear, 

prey Dur ſupreme loc, in time, may much remit 

ie anger: and perhaps thus far remey'd, 

ot mind us not offending, ſatisfy'd 

Vith what is punish'd: whence theſe ragirg fires 
il lecken, if his breath ſtir not their flames. 
Dur puter eſſence then will overcome 

eir noxious vapor; or enur'd, not feel ; 

uk cbang'd at length, and to the place conform'd 
ofe ont I temper, and in nature, will receive 

best Auliar the fierce heat, and void of pain. 

. hoccor will grow mild, this darkreſt, light: 
id:s what hope the ne ver- ending flight 

ture days may bring, what chance, what change 
Files. Woh waiting, ſince our preſent lot appears 

- hear happy, though bur ill; for ill, not workt ; 

ere ve procure not to our ſelves more woe. 

ner wei bas Belial with words cloath'd in reaſon's garb 


ſe, 


des: 
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Counſel'd ignoble eaſe, and peaceful ſloth, 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon ſpake, 
Either to ditinthrone the King of heav'n 
We war, if war be beſt, or to regain 1 
Our own right loſt : Him to unthrone we then . 
May hope, when everlaſting Fate shall yield V 
To fickle Chaace , and Chaos judge the ſtrife: MW Th 


The former vain to hope, argues as vain Th 
The latter: for what place can be for us Of 
Wichin heav'n's bound, unleſs heav'n's Lord Th: 

preme Ch. 
We over- power? Suppoſe He should relent An; 
And publish grace to all, on promiſe made Co. 
Of new ſubjection: with what eyes oould we I Mu: 
Stand in His preſence humble , and receive A: 
Strict laws impos'd , to celebrate His throne mi: 
With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead (in; Va 
Forc'd Hallelujahs ? while He lordly ſits Vor 


Our envy'd Sov'reign, and His altar breathes {Way 
Ambroſial odors, and Ambroſial flow'rs , Our 
Our ſervile offerings ! This muſt be our tack WS$co 
In heav'n , this our delight; how weariſome W#s 
Eternity ſo ſpent, in worship paid Ito 
To whom we hate! Let us not then purſue The | 
By force impoſſible, by leave obtain'd 
Unacceptable , though in heav'n, our ſtate 
Of ſplendid vaſlalage : but rather ſeck 

Our own good from ourſelves, and from om? 
Live to ourſelves ; though in this vaſt recess, 
Free, and to nonc accountable ; preferring 


I 
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>, ard liberty before the eaſie yoke 
be ſervile pomp.— Our greatneſs will appear 
nen moſt conſpicuous, when great things of ſmall, 
in WP (fl of hurrful , proſperous of adverſe 
We can create; and in what place ſoe'er 
Thrive under evil, and work eaſe out of pain, 
Through labor and indurance. This deep world 
Of darkneſs "do we dread ? how oft amidſt 
"rd Thick clouds and dark, doth heav'n's all-ruling Sire 
Chuſe to reſide, His glory unobſcur'd f 
And with the majeſty of darkneſs round 
Covers His throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 
Muſt'ring their rage, and heay'n reſembles hell? 
I He our darkneſs, cannot we His light 
. Imitare whe we pleaſe ? This deſert ſoil 
| (og Wants not her hidden luftre , gems, and gold: 
Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raiſe 
hes NMagnificence; and what can heav'n ſhew more? 
Our corments alſo may in length of time 
k come our elements; theſe piercing fires 
ns {Ws loft as now ſevere, our temper chang'd 
hto their temper ; which muſt needs remove 
N Th: ſenſible of pain. All things invite 
go peaceful counſels , and the ſettled ſtate 
Of order, how in ſafety belt we may 
Compoſe our preſent evils, with regard 
our what we are, and were; diſmiſſing quite 
lll thoughts of war. . . Ye have what I adviſe. 
He ſcarce had finish'd , when ſuch murmur fill'd 
' aſſembly, as when hollow rocks retain 
Tome I, D 


% 
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The ſound of bluſtring winds , which all night long 

Had rouz'd the ſca, now with hoarſe cadence lu! 

Sea-faring men o'erwatch'd , whoſe bark by chance 

Or pinnace, anchors in a craggy bay 

Afrer the tempeſt : ſuch applauſe was heard 

As Mammon ended, and his ſentence plcas'd , 

Adviſing peace. For, ſuch another field 

They dreaded worſe than hell: ſo much the ſes 

Of thunder, and the ſword of Michael, | 

Wrought ftill within them; and no leſs defis 

To found this nether empire , which might rilc, 

By policy, and long procels of time, 

In emulation oppoſite to heav'n. 

Which when Beelzebub percciv'd (than whom, 

Satan except, none higher ſat ) with grave 

Aſpect he roſe, and in his riſing ieem'd 

A pillar of ſtate ; deep on his front engraven , 

Deliberation ſar , and public care; 

And princely counſel in his face yer shene, 

Majeſtic though in ruin! ſage he ſtood, 

With Atlantean shoulders fic to bear 

The weight of mightieſt monarchies ; his lock 

Drew audience, and attention ſtill as night , 

Or ſummer's noon-rtide air; while thus he ſpake, 
Thrones, and Imperial Pow'rs offspring of heav! 

Ethereal virtues ! or theſe titles now | 

Muſt we renounce , and changing ſtyle, be call 

Princes of Hel! ? For, ſo the popular vore 

Inclines , here to continue , and build up here 

A growing empire: doubtleſs ! while we dican, 
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long Ind know not that the King of heav'n hath doom'd 
lk Mis place our dungeon; not our ſafe retreat 
re Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 


From heav'n's high juriſdiction, in new league 
ande d againſt His chrone: but to remain 

_ © I {:itcft bondage, though thus far remov'd, 
Under th' inevitable curb, reſery'd 

en Eis captive multitude: tor He, be ſure, 

mheight, or depth, ſtill firſt and laſt will reign 

le King, and of His kingdom loſe no part 
our revolt; but over hell extend 

His empire, and with iron ſccprre rule 

Us here, as with his golden thoſe in heav'n. 

1 Vhat ſit we then projeding peace and war ? 
Var hath determin'd us, and foil'd with loſs 
Itr:»>acable 3 terms of peace yet none 

n,; I Vocchſat 'd, or ſought : for what peace will be giv'n 
To is enflav'd , but cuſtody ſevere, 

And ſtripes , and arbitrary punishment 
Intliicted 2 and what peace can we return? 
But, to our pow'r , hoſtility , aud hate, 


K Untam'd reluctance, and revenge; though flow, 
; Met ever plotting how the conqueror leaſt 
abe, N. reap His conqueſt; and may leaſt rejoice 
heave doing ; what we mok in ſutfering feel? 
| Nor will occaſion want, nor shall we need 
call'l WF ith dangerous expedition, to invade 
raven, whoſe high walls fear no aftault ox ſiege, 
ere Naabush from the Deep : what if we fud 


ue calcr enterprize? There is a place, 
3 3 
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(If ancient and prophetic fame in heav'n 

Err not) another world, the happy ſeat 

Of ſome new race call'd Man; about this time 
To be created like to us, though leſs 

In pow'r and excellence, but favor'd more 
Of Him who rules above: ſo was His will 
Pronounc'd among the Gods, and by an oath, 


That shook heav'n's whole circumference , con. 


firm'd. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mold, 


Or ſubſtance, how endu'd, and what their pci, 


And where their werkneſs , how attempted beſt, 
By force, or ſubtilty. Though heav'n be shut; 
And hcav*n's high arbitrator ſit ſecure 

In his own firength, this place may lie expos'd, 
The urmoſt border of His kingdom , left 

To their defence who hold it: here perhaps 
Some advantagious a& may be atchiev'd 

By ſudden onſet, either with hell fire 

To waſte His whole creation; or poſſeſs 

All as our own, and drive (as we were driv'n ) 
The puny habitants; or if not drive, 

Seduce them to our party, that their God 
May prove their foe , and with repenting hand 
Abolich His own works. This would furpaſs 
Common revenge , and inrerrupt his joy 

In our confuſion, and our joy upraiſe 

In His diftucbance ; when His darling ſons, 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with us , shall cur 


curks 


tempting, or to fir in darkneſs here 
FEatching vain empires... Thus Beelxebub 


By Satan, and in part propos'd : for hence, 


The great Creator? But their {pire ſtill ſerves 
£ P 


Pleas'd highly thoſe infernal States, and joy 
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Weir frail original, and faded bliſs: 
Ided ſo ſoon ! Advife if this be worth 


Plcaded his devilish counſel , firſt devis'd 


But from the author of all ill, could ſpring 
$ deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to ſpite 


His glory to augment. The bold defign 


perkled in all their eyes; with full aſſent 

They vote: vhereat his ſpecch he thus renews. 
Well have ye judg'd, well ended long debate, 
Synod of Gods! and, like to what ye are, 

Grear things reſolv'd : which from the loweſt deep 
Will once more lift us up, in ſpire of Fate, 
earer our ancient ſcat ; perhaps in view 

Mihoſe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 
| arms , | 


Ind opportune excurſion, we may chance 
-enter heav'n : or elſe, in ſome mild Zone 
ell not unviſited of heav'n's fair light, 
ure, and at the bright'ning orient beam 
ge off this gloom : the ſoft delicious air, 
"cal the ſcar of rheſe corroſive fires , 


Bi! breathe her balm ... But firſt whom shall we 
ſend 


45 PARADISE Los r. II. Book. 


In ſearch of this nzw world; whom shall we fad 4 
Sufficient? Who shall tempt with wand'ring feet Ou 


The dark , unbottom d, infinite Abyſs, Out 
And througa the paipable obſcure find out Nin 
His uncouth way ; or ſpread his acry flight, Barc 
Up-born with indefatigable wings The! 
Over the vaſt abrupt, e'er he arrive Of a 


The happy iſle? What ſtrength, what art can ta WId 
Suffice, or what evaſion bear him ſafe 
Through the ſtrict ſenreries , aud ſtations thick 
Of angels warching round? Here he had need 
All circumſpection; and we now no leſs 
Choice in our ſuffrage : for, on whom we ſend, 
Ihe weight of all, and our laſt hope, relies. 
This aid, he ſat; and expectation held 
His look ſuſpenſe, awaiting who appear'd 
To ſecond or oppoſe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt: but all ſat mute, 


Pondering the danger with decp thoughts; and e ſe 
In others count'nance read his own diſmay , fulit 
Aſtonish'd: None, among the choice and ; :ime i ha: 


Of thoſe heav'n-warring champions, could be (ou Wim 

So hardy, as to proifer , or accept 

Alone, the dreadrul voyage: till at laſt 

Satan, whom now tranſcendent glory rais'd 

Above his fellows , with monarchal pride 

( Conſcious of higheſt worth) unmov'd thus [pak 
O Progeny of heav'n, empyreal Thrones : 

With reaſon hath deep filence , and demu: ; 

Sceiz'd us, though undiſmay'd ; long is abe van 
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a hard, that out ot hell leads up to light: 

Jur priſon ſtrong; this huge convex of fire, 

Outragious to devour , immurcs us round 

Muc fold: and gates of burning adamant 

Barc d over us, prohibit all egreſs. 

Theſe paſs'd (if any paſs) the void profound 

Of uneſlential night receives him next 
tha Wide gaping ! and with utter lots of Being 
Thrcarens him, ptung?d in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he ſcape into whatever world, 
Or unknown region, what remains him lefs 
han unknown danyers , and as heard elcape ? 
But | should ill become this throne , O Peers! 
. this imperial ſov'reignty . adorn'd 

With ſplendor, arm'd with pow'r, if ought propos'd 

nd judg'd of public moment, in the shape 

Nlifficulty, or danger, could deter 
from attempting. Whereforc do 1 aſſume 
eſe Royalties, and not refuſe to reign, 
uſing to accept as great a share 
bazard, as of honor, due alike 
bim who reigns, and ſo much to him due 
hazard more, as he above the reſt 
$i-honor'd fits ? Go therefore, mighty Pow'rs ! 
lor of heav'n, though fall'n! intend at home, 
ile here shall be our home) what beſt may eaſe 
preſent miſery, and render hell 
ſe tolerable : if there be cure, or charm , 
ſpite, or deceive, or Hack the pain 
tus ill manſion, Intermit no warch 


43 PAAAD16 U Los r. Book II. 


Againſt a wakeful foe , while 1 abroad, 
Through all the coaſts of dark deſtruction , ſeck 


Deliverance for us all: this enterprize 0 
None shall partake with me .. . . Thus ſaying u Fi 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply: Of 
Prudent, left, from his reſolution rais'd , Of 
Others among the chief might offer now Ye 


(Certain to be refus'd ) what erſt they fear d; An 
And ſo refus'd, might in opinion ſtand 
His rivals; winning cheap the high repute, A; 
Which he through hazard huge muſt earn. But , N 
Dreaded not more th” adventure, than his voice Wh; 
Forbidding ; and at once wich him they roſc : 
Their riſing all at once was as the ſound 

Of thunder heard remote. Tow'rds him they bu 
With awful reverence prone ; and as a God 
Extol him equal to the higheſt in heav'n : 
Nor fail'd they so expreſs how much they praist Ane 
That for the general ſafety he deſpis'd A x 
His own : (for neither do the ſpirits damn'd Vir 
Loſe all their virtue; leſt bad men should boat hei 
The ir ſpecious deeds on carth, wihich glory ec 
Or cloſe ambition vanish'd o'er with zcal. ) 
Thus they their doubtful conſultations daik 
Ended, rejoicing in their matchleſs Chief: 
As when from mountain- tops the dusky cloud: 
Aſcending, while the north- wind ſleeps, of- 
Heav'n's chearful face, the low'ring element 
Scowls oer the darken'd landſchape ſnow, oi She 
A chance the radiant ſun with fare wel ſweet 


Exit 
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; -rend his ev'ning beam, the fields revive , 

Ie birds their notes renew , and bleating herds 
K tteſt their joy, that hill and valley rings. 

O shame to men ! Devil with Devil damn'd 

Fim concord holds, men only diſagree 

Of creatures rational , though under hope 

Of heav'nly grace : and, God proclaiming peace, 

Yer live in hatred, enmity and ſtrife 
; Among themſelves , and levy cruel wars , 

Waſting the earth, each other to deſtroy : 

As if ( which might induce us to accord) 
tie Man had not hellish foes enow beſides, 
dice That, day and nigh , for his deſtruction wait. 
the Stygian council thus diſſolv'd; and forth 

In order came the grand infernal Peers: 
baß Miaſt came their mighty Paramount, and ſeem'd 
d Alone th' antagoniſt of heav'n, nor leſs 

Than hell's dread Emperor, vith pomp ſupreme 
raise And God-like imitated ſtate. Him round 

A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd , 
d Wich brigh imblazonry , and horrent arms. 
bob hen, of their ſeſſion ended they bid cry 
Vich trumpets regal ſound the great reſult: 
Tow'rds the four winds four ſpeedy Cherubim 


ik r to their mouths the ſounding alchymy , 

; By herald's voice explain'd : the hollow Abyſs 
.oud* Heard far and wide, and all the hoſt of hell 

er- ich deaf ning shout retürn'd them loud acclaim: 
nt WF Thence more at caſe their minds, and ſome what 
11 500 rais*d N 
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By falſe preſumpru»us hope, the ranged Poy'rs 


Disband , and wand'ring , each his ſeveral way 
Purſues, as inclination or ſad choice : 
Leads him perplex'd , where he may likelieſt find WM 1 
Truce to his reſtleſs thoughts, and entertain ( 
The irkſome hours, till his great Chief return. 0 
Part on the plain, or in the air ſublime In 
Upon the wing, or in ſwift race contend, 0 
As at th' Olympian games, or Pythian fields: i. 
Part curb their fiery ſteeds, or shun the goal An 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. or 


As when, to warn proud cities, war appears 
Wag'd in the troubled sky, and armies rush. 
To battel in the clouds; before each van 
Prick forth the aery Knights, and couch their ſp2a:t 
TH thickeſt legions cloſe ; with feaths of arms 
From either end of heav'n the welkin burns. 
Others, with vaſt Typhaan rage, more fell! 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 
In whirlwind : hell ſcarce holds the wild uproz: 
As when Alcider from Oechalia crown'd 
With conqueſt, felt th invenom'd robe, a 
Through pain up by the roots Theſſalian pines; 
And Lickas from the top of Oeta threw 

Into th? Euboic Sea. Others more mild, 
Retreated in a ſilent valley, ſing 

Wich notes Angelical to many a harp 

Their own heroic deeds, and hapleſs fali 

By doom of barrel : and complain that fate 
Free virtue should inthrall to force, or chance, 


* 
1 dete 


de 


nate; 
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F heir ſong hs partial; but the harmony 
What could it leſs when ſpirits immortal ſing?) 
guſpended hell, and took with ravishment 


ruhe thronging audience, In diſcourſe more ſweet, 


For eloquence the ſoul, ſong charms the ſenſe) 
Others apart ſat on a hull rerir'd, 
In thoughts more elevate , and reaſon'd high, 
Of providence , foreknowledge, will, and fate; 
Fix'd fate, free will, foreknowledge abſolute; 
And found no end, in wandring mazes loſt. 
Of good, and evil, much they argu'd then, 
Of happineſs , and final miſery , 
Paſſion , and apathy , and glory, and shame: 
Vain wiſdom all, and falſe philoſophy ! 

er, with a pleaſing ſorcery, could charm 

Pain for a while, or anguish; and excite 
ullacious hope, or arm th? obdurate breaſt 

ih ſtubborn patience, as with triple ſteel, 
other part, in ſquadrons and groſs bands, 
bold adventure to diſcover wide by 
kt diſmal world (if any clime perhaps 
ght yield them eaſier habitation ) bend 
ur ways their flying march, along the batiks 
four infernal rivers, that diſgorge 
d the burning lake their baleful ſtreams : 
horred Styx , the flood of deadly hate; 
Acheron, of ſorrow; black and deep! 
tus, nam'd of lamentation loud 
ard on the rueful ſtream : fierce Phlegeton 
ole waves of torrent fire inflame with rageq 
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Far off ſrom theſe, a flow and ſilent ſtream, 
Lethe, the tiver of oblivion, rolls 

Her wat'cy labyrinth; whereof who drinks, 
Forthwith his former ſtate and Being forgets, 


Forgets both joy, and grief, pleaſure , and pain, 


Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

Lies dark, and wild; beat with perpetual ſtorms 
Of whirlwind, and dire hail ; which on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap , and rum ſeems 
Of arcient pile: all elſe , deep ſnow and ice: 
A gulf profound! as that Serbonian bog 
Bertwixt Damiata, and mount Caſius old, 


Where armies whole have ſunk : the parching ai: 


Burns frore , and cold perfoms th' effect of tie, 
Thither by harpy-foored furies hal'd, 
Ar certain revolutions, all the damn'd 


Are brought; and feel by turns the bitter char: 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fic; 


From beds of raging fire to ſtarve in ice 
Their ſoft erkereal warmrh, and there to pine 
Immoveable, infix'd, and frozen round , 
Periods of time; thence hurricd back to (.r2, 
They ferry over this Lethæan Sound 

Both to and fro, their ſorrow to augment , 
And wish, and ſtruggle as they paſs, to reach 
The rempring ſtream, with one ſmall drop to! 
In ſweer forgetfulneſs all pain and woe, 

All in one moment, and ſo near the brink : 
But Fate withſtands, and to oppoſe th' attemę: 
Meduſa with Gorgonian terror guards 
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Fhe ford, and of itſelf the water flies 

All taſte of living wight; as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In confus*'d march forlorn th' advent'rous bands, 

Wich shudd'ring horror pale, and eyes agaſt, 

Vicw'd firſt their lamentable lot, and ſound 

No reſt : through many a dark and dreary vale 

They paſs'd , and many a region dolorous , 

O'er many a frozen , many a fiery Alp, 

Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and chades 
of death ; 

A univerſe of death ! which God by curſe 

Created evil; for evil only good, 


| Where alllife dies, death lives, and nature breeds 


Perverſe , all monſtrous, all prodigious things, 
Abomindble , inutterable ; and worſe 
Than Fables yet have fcign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
Corgons , and Hydras , and Chimeras dire. 

Mean while the adverſary of God and man 


Suan, with thoughts inflam'd of higheſt deſign, 


Puts on ſwift wings, and tow'rds the gates of hell 
Explores his ſolitary flight: ſometimes 

He ſcours the right-hand coaſt, ſometimes the left: 
Now shaves with level wing the Deep; then ſoars 


p to the fiery concave tow'ring high, 
As when far off at ſca a fleet deſcry'd , 


Hangs in the clouds, by Æquinoctial winds 
Cloſe ſailing from Bengala, or the iſles 
Of Ternare , and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Ikcir ſpicy drugs: they on the trading flood 
E 3 
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Through the wide Æthiopian, to the Cape 

Ply, ſtemming nightly tow'rd the Pole: ſo ſecn'4 
Far off the flying Fiend. At laſt appear 

Hell bounds, high- reaching to the horrid roof; 
And thrice three fold the gates: three folds wer, 
braſs, 

Three iron, three of adamantine rock; 
Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire, 

Yer unconſum' d. Before the gates there ſat 

On either ſide a formidable shape; 

The one ſeern'd woman to the waiſt, and fair; 
But ended foul in many a ſcaly fold, 
Voluminous and vaſt! a ſerpent arm'd 

Wich mortal ting : about her middle round 

A cry of hell-hounds never ceaſing bark'd 
With wide Cerberian mouths full loud , and rung 
A hideous peal : yet, when they liſt , would creep; 
If ought diſturb'd their noiſe , into her womb, 
And kennel there; yet there ſtill bark'd, and howl'l 
Within, unſeen. Far leſs abhor'd than theſe 
Vex'd Scyila, bathing in the ſea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarſe Trinacrian shore: 

Nor uglier follow the Night-hag , when call'd 
In ſecret, riding through the air she comes 
Lur'd with the ſmell of infant-blood , to dance 
With Lapland witches, while the lab'ring Moon 
Eclipſes at their charms. The other shape 

(If shape it might be calld, that shape had none 
Diſtinguishable in member, joint, or limb; 


Or ſubſtance might be call'd that shadow ſeem'd, 
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; or each ſeem'd either : ) black it Rood as night, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as hell, 
And shook a dreadful dart ; whar ſeem'd his head, 


he likeneſs of a Kingly crown had on. 


guan was now at hand, and from his ſeat 

The monſter moving, onward came as faſt 

Wich horrid ſtrides: hell trembled as he ſtrode. 

Th undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd ; 

Admir'd; not fear'd; God and his Son evcept Th 

Created thing naught valued he, nor shun'd ; 

And with diſdainful look thus firſt began. 
Whence , and what, art chou! cxecrat!e shape! 

Thar dart, though grim and rertible , ac: ance 


iy miſ-created front athwart my way 


To yonder gates ? through them 1 mean to paſs , 
T-2t be aflur'd, without leave ask'd of thee. 
Rerire , or taſte thy folly, and learn by proof, 


Hell- born! not to contend with fpirits of heav'n. . . 


To whom the Goblin full of wrath reply'd ; 
Art thou that Traitor-Angel, art thou He, 
Who firſt broke peace in heav'n, and faith, till then 


Unbroken; and in proud rebellious arms 


Drew after him the third part of heav'n's ſons, 
Conjur'd againſt the Higheſt; for which both thou 
And they, outcaſt from God, are here condemn'd 
Jo waſte eternal days in woe and pain? 

fund reckon'ft thou thy ſelf with ſpirits of heav'n, 
Hell- doom'd! and breath'& defiance here and ſcorn, 
Where I reign King, ard to enrage thee more , 
Wy King, and Lord? Back to thy punishmenr , 
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Falſe fugitive! and to thy ſpeed add wings; 

Leſt with a whip of ſcorpions I purſue 

Thy ling'ring; or with one ſtroke of this dart 

Strange horror ſeize thee , and pangs unfelt before; 
So ſpake the grieſly Terror, and in shape, 

(So ſpeaking, and ſo threatning ) grew tenfold 

More dreadful and deform. On th' other ſide 

Incens'd with indignation Satan ſtood 

Unterrify'd; and like a Comet burn'd , 

Thar fires the length of Ophiucus huge 

In th' arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 

Shakes peſtilence and war. Each at the head 

Level'd his deadly aim; their fatal hands 

No ſecond ſtroke intend : and ſuch a frown 

Each caſt at th' other, as when two black clouds 

With heav'n's artil'ry fraught, come rattling on 

Over the Caſpian; then ſtand front to front, 

Hov'ring a ſpace , till winds the ſignal blow 

To join their dark encounter in mid air: 

So frown'd the mighty combatants, that hell 

Grew darker at their frown : ſo match'd they ſtood 

For never but once more was either like 

To meer ſo great a foe. And now great deeds 

Had been atchiev'd, whereof all hell had rung, 

Had not the ſnaky ſorcereſs that ſar 

Faſt by hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, 

Ris'n, and with hideous outcry rush'd between. 
O father ! what intends thy hand, she cry'd, 

Againſt thy only ſon? What fury, O ſon, 

Poſleſſes thee; to bend that mortal dart 


e. 
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Vainſt thy father's head? and know'it for whom 5 

Ir Him who ſits above, and laughs the while 

At thee , ordain'd his drudge, to execute 

Whatc'er his wrath , which He calls juſtice , bids 5 

Hi: wrath , which one day will deſtroy ye both! 
che ſpake , and at her words the hellish peſt 


Forbore ; then theſe to her Satan return'd. 


So ſtrange thy outcry, and thy words ſo ſtrange 


Mou interpoſeſt, that my ſudden hand 


prevented, ſpares to tell thee yet by deeds 


What it intends ; till firſt 1 know of thee , 
Mhat thing thou art, thus double-form'd ; and why, 


In chis infernal vale firſt met, thou call'ſt 

le father, and that phanta'm call'ſt my ſon : 
kno thee not, nor ever ſaw till now 
ht more deteſtable than him, and thee, 

T' whom thus the portreſs of hell-gare reply'd : 
aſt thou forgot me then, and do I ſe:m 
oy in thine eye ſo foul ? once deem'd fo fair 
| heav'n ! when at th' aſſembly, and in ſight 
Mall the Seraphim, with thee combin'd 
bold conſpiracy againſt heav'n's King, 
Ul on a ſudden miſerable pain 
priz'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy ſwum 
darkneſs ; while thy head flames thick and faſt 
rex forth; till on the left ſide op'ning wide, 
et to thee in shape, and count'nance bright, 
Nen shining heav'nly fair, a Goddeſs arm'd; 
pt of thy head I ſprung : amazement ſeiz'd 
ih hoſt of heav'n ; back they recoil'd , afraid 
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At firſt, and call'd me Sin; and for a ſign 10 
Portentous held me : but familiar grown, 

I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won 
The moit averſe, thee chiefly, wo full oft 
( Thy ſelf in me thy perfect image viewing) 
Becam'ſt inamor'd, and ſuch joy thou took'ſt 
With me in ſecret, that my womb conceiy'd 
A growing burthen. Mean while war aroſe, 0 
And fields were foughr in heav'n; wherein rea? 
(For what could elſe? ) to our Almighty foe 
Clear victory; to our part loſs, and rout, 
Through all the empyr-an : down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of heav'n, don 
Into this Deep; and in the gen'ral fall 

I alfo : at which time this pow'rſul key 

Into my hand was griv'n, with charge to beep 
Theſe gates for ever shut, which none can pals 
Without my op' ning. Penfive here 1 far 


Alone, but long I ſat not, till my womb ale 
Pregnant by thee, and now exceſſive grow! , ien 
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful thraes! the 
At laſt this odious offspring whom thou ſecit, 4. 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way be 
Tore through my intrails; that with fear, and eg 
Diſtorted, all my nether shape thus grew H 
Transform'd. But he, my inbred enemy de! 
Forth. iſſu'd, brandishing his fatal dart, In le; 
Made to deſtroy : 1 fled, and cry*d out Dear} err 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and fig! { 


From all her caves, and back reſounded, Dean, 
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fed, but he purſu'd (though more, it ſeems , 
lam'd with luſt than rage) and, ſwifter far? 
Me overtook his mother, all diſmay'd: 
Ind in embraces ſorcible , and foul, ' 
Ingendring with me, of that rape begot 
eſe yelling monſters ; that with ccaſeleſs cry 
round me, as thou ſaw'ſt; hourly concciv'd, 
In! hourly born, with ſorrow infinite 
xi (Wo me! For, when they liſt, into the womb 
Hat bred them they return; and howl, and gnaw 
bowels, their repaſt: then burſting forth , 
eh with conſcious terrors vex me round; 
got reſt, or intermiſſion none I find. 
Fiore mine eyes in oppoſition fits 
pn Death, my ſon and foe : who ſets them on, 
me his parent would full ſoon devour 
avant of other prey, but that he knows 
N end with mine involv'd: and knows that I 
uld prove a bitter morſel, and his Lane , 
never that shall be; ſo Fate pronounc'd. 
thou O ſather ! 1 forewarn rhee , shun 
deadly arrow; neither vainly hope 
be inyuln'rable in thoſe bright arms, 
ugh remper'd heav'nly; for that mortal dint; 
e He who reigns above, noue can reſiſt ! 
pic finish*d , and the ſubtile fend his lore 
In learn'd, now milder, and thus anſwer'd ſmooth. 
Dear daughter! ſince thou claim'ſt me for thy 
lire, 
ny fair ſon here show'ſt me (the dear pledge 
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Of dalliance had with thee in heav'n, and joys | 
Then ſweet, now ſad to mention, thro? dire chary He 
Befall'n us, unforeſeen, unthought of!) knor f 
] come no enemy, but to ſer free | 
From out this dark and diſmal houſe of pain, An. 
Both him, and thee, and all the heav'nly hoſt 
Of ſpirits that ( in our juſt pretenſes arm'd, ) 
Fell with us from on high : from them 1 go 
This uncouth errand ſole; and one for all 
My ſelf expoſe , with lonely ſteps to tread 
Tir unſounded Decp , and through the void is 
menſe 
To ſearch with wandring queſt a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring ſigns , e*cr-now 
Created, vaſt and round; a place of bliſe 
In the pourlieues of heav'n, and therein plac' 


ere 
ith, 


A race of upſtart creatures: to ſupply m 
Perhaps our vacant room; though more remor een 
Leſt heav'n ſurcharg'd with potent multitude B 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this, or our tel 
Than this more ſecret , now defign'd, I haſte d th 
To know: and this once known , shall ſoon reti 0 
And bring ye to the place where Thou, and D th 
Shall dwell at eaſe, and up and down unſcen yd 
Wing filently the buxom air, imbalm'd 2 
With odors : there ye shall be fed, and 6114 em 
Immeaſurably, all things shall be your prey. dt 
He ceas'd, for both ſeem'd highly pleas'd, \rehy 
Death hich 

uld 


Grinn'd horrible a ghaſtly ſmile , to hear 
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amine should be fill'd; and bleſt his may 
ſtin'd to that good hour : no leſs rejoic'd 

mother bad, and thus beſpake her ſire : 
The key of this infernal pit by due, 

And by command of heav'n's all-pow'rful King g 

þ keep; by Him forbidden to unlock 

T}.-ſc adamantine gates, againſt all force 

) Death ready ſtands to interpoſe his dart, 

Fearleſs ro be o'ermarch'd by living might. 

ut what owe I to His commands above 

Who hates me, and hath hither thruſt me down 


oh o this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
1; fit in hate ful office here confin'd , 
nov dhabirant of heav'n, and heav'nly- born, 


ere in perpetual agony, and pain, 

ith rerrors , and with clamors compaſs'd round, 
If mine own brood , that on my bowels feed? 
hou art my father, thou my author, thou 
Being gav'ſt me; whom should I obey 

tthee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me ſoon 
þ that new world of light and bliſs, among 

be Gods who live at caſe , where I shall reign 

t thy right hand voluptuous , as beſeems 

by daughter, and thy darling, without end. 

Thus ſaying , from her ſide the fatal key, 

q inſtrument of all our woe! she took; 

d tow'rds the gate rolling her beſtial train; 
thrith the huge portcullis high up-drew ; 
ch but her ſelf, not all the Stygian Pow'rs 

ud once have moy'd ; then in the key-hole rurny 
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Tit” intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
Of maſly iron, or ſolid rock, with caſe 
Unfaſtens: on a ſudden open fly, 

With impetnous recoil, and jarring ſound, 
Ti: infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harsh thunder, that the loweit bottom sho 
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to shut 
Excell'd her pow'r ; the gates wide open food, WTi: 
That with extended wings a banner'd hoſt , Jf nic 
Under ſpread enſigns marching , might paſs tag 
With horſe, and chariots, rank'd in looſe 2r:ay, Want 
So wide they ſtood ! and, like a furnace ict, Hul. 


K 


Caſt forth redounding ſmoke , and ruddy flame. de 

Be fore their eyes in ſudden view appear fo t 

The ſccrets of the hoary Deep; a dark dod 

Ulimitable ocean! withour bound, d' 

Without dimenſion; where length, breadch, "24 

height, : 

And time, and place are loſt; where eldeſt 7\;;i:ſ r 

And Ctgos, anceſtors of Nature, hold th a. 
Eternal auarchy, amidſt the noiſe de ca 
Ofendleſs wars, and by confuſion ſtand: BY 

For, hot, cold, moiſt , and dry, four champ ti 
| fierce , te 
dtrive here for maſt'ry, and to battel bring te: 
Their embryon atoms; they around the flag ltc 
Of each his faction, in their ſev'ral clans , Wn a. 
Light-arm'd, or heavy, sharp, ſmooth , (ii. ge 
ſlow , 4 v 


Swarm populous , un-number'd as the ſands 
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Or Parca, or Cyrene's torrid ſoil, 
Lereed ro fide with warring winds, and poiſe ] 
Their lichter wings. To whom theſe moſt adhere 
> rules a moment: Chaos umpire fits, 
Ind by deciſion more embroils the fray, 
rhich he reigns : next him high arbiter 
knce governs all. Into this wild abyſs, 
Tie womb of nature, and perhaps her grave) 
Freithe- ſea , nor shoar, nor air, nor fire, 
kt all tneſe in their pregnant cauſes mix'd 
(nfus*dly , and which thus muſt ever fight, 
Unleſs th* Almighty Maker them ordain 

dark materials to create more worlds) 
to this wild abyſs the wary fiend 
bod on the brink of hell, and look'd a-while ; 
bCring his voyage; ( for no-narrow friih 
had to croſs ) : nor was his ear leſs peal'd 
I noiſes loud, and ruinous, (to compare 
tit things with ſmall ) than when Bellona ſtorms, 
tall her batt'ring engins bent to raſe 
be capital city; or leſs than if this frame 

beav'n were falling, and theſe elements 

tiny had from her axle torn 
cadfaſt earth. At laſt his ſail- broad vans 
reads for flight, and in the ſurging ſmoke 
Litcd ſpurns the ground: thence many a league, 
Mn a cloudy chair, aſccnding rides 
Rcious ; but that ſear ſoon failing, meets 
Alt vacuity : all unawares 
Fung his pennons vain, plumb down he drops 
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Ten thouſand fathom deep: and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 
The ſtrong rebuff of ſome tumultuous cles 
Inſtinct with fire and nitre , hutried him 
As many miles aloft : that fury ſtay'd , 
Quench'd in a boggy Syrtis, neither ſea, 
Nor good dry land , nigh founder'd on he fare: 
Treading the crude conſiſtence, half on foot, 
Half flying; behooves him now both oar and! 
As when a gryfon , through the wilderneſs 
With winged courſe o'er hill, or moory dale, 
Purſues the Arimaſpian, who by ſtealth 
Had from his wakeful cuſtody purloin'd 
The guarded gold: ſo eagerly the ficnd 
O'er bog or ſteep , through itrair , rough, Cr! 
rare, 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, purſues his: 
And ſoims, or ſinks, or wades, or creeps, ort 
At length a univerſal hubbub wild 
Of ſtunning ſounds , and voices all confus'd, 
Born through the hollow dark aſſaults his eu 
Wick loudeſt vehemence : thither he plics , 
Undaunted to meet there wharever Pow'r, 
Or ſpirit, of the nethermoſt abyſs, 
Might in that noiſe reſide, of whom to ak 
Which way the neareſt coaſt of darkneſs lies, 
Bordering on light: when ſtrait behold the ti! 
Of Chaos , and his dark pavilion ſpread 
Wide on the waſteful Deep: with him inthron 
Sar ſable-veſted Night, eldeſt of things, 


Book II. PARADISE Los T. 65 


e confort of his reign: and by them ſtood 
Orchus, and Ades, and the dreaded name 

Df D:mogorgon : Rumor next, and Chance, 

Ard Tumult, and Con/uſton all irabroil'd, 

rd Diſcord with a thouſand various mouths, 

TP whom Satan turning boldly, thus... Te Pow'rs, 
d ſpirits, of this nethermoſt aby ſe, 

295, and Ancient Night I come no ſpy 


fith purpoſe to explore, or to diſturb, 

= ſecrers of your realm; but by conſtraint 

"I Wand'ring this darkſome defart, as my way 
e through your ſpacious empire up to light, 
lone, and without guide, half loſt, 1 ſeck 

oy ſhat r-alicft path leads where your gloomy 

bounds 

156 fine with heav'n: or if ſome other place 

your dominion won, th' ethereal King 

Rs iT lately, thither to arrive 

oh rel this Profourd : direct my courſe > 

ge, no mean r-compenſe it brings 

2 Four bchoof: if 1 that region lolt, 

' [{Wiliparion thence expell'd, reduce 

& her original darkneſs, and your way, 

Thich is my preſent journey ) and once more 
a5 & the ſtandard there of Ancient Night; 
lies I be thi advantage all, mine the revenge! 

i — 
che d us Satan; and him thus the anarch old, 
alt'ring ſpeech, and viſage incompos'd, 
NUVI. 1 Know thee, ſtranger, who thou art 
> 2 


mighty leading Angel who of late 
Tome J. | * 
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Made head againſt heav*n's King, tho' overthroni 


J ſaw, and heard; for ſuch a num'rous hot p 
Fled not in ſilence through the frighted Deep, _ 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, Fo 
Confuſion worſe confounded ; and heav'n-gate: P. 
Pour'd out by millions her victorious bands Or 
Purſuing. I upon my frontiers here Ti 
Keep reſidence ; if all I can will ſerve , Fro 


That little which is left ſo to defend, 4a 
Fncroach'd on ſtill through our inreſtine broilet, VI. 
Weak'ning the ſceptre of old Night: firſt hell, To t 
Your dungeon, ſtretching far and wide beneath; 
Now lately heav'n, and earth, another world 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain, 
To thar fide heav'n from whence your legions fd 
If that way be your walk, you have not far; 
So much the nearer danger: go, and ſpeed ! 
Havoc, and ſpoil, and ruin are my gain. 

He ceas'd, and Satan ſtaid not to reply, 
Bur glad that now his ſea should find a chore, 
With fresh alacrity, and force renew'd , 
Springs upwards , like a pyramid of fire, 
Into the wild expanſe ; and through the shock 

f fighting elements, on all ſides round 
Environ'd, wins his way : harder beſet, 
Aud more endanger'd , than when Argo pal:'d 
Through Baſphorus, betwixt the juſtling rocks 
Or when Ulyſſes on the Larboard shunn'd 
Charybdis , and by th* other whirlpool ſtect““, 
So ke with difficulty, and lab or hard 
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Hov'd on: with difficulty and labor he; 

But he once paſt, ſoon after, when man ſell, 

$ecange alteration ! Sin, and Death, a-main 

| Following his track ( ſach was the will oCkeavn!) 

Pay'd aſter him a broad and beaten way | 

Over the dark abyſs, whoſe bolling 

Tamely endur'd a bridge of vond'rous length; 
. 


wa 


wwalt 


F:om hell continu'd, reaching ti utmoſt orb 
Df this frail world; by which the ſpirits perverſe 
EY ith eaſie intercourſe paſs to and fro , 
" To tempt or punish mortais , except whom 
FE $04 and good Angels guard Ly ſpecial graces 
1 But now at laſt the ſacred influence 
light appears, and from the walls of heav'n 
Hoots ſar into the boſom of dim night 
glimmering dawn: here Nature fitſt begins 
a Mer ſartheſt verge, and Chaos to retire, 
gon her ourmoſt works a broken foe , 
V it 115 tumult leſs, and with leſs hoſtile din; 
at Jatan with leſs toil, an nd now with caſe 


10t% 1 
ſatrs on the calmer wave by dubious light 5 - 
nd like a weather-beaten veſſel holds 
ack ladly the port, though shrouds and rackle torn ; 


in the emprier waſte , reſembling air , 
eighs his ſpread wings, at leiſure to behold 
t off ch empyreal heav'n, extended vide 
circuit, undetermin'd ſquare or round: 
ith opal tow'rs, and battlemears adorn'd 
living ſaphir, ( once his native ſeat ! ) 
0 falt by, banging in a golden chain, 
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This pendant world, in bigneſs as a ſtar 

Of ſmalleſt magnitude, cloſe by the moon, 
Thither full fraught with miſchievous revenge 
Accurs'd, and in a curſed hour he hies. 


The End of the Second Book, 
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The ARGUMENT. 


l ſitting on his throne ſees Satan flying to- 
wards this world, then newly created 
thews him to the Son who ſat at his right 
hand ; foretells the ſucceſs of Satan in per- 
verting mankind : clears his own Juſtice 
and wiſdom from all imputation , having 
treated Man free, and able enough to bave 
withſtood his tempter ; yet declares his pur- 
poſe of grace towards him, in regard he fell 
dot of has own malice , as did Satan, but by 
um ſeduc'd. The Son of God renders praiſes 
Þ his Father for the manifeſtation of his 
gracious purpoſe towards Man; but God 

an declares , that grace cannot be exten- 

Gowards Man without the ſaticfaction of 
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divine juſtice; F Man hath offended the u. 


jelly of God b 4 aſpiring to Godhead , 1 b 
therefore with all Ris progeny devel | fl 


death muſt die, unleſs ſome one can „ 5 
ſufficient to anſtyer for his offenſ» , «n! vip 
dergo his punishment. The Son of God lis 
offers himſelf a ranſom for Man th- «1 
ther accepts him, oraains his incarna:1ne!: 


pronounces his ena utation above all nam 
in heaven and earth; commands al! the A 

els to adore him; thzy obey , and nymni: 
to their harps in full choir , celebratet 
Father and the Son. Mean wil? Sat: 
alights upon the bare convex of this un. 
outermoſt orb; where wanaring he | Hy 1 
a place, fince cail'd rhe Limbo of V: 
what perſons and things fly up rh 
th-nce comes to the gate 6j h-aven , de. 
ajcending by fairs. „and the water's a 
the firmament thar flow about it : his pal 

2 thence to the orb of tne ſun : he finds it 
Uriel the regent of that orb ; but fir Ck 
ges himſelf i into the Shape of a me aner 
ge; and pretending a zealous deſre: þ 
ho! id the new creation , and Man wh * 
harn plac'd here, inquires of kim 8 Pu 
of his habitation , and is directed, 
Firſt on mount Niphates, 
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WAL holy light, offspring of heav'n firſt-born: 
Jof th' eternal co-ercrnel beam! 

y 1 expreſs thee unblam'd ? ſince God is light, 
d never but in unapproached light 

elt from eternity; dwelr then in thee, 

belt effluence of bright eſſence increare ! 
hear'ſt thou rather pure ethereal ſtream , 

oſe fountain who shall tell? Before the fun , 
dre the heav'ns thou wert, and at the voice 
God, as with a mantle didſt inveſt 

riſing world of waters dark and deep , 

n from the void and formleſs Infinite. 
el re-viſit now with bolder wing, 

an r'd the Stygian pool, tho? long detain'd 

chat obſcure ſojourn ; while iu wy flight 

-| (1. Wough utter and through middle darkneſs born,; 
h other notes than to th' Orphean lyre, 


rg of Chaos, and eternal Night; 
itt by the heav'nly Muſe to venture down 
A dark deſcent, and up to re-aſcend , 

01 1 hard, and rare! Thee I re-viſit ſafe, 


feel thy ſov'reign vital lamp: but thou 
viſit'ſt not theſe eyes, that rowl in vain 

ind chy piercing ray, and find no daxn; 
ick a Drop Serene hath quench'd their orbs , 
lim ſuffuſion veil'd ! Vet not the more | 
eto wander , where the Muſes haunr 

kt ſpring , or shady grove , or ſunny hill, 
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mit with the love of ſacred ſong : but chief 
The Sion, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 
That wash thy hallow'd feet, and warbling dati 


Nightly 1 viſit : nor fomcrimes forget the r 
Thoſe other two equal'd with me in fate is 0 
(So were I equal'd with them in renown ! \ Dur t. 


Blind Thamyris, and blind Mzonides : 

And Tireſias, and Phineus , Prophets old. 
Then feed on thoughts , that voluntary move 
Harmonious Numbers; as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in shadieſt covert hid 
Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the yea: 
Seaſons return; but not to me returns 
Day, or the ſweet approach of ev'n or morn, 
Or ſight of vernal bloom, or ſummer's roſc , 
Or flocks; or herds, or human face divine: 
Bur cloud inſtead, and ever-during dark cert: 


Surrounds me ! from the chearful ways of min ian G 
Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair, eres 
Preſented with a univerſal blank us to 
Of nature's works, to me expung'd and ra-'!, only 
And wiſdom at one entrance quite shut out ! apo 
So much the rather thou, cœleſtial light ! ſcrib 
Shine inward , and the mind through all her fd 


Irradiate ; there plant eyes; all miſt from the de-ir 
Purge, ad diſperſe ; that 1 may ſee and tell 
Of things inviſible to mortal ſight. 

Now had th* Almighty Father from above » 
(From the pure empyrean where He firs 


High thron'd above all height) bent down His e 
1 


dn h. 
tough 
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His own works and their works at once to view : 
„out Him all the Sanctities of heav'n 
od thick as ſtars , and from His ſight receiv'd 
hatitude paſt utt'rance : on His right 
e radiant image of His glory ſat, 
b only Son. On earth He firſt beheld 
dur two firſt parents (yet the only two 
df mankind) in the happy garden plac'd, 
aping immortal fruits of joy and love; 
Idinterrupred joy, unrival'd love, 
b bliſsful ſolitude. He then ſurvey'd 
gell, and the gulf between, and Satan thore 
paſting the wall of heav'n on this fide night,; 
the dun air ſublime ; and ready now 
d ſtoop with wearied wings, and willing feet, 
the bare outſide of this world, that ſecm'd 
Wm land imboſom'd without firmament ; 
certain which, in ocean, or in air. 
nen {Win God bcholding from His proſpect high, 
ir, Whecrcin paſt, preſent , future He beholds, 

us to His only Son foreſeeing ſpake. 
„ only begorren Son! ſeeſt thou what rage 
| knſports our adverſary, whom no bounds 

(crib'd, no bars of hell, nor all the chains 
ed on him there, nor yet the main abyſs 
ther- interrupt, can hold? So bent he ſeems 
1 Gſperate revenge, that shall redound 

dn his own rebellious head. And now 
e, PNeigh all reſtraint broke looſe , he wings his 

Way 
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Not far off heav'n, in the precincts of light, 


Directly towards the new- created world , 0 
And man there plac'd with purpoſe to aſſay =! 
If him by force he can deſtroy , or worſe, Fo 
By ſome falſe guile pervert : and shall pervert; * 
For man will hearken to his glozing lies, $0 
And eaſily tranſgreſs the ſole command, Or 
Sole pledge of his obedicnce : ſo will fall, Th: 
He, and his faithleſs progeny. Whoſe fault; Por 
Whoſe but his own? Ingrate ! he had of me I to 
All he could have : 1 made him juſt, and right; Till 
Sufficient to have ſtood, though free to fall. The! 
Such | created all th' ethereal Pow'rs, Unc 
And ſpirits, both them who ſtood , and them ei 

fall'd : The 
Freely they ſtood who ſtood, and fell who fell. Elf. 
Nat free, what proof could they have giv'n {acer n th 


Of true allegiance, conſtant faith, or love, 

Where only what they needs muſt do, appear'd; 

Not, what they would? What praiſe could they it 
ceive ? 

What plcaſuce I from ſuch obedience paid, 

When will and reaſon { reaſon alſo z choice) 

Uſeleſs and vain, of freedom both de ſpoil'd, 

Made paſſive both, had ſerv'd neceſſity, 

Not Me? They chere fore, as to tight belong'd, 

So were created, nor can juſtly accuſe 

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate; 

As if predeſtination over-rul'd 

Their will, diſpos'd by abſolute decree, 
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"7 high fore-knowledge. They themſelves decrged 
Their own revolt, not I: if 1 fore-knew, 


| Fore-knowledge had no influence on their fault, 


Which had no leſs prov'd certain unforeknown. 

& without leaſt impulſe , or shadow of fate, 

Or ought by Me immurably foreſeen, 

They treſpaſs ; authors to themſelves in all, 

Both what they judge, and what they chooſe ; for fo 
I form'd them ſree, and free they muſt remain, 
Till they inthrall themſelves; 1 elſe muſt change 
Theic nature , and revoke rhe high decree 
Pnchangeable , eternal, which ordain'd 

Thcic freedom; they themſelves ordain'd their fall, 


Ine ſirſt ſort by their own ſuggeſtion fell, 


$&1{-rempred , ſclf-deprav'd : man falls decciv'd 

By th* other firſt : Man therefore shall find grace ; 

Me other none: in mercy and juſtice both, 

Through heav'n and earth, ſo shall my glory excel; 

But mercy, firſt and laſt, shall brighteſt shine. 
Thus while God ſpake, ambroſial fragrance fill'd 
| heav'n, and in the bleſſed ſpirits elect 

ſenſe of new joy incffable diffus'd. 

peyond compare the Son of God was ſcen 

oft glorious 3 in Him all His Father shon 

Ibſtantially expreſs'd; and in His Face 

Rrine compaſſion viſibly appear'd , 

dove without end, and without meaſure grace 

dich uttering, thus He to His Father ſpake. 

O Father ! gracious was that word which clos'd 

ſovꝰreign ſentence, that man should find grace; 
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Far which both heav'n and earth shall high extol 


Thy praiſes, with th' innumerable ſound 


Of hymns , and ſacred ſongs, wherewith thy rhron: 


Encompaſs'd shall reſound thee ever bleſt. 
For should man finally be loſt, should man 
Thy creature late ſo lov'd, thy youngeſt ſon, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, tho? join'd 
With his own folly ? That be from thee far, 
That far be from thee , Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and judgeſt only right. 
Or $hall the adverſary thus obtain 

His end, and fruſtrate thine ; shall he fulfil 


His malice , and thy goodneſs bring to nought, 
Or proud return (though to his heavier doom) 


Yer, with revenge accomplish'd, and ro hel! 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind , 
By him corrupted ? Or wilt thou thy ſelf 
Abolish thy creation, and unmake 

For him, what for thy glory thou haſt made: 


So chould thy goodneſs, and thy greatneſs , bot 
Be queſtion'd, and blaſphem'd withour defenſe, 


To whom the great Creator thus replh'd. 
O Son, in whom my ſoul hath chief delight, 
Son of my boſom , Son vho art alone 
My word, my wiſdom, and effectual might 
All haſt thou ſpoken as My thoughts are, all 
As My eternal purpoſe hath decreed. 


Man shall not quite be loſt, bur ſav'd who will; 


Vet not of will in him, but grace in Me 
Freely vouchſaf d: once more I will renew 
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His lapſed pow'rs , though forfeit , and inthrall'd 
By ſin to foul exorbitant deſires : 
Upheld by Me, yet once more he shall land 
On even ground againſt his mortal foe : 
By Me upheld , that he may. know frail 
His fall'n condition 1s, and' to Me owe 
All his deliv'ranee, and to none but Mes 
some I have choſen of peculiar grace 
Elect above the reſt: ſo is My will: 
The reſt shall hear Me call, and oft be warr'd 
Their ſinful ſtare , and to appeaſe betimes 
n' incenſed Deity , while offcr'd grace 
invites: for I will clear their ſenſes dark, 
| x What may ſuffice, and ſoften ſtony hearts 
To pray, repent , and bring obedience due. 
To pray'r , repentance, and obedience due, 
( Though but endeayour'd with ſincere intent) 
: Aline ear shall not be ſlow, Mine eye not shut. 
505 and ] will place within them as a guide 
* My umpire Conſcience 5 whom if they will hear, 
Jiglit after light well us'd they shall attain , 
And to the end perſiſting, ſafe arrive. 
This my long ſuffcrance , and My day of grace, 
: They who negle& and ſcorn, shall never taſte ; 
11 | Bur hard be harden'd, blind be blinded more; 
That they may Kumble on, and deeper fall: 
And none but ſuch from mercy I exclude. 
But yet all is not done: Man diſobeying, 
Diſloyal breaks his fealty, and ſins 
Againſt the high ſupremacy of heav'n , 
| G 3 
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Affecting God-head , and ſo loſing all, 

To expiate his treaſon hath noughr left: 

But to deſtruction ſacred , and devote, 

He with his whole poſterity muſt die; 

Die he or Juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 

Some other able , and as willing , pay 

The rigid ſatis faction, death for death. 

Say, heav'nly Pow'rs, where shall we find ſuch low 
Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 

Man's mortal ctime: and juſt, th? unjuſt to ſay! 
Dwe)ls in all heaven charity ſo dear? 


He ask'd, but all the heav'nly choir ſtood mut 


And ſilence was in heav'n: on man's behalf 
Patron, or intercefior , none appear'd; 
Much leſs that durſt upon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranſom ſer. 
And now, without rxcdemprion all mankind 
Muſt have been loſt, adjudg'd to Death and hel 
By doom ſevere, had not the Son of God 
(In whom the fullneſs dwells of love divine, ) 
His dearcſt mediation thus renew'd. 

Father ! thy word is paſt, Man shall find grace 


And shall grace not find means, that finds her vii 


The ſpeedieſt of thy winged meſſengers , 

To viſit all thy creatures, and to all 

Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unſought ? 
Happy for Man, ſo coming ! He her aid 

Can never ſeek , (once dead in fins, and loſt) 
Attonement for himſelf, or offering meet, 
(Indebted, aud undone ! ) hath none to bring. 


love 


ſave! 
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Behold Me then! Me for him, life for life 

Joffer, on Me let thine anger fall; 

Account Me Man : I for his ſake will leave 

Thy boſom, and this glory next to Thee 

Freely put off, and for him laſtly die 

Well pleas'd , on Me let Death wreak all his rage. 
Under his gloomy pow'r I shall not long 


Lie vanquish'd ; Thou haſt giv'n me to poſſeſs 


Life in My ſelf for cver ; by Thee I live, 
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 
All that of Me can die; yet that dabt paid, 
Thou wilt not leave Me in the loathſom2 grave 


"His prey, nor ſuffer My unſpotted foul 


For ever with corruption there to dwell : 
Bur I shall riſe victorious, and ſubdue 
My vanquisher , ſpoil'd of his vaunted ſpoil : 


* Death his death's wound shall then receive, and 


ſtoop 
Inglorious, of his mortal ſling diſarm'd. 
] through the ample air in triumph high 
Shall lead hell captive, maugte hell! and show 
The Pow'rs of darkneſs bound. Thou at the ſight 


Pleas'd, out of heaven shalt look down, and ſmile 3 


While by Thee rais'd 1 ruin all My foes, 

Death laſt, and with his carcaſs glut the grave: 

Then, with the multitude of My redeem'd 

Shall enter heav'n long abſent, and return, 

Father! to ſee Thy face, wherein no cloud 

Of anger shall remain; bur peace aſſur'd 

And reconcilement: wrath shall be no more 
94 
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Thenceforth, but in Thy preſence joy entite, 
His words here ended, but His meek aſpc& 
Silent yer ſpake , and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal men , above which only shon 
Filial obedience : as a ſacrifice 
Glad to be offer'd, he attends the will 
Of His great Father. Admiration ſciz'd 
All heay'n , what this might mean, and white 
tend i 
Wond' ring; but ſoon th' Almighty thus reply's: 
O Thou in heav'n and earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath ! O Thou 
My fole complacence ! well Thou know'ſt how d. 
To Me are all My works, nor Man the leaſt, 
Though laſt created; that for him 1 ſpare 
Thee from My boſom, and right hand, to ave 
(By loſing Thee a-while ) the whole race loft, 
Thou therefore whom thou only canſt redeem, 
Their nature alſo ro Thy nature join; 
And be Thy ſelf Man-among mcn on. earth , 
Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin-ſeel 
By wond'rous birth: be Thou in Adam's room 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's ſon 
As in him petish all men, ſo in Thee, 
As from a ſecond root, shall be reſtor' d 
As many as are reſtor'd, without Thee none. 
His crime makes guilty all his ſons 3 Thy merit 
Imputed shall abſolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous, and unrighteous dee Wea: 
And live in Thee tranſplanted, and from Th Bien 
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Receive new life. So man, as is moſt juſt, 
Shall ſatis ſie for man, be judg'd, and die; 

And dying riſe , and rifing with Him raiſe 

His brethren, ranſom'd with His own dear life. 
$0, heav'nly love shall outdo hellish hate 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem, 


| $6 dearly to redeem what hellish hate 


$ eaſily deſtcoy'd, and ſtill deſtroys 
In thoſe who , when. they may, accept not graces 


Nor (halt Thou by deſcending to aſſume 

Man's nature, leſſen or degrade Thine own. 
"Becauſe Thou haſt ( tho' thron'd in higheſt bliſs 
Equal ro God, and equally enjoying 


God-like fruition ) quirred all, to ſave 

A world from utter loſs , and haſt been found 
merit more than birthright Son of God: 

Found worthieſt to be ſo by being good, 

Far more than great, or high; becauſe in Thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds 5 
derefore Thy humiliation shall exalr 

With Thee Thy manhood alſo to this throne : 
lere salt Thou ſit incarnate , here shalt reign 
th God and Man, Son both of God and Man 34 
Mointed Univerſal King; all pow'r 

give Thee, reign for ever, and aſſume 

me rits: under Thee, as head ſupreme 

Wones, Princedoms, Pow'rs, Dominions Jreduce.: 
knees to thee shall bow, of them that bide 
Iheav'n, or earth, or under earth in hell; 

den Thou attended gloriouſly from heay'n 
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Shalt in the sky appear, and from Thee ſend InP 
The ſummoning Arch-Angels to proclaim yep: 
Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from all winds 
The living, and forthwith the cired dead 
Of all paſt ages, to the g-neral doom 

Shall haſten , ſuch a peal shall rouſe their (leg! * 
Then all thy ſaints aſlembled, thou shalt judge 
Bad men, and Angels ; they arraign'd shall fink 
Beneath Thy ſentence ; hell (her numbers full) 
Th-nceforth shall be for ever shut. M-an-wvhil 
The world shall burn, and from her ashes ſpit 
New heav'n and carth, wher.in the juſt shall dad 
And after all their tribulations long 

See golden days, fruirful of golden deeds, 
With joy and love triumphing , and fair truth: 
Then Thou Thy regal ſceptre shalt lay by, 
For, regal ſceptre then no more shall necd; 
God shall be All in All. Bur all ye Gods, “ 
Adore Him, who to compaſs all this dies; 
Adore the Son, ad honour Him as Me. 

No ſooner had th? Almighty ceas'd, but il 
The multitude of Angels with a shout 
( Loud, as from numbers without number; ſn: 
As from bleſt voices) utt'ring joy, heav'n rut 
Wich jubilee , and loug hoſanna's fill'd 
Th' eternal regions. Lowly reverent 
Tow*rds either throne they bow, and to the gt 
With ſolemn adoration down they caſt 
Their crowns, inwove with amarant , and gole, 
Immortal amarant! a flow*r which once 
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u Paradiſe faſt by the Tree of Life 

an to bloom; bur ſoon for man's offenſe 
H heay'n remov'd, where firſt it grew there grow 
nd flow'rs aloft shading the fount of life; 
Ind where the river of bliſs thro? midſt of heav'n 
dels o'er Elyſian flow'rs her amber ſtream : 
lich theſe, that never fade, the ſpirits elect 
pd their reſplendent locks , inwreath'd with 


dt 


17 

* beams s | | 
n looſe garlands thick thrown off the bright 
went, that like a ſea of jaſper shon, 

my urpled with celeſtial roſes ſmil'd. 


En crown'd again, their golden harps they took; 
laps ever tun'd, that glitt'ring by their fide 

ike quivers hung, and with preamble ſweet 
charming ſymphony they introduce 

geit ſacred ſong , and waken rapturcs high; 
voice exempt 3 no voice but Il could join 
godious part, ſuch concotd is in heav'n. 

Thee Father firſt they ſung, Omniporent , 
utable, Immortal, Infinite, 

Anal King ! Thee Author of all Being, 

ftain of Light, They ſelf inviſible 

dſt the glorious brightneſs where thou firſt 
n'd inacceſſible, but when thou shad'ſt 

full blaze of thy beams, and thro? a cloud 
n round about thee like a radiant shrine, 

K vith exceſſive bright , thy skirts appear: 
dale heav'n, that brighteſt Seraphim 

Roach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
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Thee next they lang of all creation firſt, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude ! . 
In whoſe conſpicuous count'nance , without H 
Made viſible , th* Almighty Father shines, . 
Whom clſe no creature can behold : on Thes 
Impreſs'd, th' eſſulgence of his glory abid:s; 
Transfus'd on Thee his ample Spirit reſts, 

He heav'n of heav'ns, and all the pow'rs ther 
Ey Thee created; and by Thee threw down 
Th' aſfpiing Dominatious. Thou that day 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder did i not ſpar; f. 
Nor top thy flaming chariot wheels , that d 
Hcav'n's everlaſting Frame, while o'er ther 
Thou drov'ſt of warring Angels difartaid. 
Back from purſuit thy Pow'rs with loud acc 
Thee only extoll'd, Son of thy Father's mig 
To execute fierce vengeance on His fo's; 
Not ſo on Man: him thro? their malice all! 
Father of mercy and grace! Thou didſt not © 
So ſtrictly, but much more to pity incline, 
No ſooner did Thy dear and only Son, 
Perceive Thee purpos'd not to doom frail nu W's 


So ſtrictly, but much more to pity inclin'd, 2 
He to appeaſe Thy wrath, and end the ſtri 0 | 
Of mercy and juſtice in thy face diſcert'c, png 


Regardleſs of the bliſs wherein he ſar 
Second to Thee, offer'd himſelf to die 
For Man's offenſe, O unexampl'd love! 
Love no where to be found leſs than Divi: 
Hail Son of Cod, Saviour of men! Thy 0 


yin! 


_— 


* Ras 
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all be the copious matter of my ſong 


occferth, and never shall my harp Thy praiſe 


et, nor from thy Father's praiſe disjoin. 


us they in heav'n, above the ſtarry ſphear, 
Feir happy hours in joy and hymning ſpent. 
lean-while upon the firm opacous globe 


this round world , whoſe firſt convex divides 

luminous inferior orbs , inclos'd 
bm Chaos, and th' inroad of darkneſs old; 
wn alighred walks. A globe fat off | 
feem'd, now ſeems a boundleſs continent 

, waſte, and wild, under the frown of night 
Ness expos'd, and ever-threatning ſtorms 
Ghaos bluſtring round, inclement sky! 

on that ſide which from the wall of heav'n 
ho” Ciſtant far) ſome ſmall reflection gains 
glimm'ring air, leſs vex'd with tempeſt loud. 


N ralk'd the fiend at large in ſpacious field. 


hen a vultur on Imaus bred , 
oſe ſnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds ) 
bdeing from a region ſcarce of prey, 
gorge the flesh of lambs, and weanling kids, 
tills where flocks are fed, flies tow'rd the 
ſprings 
Ganges, or Hydaſpes , (Indian ſtreams) 
in his way lights on the barren plains 
ricana, where Chineſes drive 
b fails and wind their cany waggons light: 
In this windy ſea of land, the fiend 
d up and down alone, bent on his prey; 
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Alone, for other creature in this pace 
Living, or liveleſs, to be found was none; 
None yet, bur ſtore hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like aëteal vapora flew , 
- Of all things tranſitory and vain, when fin 
Wich vanity had fill'd the works of men: 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain thing 
Bult their fond hopes of glory, or laſting fair, 
Or happineſs in this or th' other life: 
All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
| Of painful ſuperſtition, and blind zcal , 
| Nought ſecking bur the praiſe of men, here ind 
Fir retribution , empty as their deeds : 


All th* unaccomplish'd works of nature's Hand,; E 
Abortive , monſtrous, or unkindly m:is's - uo] 
Difoly'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, ie" 
Till final diſſolution, wander here: uh 
Not in the neighb'ring moon, as ſome have died * 
( Thoſe argent fields more like ly habitants, * 
Tranſlated ſaints, or middle ſpitits hold, % 
Berwixt th' angelical and human kind) = 
Hither , of ilEjoin'd ſons and daughters born, E 
Firſt from the ancient world thoſe giants came, * 
With many a vain exploit then renown'd: | 1 
The builders next of Babel on the plain par, 
Of Sennaar, and ſtill with vain deſign Y 


New Bab ls, had they wherewithal, would buys 
Others came ſingle; he who to be decm'd 
A God, leap'd fondly into Ætna flames 
Ermpedocles: and he who eo enjoy 
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ros Elyſium , leap'd into the ſea , 
wmbrotus : aud many more too long, 
pbryocs , and idiots , eremits, and friars 
e, Black, and Grey, with all their trumpery t 
fer: Pilgrims roam, that ſtray'd ſo far to ſeck 
Golgotha Him dead, who lives in heav'n: 

ad they who to be ſure of Paradiſe, 

ing put on the weeds of Dominic, 

in Franciſcan think to paſs diſguis'd 3 

ey paſs the Planets ſcv'n, and paſs the Fix'd 
bd chat chryſtalline ſphere whoſe ballance weighs 
& Trepidation talk'd, and that Firſt-mov'd: 

| now ſaint Peter at heav*n's wicker ſeems 
rat them with his keys, and now art foot 
aen's aſcent they lift their feet: when lo! 


ite 


i Molent croſs-wind from either coaſt 
mn; 
ws them tranſverſe, ten thouſand leagues awry 
_ . the devious air: then might ye ſce 
rea 


les, hoods, and habits, with their wearers , 
, toſt , 
futter d into rags : then Reliques, Beads, 
Agences, Diſpenſes, Pardons, Bulls, 

ſport of winds ! All theſe up-whirl'd alofr 

der the backſide of the world far off, 
Limbo large, and broad, fiuce call'd 

Paradiſe of Fools; to few unknown 
jater : now unpeop ld, and untrod. 
Dis dak globe the fiend found as he paſs'd; 
long ke wander'd, till at laſt a gleam | 
Muing light turn'd thither-ward in haſte 
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His travel'd ſteps : far diſtant he deſcries, 
Aſcending by degrees magnificent ( 
Up to the wall of heav'n, a ſtructure high; E 
A top whereof, bur far more rich, appear'd 0 
The work as of a kingly palace-gate, p 


With frontiſpiece of diamond, and gold F, 
Imbellish'd; thick with ſparkling orient gems To 
The portal shon, inimitable on earth, 30 
By model, or by shading pencil, drawn. 8⁰ 
The ſtairs were ſuch as whereon Jacob ſaw To 
Angels, aſcending and deſcending , bands . 
Of guardians bright, when he from Eſau fled n 
Tho Padan- Aram in the field of Lux, Loo 
Dreaming by night under the open sky, Ora 


And waking cry*d , This is the gate of heav'n. 
Each ſtair myſteriouſly was meant, nor food 
There always, but drawn up to heav'n ſome! 
Viewleſs , and, underneath, a bright ſca flor: 
Of jaſper , or of liquid pearl, whercon 

Who after came from earth, ſailing artiv d, 
Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lak: 
Rap'd in a chariot drawn by fiery ſteeds. 
The ftairs were then let down , whether to dar 
The fiend by caſie aſcent, or aggravate 

His ſad excluſion from the doors of bliſs : 
Direct againſt which open'd from beneath, 
Juſt o'er the bliſsful ſcar of Paradiſe, 

A paſſage down to th' earth, a paſſage wid: 
(Wider by far than that of after- times 


Over mount Sion, and, though that were lach 
, | ; 
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Over the Promis'd Land to God ſo dear, 
By which , to viſit oft thoſe happy tribes, 
On high beheſts his Angels to and fro 
PaG'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard, 
From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 
To Beerſaba, where the Holy Land . 
| Boders on Egypt, and th Arabian shore ) 
do wide the opening ſeem'd, where bounds were ſet 
To dackneſs, ſuch as bound the ocean wave. 
$::4n from hence, now on the lower ſtair, 
4 WF That ſcal'd by ſteps of gold to heaven-gare , 
Looks down with wonder at the ſudden view 
Of all this world at once. As when a ſcout , 
! {Wlhco' dark and deſert ways with peril gone 
»0 WAll night, at laſt by break of chearful dawn 
dete obtains che brow of ſome high-climbing hill , 
Which to his eye diſcovers un-aware 
The ;0odly profpe of ſome foreign land, 
Nut ſeen; or , ſome renawn'd metropolis , 
With glittering ſpires and pinnacles adorn'd , 
Which now the riſing ſun gilds with his beams: 
ch wonder ſeiz'd , though after heaven ſeen , 
& ſpirit malign; but much more envy ſcis'd 
light of all this world beheld ſo fair. 
und he ſurveys (and well might, where he ſtood 
high above the circling canopy 
night's extended shade) from eaſtern point 
Libra, to the fleecy ſtar , that bears 
Wromeda far off Atlantic ſeas , | 
ond th' horizon g then, from Pole to Polg. 
Tome I, N : H. 
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He views in breadth; and without longer pauſe T' 
Down right into the world's firſt region throws T! 


His flight precipitant, and winds with eaſe Cc 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way, WM Nc 
Amongſt innumerable ſtars, that shon . 


Stars diſtant , but nigh hand ſeem'd other vod If : 
Or other worlds they ſeem'd, or happy iſles, {MW IFf/ 
Like thoſe Heſperian gardens fam'd of old, N. 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry va , 
Thrice happy iſles: But who dwelt happy then Im 
He ſtay'd not to inquire. Above them all Hat 
The golded ſun, in ſplendor likeſt heav'n, ile 
Allur'd his eye: thither his courſe he bends 
Through the calm firmament: but, up or dom 
By centre or eccentric, hard to tell; 
Or lougitude, where the great luminary 
Aloft the vulgar conſtellations thick , 
That from his lordly eye keep diſtance due, Peath 
Diſpenſes light from far; they as they move 
Their ſtarry dance in numbers that compute 
Days, months and years, tow'rds his all- cher 
| Lamp 

Turn ſwift their various motions, or are tum! 
By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
The univerſe, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration , though unſeen, 
Shoots inviſible virtue even to the Deep; 
So wondroufly was ſet his ſtation bright! 
There lands the fiend, a ſport like which p*® 
Aſtronomer in the ſun's lucent orb 
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rough his glaz'd optic tube yet never ſaw, 
ne place he found beyond expreſſion bright, 
Compar d with ought on earth, metal, or ſtone: 
Not all parts like, but all alike inform'd 
Wich radiant light, as glowing iron vith fire; 
metal, part ſeem'd gold, part ſilver clear; 
If fone , carbuncle moſt , or chryſolite, 
Nuby, or topaz ; or the twelve that shon 
Ee Þ Aaron's breaſt-plate: and a ſtone beſides 
en ( Imagin'd rather oft than elſewhere ſeen ) 
That ſtone, or like to that, which here below 
Philoſophers in vain ſo long have ſonghr, 
In vain, though by their pow'rful art they bind 
or Volatil Hermes, and call up unbound 
u various sbapes old Proteus from the ſea, 
Nrain'd through a limbec to his naked form, 
Wiat wonder then if fields, and regions, here 
e, reathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 
orable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
Farch-chimic ſan, ſo far from us remote > 
duces, with terreſtrial humor mix'd, 
re in the dark ſo many pretious things 
color glorious, and effect ſo rare? 
lere matter new to gaze the devil met 
Adazled; far and wide his eye commands 5 
* {gh no obſtacle found here, or shade, 
all fun-shine; as when his he ams at noon 
Wninare from th* Æquator; as they now 
It upward ſtill direct, whence no way round 
Kor from body opaque can fall, and th' air, 
Ho Hz 


tum! 


0 
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(No where ſo clear,) sharpen'd his viſual ry 
To objects diſtant far, whereby he ſoon 

Saw within ken. a glorious Angel ſtand , 
The ſame whom hn ſaw alſo in the ſun : 
His back was turn'd , but not his brightneſs H v 
Of beaming ſunny rays a golden tiar In 6 
Circled his head, nor leſs his locks behind The 
Illuſtrious on his shoulders, fledge with wing, Wire: 
Lay waving round: on, ſome great charge em he 
He ſeem'd , or fixt in cogitation deep. Ard 
Glad was the ſpirit impure, as now in hope Like 
To find who might direct his wand'ring flight No 
To Paradiſe ,. the happy ſeat of man, 

His journey's end, and our beginning woe. 
Bur firſt he caſts to change his proper shape, 
Which elſe might work him danger, or deli 
And now a ſtripling Cherub he appears 
Not of the prime, yet ſuch as in his face 
Youth ſmil'd celeſtial , and to ev'ry limb 
Suirable grace diffus'd, ſo well he feign'd. 
Under a coronet his flowing hair 

In curls on either cheek. play'd ; wings he ver 
Of many a color'd plume , ſprinkled with gel 
His habit fit for ſpeed ſuccin@ , and held 
Before his decent ſteps a ſilver wand. 

He drew nor nigh unheard , the Angel bright, 
E'er he drew nigh , his radiant viſage tum'd, 
Admonish'd by his car; and ſtrait was kno 
Th* Arch- Angel Uriel, one of the ſev'n 
Who in God's preſence , neareſt to His rhioky 
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uind ready at command, and are His eyes 
That run thro? all the heav'ns, or down to th' earth 
Fear his (wife errands, over moiſt and dry, 
Oer ſea and land: him S1ran-thus accoſts. 
b Uriel / for thou of thoſe ſev'n ſpirits that ſtand 
I ſight of God's high throne , gloriouſly bright, 
The firſt art wont His great authentic will 
Interpreter through higheſt heav'n to bring, 
Where all His ſons thy embaſſie attend: 
And here art likelieſt by ſupreme decrce 
Uke honor to obtain; and as his eye, 
To viſit oft this new creation round: 
Unſpcakable deſire to ſee, and know ; 
All theſe His wondrous works, but chiefly mar, 
de; Nis chief delight, and favor; him, for whom 
deln All theſe His works ſo wondrous He ordain'd, 
Hath brought me from the choirs of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandring : brighteſt Seraph! tell 
| In which of all theſe shining orbs hath man 
flis fixed ſeat, or fixed ſcat hath none, 
t all theſe shining orbs his choice ro dvell : 
Wat I may find him, and with ſecrer gaze, 
N open admiration, him behold 
mn vhom the great Creator hath beſtow'd 
Worlds, and on whom hath all theſe graces pour'd; 
Wat both in him, and all things, as is meet, 
Ihe univerſal Maker we may praiſe ; 
Who juſtly hath driv'n out his rebel fo s 
d deepeſt hell; and, to repair their loſs, 
rated this new happy race of men, 


——_  —— — 


<<. - 
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Who to the fraudulent impoſtor foul , 
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To ſerve Him better: wiſe are all His w14;! Mint 
So ſpake the falſe diſſembler unperceivy's; e. 
For neither man, nor Angel, can diſcern 
Hypocriſy ( the only evil that walks 
Inviſible , except to God alone, 
By His permiſſive will, through heav'n and 
And oft thoug wiſdom wake, ſuſpicion heey: 
At wiſdom's gate, and to ſimplicity w | 
Reſigns her charge, while goodneſs thinks noi! 
Where no ill ſcems ) which now for once begui 
Uriel, though regent of the ſun, and held 
The sharpeſt- ſighted ſpirit of all in heav'n: 


dok d 
ich 1 
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In his uprightneſs anſwer thus return'd. 
Fair Angel! thy deſire ;-which tends to kno 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 
The great work-maſter , leads to no exceſs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praise 


The more it ſeems exceſs, that led thee hithet cal! 
From thy empyreal manſion thus alone, (cly 
To witneſs with thine eyes what ſome perhaps, WW end 


Contented with report, hear only in heay'n ; n be 
For wonderful indeed are all His works! 

Pleaſant to know, and worthieſt to be all 
Had in remembrance always with delight. 
Bur , what created mind can comprehend 

Their number, or the wiſdom infinite ſ Tay 
That brought them forth, but hid their cauſes & 
I ſaw when at His word the formleſs mals, 
This world's material mold, came to a hep! 
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Ton ſuſion heard His voice, and wild uproar 

Jod rul'd, ſtood vaſt infinitude confin'd : 

at His ſecond bidding darkneſs fled, 

ht shon, and order from diſorder ſprung. 

ift to their ſeveral quarters haſted then 

e cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire ; 
Ind the ethereal quinteſſence of heav'n 

w upward , ſpirited with various forms, 

t rowl'd orbicular, and türn'd to ſtars , 
mberleſs, as thou ſeeſt, and how they move; 
ch had his place appointed, each his contſe ; 

te reſt in circuit walls this univerſe. 

ok downward on that globe whoſe hither ſide 

th light from hence, tho? but reflected, shines: 
ar place is earth, the ſear of man; tliat light 

k day, which elſe, as th? other hemiſphere , 

git would invade ; bur there the neighb'ring 
ſe moon | 

cher call chat oppoſite fair ſtar ) her aid 

dely interpoſes, and her monthly round 


kno 


be ending, ſtill renewing through mid heav'n. 
n: n borrow'd light her countenance triform 

(ce fills, and empties, to enlighten th' catth, 
| Lin her pale dominion checks the night. 

it ſpot to which I point is paradiſe, 

s abode, thoſe lofty shades his bow'r; 

vay thou can'ſt nor miſs , me mine requires. 
ſes bus ſaid, he turn'd; and Satan bowing low 
ſs, to ſuperior ſpirits is wont in heav'n , 
en; Nie honor due, and reverence , none ncg lects) 
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Took leave, and tow'rd the coaſt of carch ben * 
Down from th” ecliptic , ſped with hop'd n 
Throws his ſteep flight in many an aery whe! . 
Nor ſtaid, till on Niphates' top he lights, WT" 
4 
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ten, now in pro ſpect of Eden, and nigh the 
place where he muſt now attempt the bold 
enterprize which he undertook alone againſt 
God , and Man, falls into many doubts 
with himſelf, and many paſſions, fear , envy, 
and deſpair : but at length confirms himſelf 
In evil, journeys on to Paradiſe , whoſe 
utward pro ſpect and ſituation is deſcribed , 
verleaps the bounds, ſits in the shape of a 
ormorant on the Tree of Life, as the higheſt 
In the garden, to look about him. The gar= 

adeſtribed ; Satan's firſt ſight of Adam 
d Eve; his wonder at their excellent form 
d Happy flate , but with reſolution to work 
eme J. 1 


RAD 
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their fall; overhears their diſcourſe ; en 
gathers that the Tree of Knowledp: y 
forbidden then to eat of, under penal 10 
death ; and thereon intends to found fi 
ration, by ſeducing them to rranſereſs + * 
leaves them awkile to know further We, 
ture by ſome other means. Mean - ih * 
Oriel deſcending on a ſun-beam war u 
briel ( who had in charge the gate oj Pu 
diſe) that ſome evil ſpirit had eſc a»-1 
Deep, and paſt at noon by his ſph- I: 
Shape of a good Angel down to Pa ' 
File overed afterwards a bee e 
in the mount + Gabriel promiſes ide 
our eber morning. Night comes on, Aen. 
and Eve diſcourſe of going to te, og 
their bower deſcribed ; their evening u | 
po of drawing forth his bands 0/ 1: :: 
atch to walk the round of Paradiſ, 

3 two ſtrong Angels to Adam Wer þ 
Left the evil ſpirit . bold he there d li 
harm to Adam or Eve ſleeping ; t 
find him at the ear of Eve, tempiir} Y 
a dream, and bring kim, tho jg * 
to Gabriel; by whom que, ion d, „e 
Fully an ſivers, prepares rf. ence , 
hinder'd by a ſign from heay'n , flies 
Paradiſe, 
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() FOR thar warning voice, which he who ſaw 
W Apocalyps heard cry in heav'n aloud, 

wen when the Dragon, put to ſecond rout, 
Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, 
EI, to th inhabitants on earth / thiat now 

Vie time was, our {icit parents had been ven'd 
e coming of their ſecret foe, and ſcap'd 
holy ſo ſcap'd , his mortal ſnare : for now 


oY * 


en, now firſt inflam'd with rage, came den, 

(Thc tempter, e'er th' accuſer, of i 3 

Wo 712k on innocent frail man his loſs 

DF that firſt barrel , and his flight to „bett. 

Fer not rejoycing in his ſpeed, though hold, 

Ex off and fearleſs, nor with cauſe to boa, 

Reins his dire attempt; which nigh the birth. 

m7 rowling , boils in his tumultuous bread , 

Wd like a devilich engine back recoils 

en himſelf : horror and doubt diſtract 

W troubled thoughts; and from the bottom fiir 

hell within him, (for within him hall 

brings, and round about him, nor from hell 

e ſtep, no more than from himſelf, can ly 

Marge of place : ) now conſcience wakes de.paiz, 

* lumber'd; wakes the bitter memory 

hat he was, what is, and what muſt be, 

Forte ! of worſe deeds worſe ſufferings mutt enſ:e, 

detimes tow'rds Eden, which now in his view 
Itlesſant, his griev'd look he fixes ſad; 

Iz 


* 


- 
_—  — — 


| 
| 


| 
15 
e 


* 


— 


— — — P ² M ⅛ —˙¹ö K —Wü Ss 


100 PARADISE Los r. Book IV. 


Sometimes tow'rds heav'n, and the full blazing (4 
Which now ſat high in his meridian tow'r : 1 
Then much revolving, thus in ſighs began A 

O thou! that, with ſurpaſſing glory crown, A 

Lock'ſt from thy ſole dominion like the God D 
Of this new world; at whoſe ſight all the ſtars i . 
Hide their diminish'd heads; to thee I call, 0; 
But with no friendly voice, an add thy name, WF g. 
O Sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams, Th 
That bring to my remembrance from what ſat: 

I fell: how glorious once above thy ſphere ! But 
Till pride, and worſe ambition, threw me don, WF ge 
Warring in heav'n againſt heay'n's matchleſs A 7 
Ah where fore! He deſerv'd no ſuch return 
From me, whom He created what I was, 

In that bright emincnce ; and with his good 
Upbraided none; nor was his ſervice hard, 
What could be leſs ! than to afford him praiſe, 

( The eaficſt recompenſe, ) and pay him thanks: 
How due ! yet all his good prov'd ill in me, 

And wrought but malice : lifted up ſo high 

I 'ſdein'd ſubjection, and thought one ſtep hg: 

Would ſer me higheſt; and in a moment quit 

The debt immenſe of endleſs gratitude; 

So burthenſome , ſtill paying, ſtill to owe; 
Forgetful what from Him I till receiv'd: 
And underſtood not that a grateſul mind 
By owing owes not, but ſtill pays, at once 
Indebred, and diſcharg'd: what bu den then? 
O had His pow'rtul deſtiny ordain'd 


{a 
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Me ſome inferior Angel ! 1 had ſtood 

Then happy 3 no unbounded hope had rais'd 

Ambition! Vet why not? ſome other Pow'r 

As great might have aſpir'd, and me though mean 

Drawn to his part: but other Pow'rs as great 

gell not, but ſtand unshaken; from within, 

Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 

Hadſt thou the ſame free will, and pow'r, to Rand ? 

Thou hadſt ! Whom haſt thou then, or vhat, Vac- 
cuſe, 

But heav'n's free love, dealt equally to all? 

Be then His love accurſt, ſince love, or hate 

Jo me alike , it deals eternal woe: 

Nay , curſt be thou! ſince againſt His thy vill 

Choſe freely what it now ſo juſtly rues. 

Me miſerable ! which way shall I fly 

Infnice wrath , and infinite deſpair ? 

Which way I fly is hell; my ſelf am hell ; 

And, in the loweſt deep, a lower deep 

ſtill threat*ning to devour me opens vide; 

To which the hell 1 ſuffer ſeems a heav'n. 


O chen ar laſt relent ! Is there no place 


left for repentance ? none for pardon leſt ? 
None left, but by ſubmiſſion ; and that word 
Diſlain forbids me, and my dread of shame 
Among the ſpirits beneath, whom l ſeduc'd 
Vith other promiſes, and other vaunts 
Than to ſubmit, boaſting 1 could ſubdue 
I Omnipotent. Ah me! they little know 
Nov dearly J abide that boaſt ſo vain; 

I 3 
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Under what torments inwardly I groan , K 
While they adore me on the throne of hell. (1 
With diadem, and ſceptre, high advanc'd, 1 
The lower ſtill 1 fall, only ſupreme TY 
In miſery ; ſuch joy ambition finds! A 
But ſay I could repent, and could obtain, 15 
By act of grace, my former ſtate; how ſoon . 
Would height recall Lich thoughts, how ſoonuwW y, 
ſay Uri 
What feign'd ſubmiſſion ſwore ! eaſe would rea Tl. 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void; 2 
For never can true reconcilement grow 85 
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd ſo dy ,, . 
Which would but lead me to a worſe relapſe, FH 
And heavicr fall: fo should 1 purchaſe dcar 80. 
Short intermiſſion, bought with double ſmart, 0 
This knows my punisher; therefore as far 3 
From granting He, as 1 from begging peace: Re 
All hope excluded thus, behold ! in ſtead Oc ; 
O©: us our-calt, exil'd, his new delight 7 
Mankind created, and for him this world. 3 
So farewel hope ! and with hope, farcwel cat! IG 
Fare we! remorſe ! all good to me is loſt: Ec; 
Evil be thou my good! By rhee at leaſt A * 
Frvided empire with heav'n's King I hold; 1 g 
By thee, and more than half perhaps, will tig 
As man &er-long, and this new world, sha Hrg. 
Thus while he ſpake, each paſſion dimm' 1s «Wh: 
Thiice chang'd with pale, ite, envy , and d ut Into 
Vnich mart'd his borrow'd viſage, aud be.) + BA) 
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Hin countetfeit, if any eye beheld. 

(For heav'nly minds from ſuch diſtempers foul 
Are ever clear.) Whereof he foon aware , 

Rach perturbation {mocrh'd with outward calm, 
Artifcer of fraud! and was the firſt 

That practis'd falshood, — laintly shew 
Deep malice ro conceal , couch'd with revenge 
Yer not enough had practs'd, ro deccive 
Uri-!once warn'd ; whoſe eye-purſe'd tim down 


The way he went; and oa ri Aſſrian mount 
$a: . than could be 411 
puit of gg ſort : his geſtutes ficice 

Je wark'd, and mad demeanor, then alone, 


As | bc ſuppos d, all un- Sb cry d 7 un-ſcen. 
80, on he fares; and to the border comes 
O E. len, where dclicious Paradiſe 7 


Now nearer, crowns with her encloſure green "= 


5 ich a rural mound, the champain head 

fa ſtcep wilderneſs ; whoſe hairy fides 
: ith thicker overgrown, groteſque, and wild, 
Acceſs deny d: and over head up- grew 
IM erable height of loſcieſt shade, 
Kcbar, and pine, and fir, and bratiching palm, 
Ahlen ſcene! and as the ranks ſcend | 
8 ade above shade, a woody thcatie 
Of farclivſt view. Yer higher than their tops 
e verdurous wall of Paradiſe up-ſprung : 
Mich ro our general lire gave proſpe large 


Itto his neather empire, neighb'ring round. 
— — 
A 0 iupher than that wall a circling row 
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Of goodlieſt trees, loaden with faireſt fruit, But 
Bloſſoms, and fruits at once of golden hue; As 
Appear'd, with gay enamel'd colors mix'd : Of 
On which the ſun more glad impreſs'd his beams; Wall 


Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, one 
When God hath show'r'd the earth; ſo lowy on: 

ſeem' d | Due 
That landſcape ! and of pure now purer air Ar 0 
Meets his approach; and to the heart inſpires Of h 
Vernal delight, and joy, able to drive Lich 
All ſadneſs, bur deſpair: now gentle gales, ne 
Panning their odoriferous wings, diſpenſe War: 


Native perfumes , and whiſper whence they ſol: In bu 
Thoſe balmy ſpoils. As when to them who (ul Leap: 


Beyond the Cap of Hope , and now are paſt Or as 
Mozambic, off at ſea north-eaſt winds blow f fe 
Sabæan odor, from the ſpicy shore os 
Of Araby the Bleſt, with ſuch delay Ia ar 
Well-pleas'd they ſlack their courſe , and mam ie cl: 
league 0 ff 
Chear'd with the grateful ſmell old Ocean (mil: Nenc 
So enrertain'd thoſe odorous ſweets the fiend, The 
Who came their bane ; though. with them be!i2 Wt li! 
ple as'd ere! 

Than Aſmodeus with the fishy fume o the 
That drove him, though enamour'd, from the ſpout tha 
Of Tobir's ſon, and with a vengeance fent dr pr; 
From Media poſt to Ægypt, there faſt bound. in 
Now to th” aſcent of that ſteep ſavage bill „ 


Satan had journied on, penſive, and flow * 50 
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Yar further way found none, ſo thick entwin'd, 
As one continu'd brake, the undergrowth 
Of chrubs, and tangling bushes, had perplex'd 
, Al pach of man, or beaſt, that paſs'd that way. 
One gate there only was, and that look'd eaſt 
e On th! other fide : which when th' arch-fellon ſaw g 
Due entrance he diſdain'd, and in contempt 
At one ſlight bound high over-leap'd all bound 
Of hill, or higheſt wall, and sheet within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
„Pom hunger drives to ſeek new haunt for prey, 
Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve 
tols Win burdl'd cores, amid the field ſecure, 
ul Meaps o'er the fence with eaſe into the fold: 
Or as a thief, bent to un-hoard the cash 
df ſome rich burgher , whoſe ſubſtantial doors, 
ſs-barr'd,, and bolred faſt, fear no aſſault, 
Ia at the window climbs , or o'er the tiles: 
d clomb this firſt grand thief into God's fold; 
o ſince into his Church lewd hirelings climb.) 
Pence up he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 
The middle tree, and higheſt that grew) 
* like a cormorant; yet not true life 
ereby regain'd, but ſat deviſing death 
d them who liv'd ; nor on the virtue thought 
chat life-giving plant, but only us'd 
r proſpe&, what well-us'd had been the pledge 
Kinmorrality, ( So little knows 
but God alone, to value right 


good before him, but perverts beſt things 


ſpoul 


d. 
ull 
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To worſt abuſe , or to their meaneſt uſe.) 
Beneath him, with new wonder, now he iet, 
To all delight of human ſenſe expos'd 

In narrow room, nature's whole wealth, yea mon, 
A heav'n on earth! for bliſsful Paradiſe 

Of God the garden was, by him in th' gast 
Of Eden planted ; Eden ſtretch'd her line 
From Auran eaſtward to the royal tow'rs 

Of great Selenu-ia, built by Grecian Kinge, 
Or where the ſons of Eden long before 
Dvyeclte in Te!2Jar. In this pleaſant ſoil 

His far more pleaſant garden God ordain'd 
Out of the fertile ground he caus'd ro grow 
All trees of nobleſt kind, for fight , ſme1!, ra: 
And all amid them ſtood the Tree of Lite, 
High eminent, bloominy ambrofiol fruit 

Of vegetable gold: and next to life, 

Our death, the Tree of Knowledge, grow 9 
Knowl:dge of good bought dear by Know. 
Southward through Elen went ativer lage; 
Nor chang' d hie courſe , but chroneh the {14977 | 
Paſs'd underneath ingulf d; for God h1l thom Wh 
That mouaraia a His garden mound, high 


Upon the rapid current, which through „eme ö ny 
Of porous earth with kindly thirſt up denen, & 
Roſ? a fresh fountain, and with many a 11 the 
Water'd the garden; thence united fell my 

1. Ws {0 


Down the ſteep clade , and mer the neather“ | 
Which from his darkiome paſſace now pen oo 
And now divided into four main ftrearns , 
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War: diverſe, wandring many a famous realm 
a! country , whereof here needs no account: 


A 4 rather to tell how, ( if att could tell 
un * ) from that ſaphite ſount the criſped brooks 
ling on orient pearl, and ſands of gold, 
ſich mary error under pendent shades 
Nectar, viſiting each Plant „and fed 
ens worthy of Paradiſc, which not nice art 
Abe, and curious knots, bur nature boon 
ur d forth profuſe on hill, and dale, and plain, 
Wn owiacre the morning ſun firll warmly ſmote | 
pen field , and where the un-picrc'd shade 
; Wb: 04/14 the noon =s tide bow'rs. Thus was this 
PAce ; 
bp rural ſear of various view: 
dees whoſe rich trres wept od'rous gums, and 
balin ; 
ers whoſe fruit, burnish'd with golden rind, 
7; itiable : H-/perian fables true, 
: due, here only, and of dclicious taſte, 
&r1it them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
ng the tender herb, were interpos'd: 
A my hilloc, or the flow'ry lap 
me irriguous valley ſpread her ſtore 3 
ta, rs of all hue, and without thorn the roſe, 
it tier ſide, umbrageous grots , and caves 
cool receſs, o'er which the mantling vine 
„g (07th her purple grape, and gently creeps 


dutlant: mean-while murm'ring waters fall 


u the flope hills, diſpers'd, or in a lake, 
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( Thar to the fringed bank with myrtle crown! 


Her chryſtal mirror holds , ) unite their ſtream, 


The birds their choire apply: airs, vernal ain, 
Breathing the ſmell of field and grove, attune 
The trembling leaves, while univerſal Pan, 
Knit with the Graces, and the Hours, in dance, 
Led on th' eternal ſpring. Not that fair ficld 
Of Enna, where Proſerpine gathering flor;'rs, 
Her ſelf a fairer flow'r, by gloomy Di; 
Was gather'd ; which coſt Ceres all that pain 
Tho ſeek her thro' the world: nor that ſweet gr 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' inſpir'd 
Caſtalian ſpring , might with this Paradiſe 
Of Eden ſtrive : nor that Nyſeian iſle 
Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 
{ Whom Gentiles Ammon call, and Liban Jo) 
Hid Amalthea, and her florid ſon 
Young Bacchus, from his ſtepdame Rhea's ce 
Nor where Abaſſin Kings their iffue guard, 
Mount Amara (though this by ſome ſuppor's 
True Paradiſe ) under the Æthiop Line 
By Nitus' head, inclos'd with shining rock, 
A whole day's journey high; but wide remet? 
From this Aſſyrian garden: where the fiend 
Saw un-dclighred all delight, all kind 
Of living creatures, new to ſight , and (trans 
Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall, 
Godlike erect! with native honor clad 
In naked majeſty , ſeem'd Lords of all : | 
And worthy ſeem'd ; for in their looks de 
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& image of their glorious Maker shon, 

Wh, wiſdom , ſanctitude ſevere , and pure 
re, but in true filial freedom plac'd , 

Pence true authority in men: though both 
equal, as their ſex not equal ſeem'd: 

x contemplation he, and valor form'd; 

ir ſoftneſs che, and ſweer attractive grace 
for God only; she, for God in him. 

fur large front, and eye ſublime, declar'd 
ſolute rule; and hyacinthin locks 

und from his parted forelock manly hung 
ſtring, but not beneath his shoulders broad. 
as a veil, down to the flender waiſt 

x un-adorred golden treſſes wore , 

Phevel'd; but in wanton ringlets wav'd, 

the vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd 
ection, but requir'd with gentle ſway 3 

K by her yielded, by him beſt receiv'd: 

Ided with coy ſubmiſſion, modeſt pride, 

l ſweet reluctant amoi ous delay. 

k thoſe myſterious parts were then conceal'd; 
0 was not guilty shame, dishoneſt shame 
nature's works : honor dishonorable ! 


-motk 
ry bred ! how have ye troubled all mankind 

[tn chews inſtead, mere shews, of ſeeming pure; 
range banish'd from man's life his happieſt life, 
it, pucity , and ſpotleſs innocence ? 


paſs'd they naked on, nor shun'd the ſight 
Cod. or Angel, for they thought no ill. 
band in hand they paſs'd „the lovelieſt pair 
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That ever ſince in love's embraces met; 
Adam the goodlieſt man of men ſince born 
His ſons ; the faireſt of her daughters Zyc. 
Under a tuft of shade, that on a green 
Stood whiſp'ring ſoft , by a fresh fountain 
They ſar them down; and aſter no mote 
Of their ſweet gard'ning labor, than inf. 
To recommend cool Zephyr, and made ea:: 
More eaſy 3 wholſome thirſt , and appetite 
More grateful, to their ſupper-fruits they f, 
Nectarine fruits ! which the compliant bought; 
Yielded them, ſide-long as they ſar r<-l1t2 
On the ſoft downy bank damask'd with foi, 
The ſavoury pulp they chew , and inthe rind 
Still as they thirſt<d , ſcoop the brimming itim: 
Nor gentle purpoſe , rior endearing ſmil<s 
Wanted, nor youthiul dalliance, as be ſecns 
Fair ccuple, link'd in happy nuptial league , 
Alone as they, About them frisking plai:! 
of th' earth, { ſince wild,) and of M! 
chaſe, 
in wocd, or wilderneſs, foreſt, or den; 
Sporting the hon ramp'd, and in his paw 
Dandied the kid; bears, tigers, ounces, p. 
GamboPd before them; th' unwieldy elephant, 
To make them mirth , us'd all his might , ind 
wreath'd 
Ris lithe proboſcis : cloſe the ſerpent ſly 
nlinuatipng, wove with Gordian twine 
zus braided train, and of his fatal guile 
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ne proof unheeded : others on the graſs 

Couch'd , and now 61d with paſture gazing ſat, 

Or bed ward ruminating : for the ſun, 

Declin'd,, was haſting now with prone career 

To th? occan ifles, and in th' aſcending ſcale 

Of heav'n the ſtars, that usher evening, roſe : 

When Satan Dill in gaze , as firſt he ſtood, FA 

Scarce thus at lengih fail'd ſpecch recover'd ſad, 
O Hell what do mine eyes with griet behold ! 

In:o ovr room of bliſs thus high advanc'd 

C:.:tnes of other mold; carth-born perhaps, 

Nit its; yer to heav'nly ſpirits bright 

Lule inferior 3 whom my thoughts purſue 

With vonder, and could love, fo lively shines 

him divine reſemblance , and ſuch grace 

Ie hand that form'd them on their shape hath 

pour'd. 

Al gentle pair? ye little think how nigh 

Yeur change approaches; when all theſe delights 

Vl yanish, ard deliver ye to wog; 

£02, the more your taſte is now of joy: 

Roy} ! but for ſo happy ill ſecur'd 

ng to continue; and this high ſcar your heav'n, 

rcd for heav'n, to keep our ſuch a toe | 

ow eis enter*d : yet no purpos'd foe 

To on, whom I could pity thus forlorn , 

Thouzb 1 unpitied. League with you! feek 5 

And mutual amity , ſo ſttait, ſo cloſe, | 

That | vith you muſt dwell , or you with me 

kicelorth ; my dwelling baply may not pleaſe , 


3 ——  — 
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Like this fait Paradiſe, your ſenſe; yet ſuch 
Accept, your Maker's work; He grave it me, 
Which I as freely give: hell shall unfold, 
To entertain you two, her wideſt gates, 
And ſend forth all her kings: there will be room; 
(Not like theſe narrow limits, ) to receive 
Jour numerous offspring: if no better place, 
Thank Him who puts me loth to this revenge 
On you, who wrong me not, for Him who wrong'l, 
And should 1 at your harmleſs innocence 
| Melt, (as I do) yer public reaſon juſt, 
| Honor, and empire with revenge inlarg'd , 
By conqu*ring this new world, compels me nor 
To do, what elſe (though damn'd ) I should abhor, 
| So ſpake the fiend, and with neceſſity , 
{ The tyrant's plea, ) excus'd his devilish died. 
Then from his lofty ſtand on that high ret, 
Down he alights among the ſportful herd 


| Of thoſe four-foored kinds ; himſelf now one, 4 
| | Now other, as their shape beſt ſery'd his end | c 
2 Nearer to view his prey , and un-eſpy'd n 
| To mark what of their ſtare he more might lam, 15 
| By word, or action mark'd: about them round, A 
| | A lion now he ſtalks with fiery glare; 95 

Then, as a tiger, who by chance hath ſpy d, bn. 


In ſome purlieu, two gentle fawns at play, 
Strait couches cloſe, then riſing changes off 
His couchant watch, as one who choſe his gro 
Whence rushing he might ſureſt ſeize them both, 
. Grip'd in each paw ; when Adam, Giſt of mel f 
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To firſt of women , Eve, thus moving ſpeech , 
Turn'd him, all car, to hear new utterance flow. 
Sole partner , and ſole part of all theſe joys ! 
Deatet thy ſelf than all! needs muſt the Pow'r 


aa, rnit made us, and for us this ample world, 
be infinitely good, and of His good 

As liberal, and free, as infinite; 

1 , That rais'd us from the duſt, and plac'd us here 

ag , 


I all this happineſs , who at His hand 

Have nothing merited, nor can perform 

Ought whereof He bath need: He! who requires 
om us no other ſervice than to keep 


00 ru one, this eaſie charge, of all the trees 
000 In Paradiſe , that bear delicious fruit 
Ros o various, not to taſte that only Tree 
l oy Df Knowledge 5 planted by the Tree of Life : 
v1 near grows death to life ! whatc'er death is: 
eme dreadful thing, no doubt: for well thou 
one; know'ſt 
en! $80 hach pronounc'd it death to taſte that tree, 
Pe only ſign of our obedience left, 
tan Nong ſo many ſigns of pow'r, and rule, 
round Tenfer'd upon us; and dominion giv'n 
| Mer all other creatures that poſſe ſs 
yd, m, air, and ſea, Then, let us not think hard 
ay » WM: eaſie prohibition, who enjoy 
oft Wee leave ſo large to all things elſe, and choice 
11s 55 limited of manifold delights, 
em ben e let us ever praiſe Him, and extol 
of men 


V bounty, following our r task, 
Jang I. k 


114 PARADISE Los r. Book 


To prune theſe growing plants, and tend these 
flow'rs 
Which were it toilſome Sho with rhee worn wert. 
To whom thus Eve N d. O thou! {or hon. 

And from whom 1 was focm'd; flesh of r 

And without whom am to no = 3 my 
And head ! what thou haſt ſaid is juſt, 

For, we to Him indeed all praifes ow: , 
And daily thanks; 1 cnieflly , who enjoy 

So far the happier lot, zen thee 
Pez-cminent by ſo much odds; while d. 
Like conſort to thy ſelf canſt no wher: 
mat day ] ofr reme mber , when fron |! 

| fiſt awak'd, and found my ſelf repos'd 
Under a shade of flow'rs; much wond'::r 
Aod what l was, whence thither MOR 1 TY 
Not diftant far from thence, a muriaur; 

Of waters iſſu'd from a cave, and d 
Into a liquid plain, then ſtood unmov'd 


 Y - C 3 _ 
Pure as th? expanſe of heav'n : 1 th:ther ven! 


Wich in-experienc'd thought, and laid me donn 
Cn the green bank, to look into the cical 
Smooth lake, that to me ſeem'd another , 
As 1 bent down to lock, juſt oppoſite s 
A shape within the watry glcam appear d- . 


* 


Bending to look on me: 1 flarted back; 

Iv ſtarteſt back : but pleas'd 1 ſoon retura'd 
Plcas'dl ir return'd as ſoon ; with anſwering 088 
Of [ympatky , and love: there I had f d 7 
Mine et nov, ard pin'd Wich van {115k 2 


— 
_- 
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pr Had not a voice thus warn'd me, *©* What thou ſeeſt, 
Fast there thou feeſt, fair Creature, is thy ſelf, 


et. « With thee it came, and goss: but, follow me, 
i; « 4 And 1 will bring thee where no Shadow ſtays 


«Thy coming, and thy ſoft embraces; he 


* 


4 Whoſe i nage thou art: him thou shalt enjoy 


6 eh thine, to him shalt boar 


ltitudes like thy . and thence call'd 
4 of human Tee. FY .. I. could I 25 


1 
| 
" 
118 
1 
*I 


low ftrait .avifibly thus led, 
| Wes 2 fair ind ed, and tall 
| lantan; yet tt he, 1 fair , 
WON fofr 5 Ic ſ; amt mild 3 
inn that ſmooth watry image: back I turn'd; 
on following cryd'ſt alen „return fair Eve, 


* 


FA vw AC, 4 q ' A, vv cx = 91 — 5 
Vom fly'ſt thou? whom thou fly'ſt, of him thou 


art, 

17 1 £ » 3 . 1 

Mis flzch , his bone; to give thee Being 1 leut 
S N. 1 » 17 . J 

( { 01 '4 {ide 10 11155 neareſt {+ h | * 5 


vitanrial life, to have thee dy my d= 
Henceforth an individual ſolace dear: 

Patt of my ſoul, 1 ſeek thee ; and thee claim, 

M/ other half !. . .. Wirth rl iat, thy gentle hand 
8 2 ; J yielded ; and from that time ſee 

Hor be: y 1s excell'd by manly grace, 

Andes (dom, which alone is tr uly fair. 


d: 59 ſpake our general mother; and with eyes 
g 10088 Pfecnjagal attraction unrceprov'd , 

Md meek ſurrender „half embracing lean'd 
1.456 + WON our frſt facher; half her ſwelling breaſt 
K 2 
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Naked met his, under the flowing gold 

Of her looſe tteſſes hid: he (in delight 

Both of her beauty, and ſubmiſſive charms, ) 

Smil'd with ſuperior love ; as Jupiter 

On Juno ſmiles, when he impregns the clouds, 

That shed May-flow'rs ; and preſs'd her matron- liy 

With kiſſes pure: ... afide the devil tutu'd 

For envy , yet with jealous leer malign 

Ey'd them askance; and to himſelf thus plain'd, 
Sight hate ful, fight rormenring ! thus theſe txe, 

Imparadis'd in one another's arms, 

(The happier Eden ) shall enjoy their fill f 

Of bliſs on bliſs : while I ro hell am thruſt, TL 

Where neither joy, nor love, but fierce deſire, 

(Among our other torments not the leaſt ) 

Still unfulfill'd with pain of longing , pines. 

Yer let me not forget what | have gain'd 

From their own mouths: all is not theirs , it ſeems: 

One fatal Tree there ſtands , of Knowledge call, 

Forbidden them to taſte. Knowledge forbidden! 

Suſpicious , reaſonleſs. Why should their Lord 

Envy them that? can it be fin to know? 

Can it be death? and do they only ſtand 

By ignorance ? is that their happy ſtate , 

The proof of their obedience, and their faith? 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 

Their ruin! hence I will excite their minds 

With more defire to know, and to reject 

Envious commands, invented with deſign 

To keep thom low, whom knowledge might ent 


LL) a _ We 1 ay 
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Equal with Gods: aſpiring to be ſuch, 

They taſte , and die: what likelier can enſue ? 

Bic ficſt, with narrow ſcarch I muſt walk round 
© This garden, and no corner leave un- ſpy'd; 

A chance bur chance may lead where 1 may meet 
| Some wandring ſpirit of heav'n, by fountain-ſide 
Or in thick shade retir'd, from him to draw 
What further would be learn'd. Live while ye may, 
Yer happy pair: enjoy, till I return, 

Short pleaſures ; for, long woes are to ſucceed ! 
do ſaying , his proud ſtep he ſcornful tutn'd, 

Bit with fly circumſpection; and began 

Through wood, through waſte , o'er hill, o'er dale 

| his roam. 

Mean-while in utmoſt longitude , wliere heav'n 

Vit earth and ocean meets, the ſerting ſun 

Noa deſcended ; and with right aſpect 

Deanſt the eaſtern gate of Paradiſe 

Level'd his evening rays : it was a rock 

Vf alabaſter, pil'd up to the clouds, 

Conſpicuous far; winding with one aſcent 

Acceſſible from earth, one entrance high: 

te reſt was craggy cliff, that over-hung 

Mill as it roſe, impoſſible to climb, 

ſtrict theſe rocky pillars Gabriel ſat , 

Cit of th' Angelic guards, awaiting night: 

Wour him exercis'd heroic games 

unarmed youth of heav'n ; but nigh at hand 

Pbeſtial armory, shields, helms , and ſpears , 


a high, with diamond flaming , and with gold. 
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Tlüther came Uriel, gliding through the eyn $: 
On a ſun-beam , ſwift as 2 Hooring, ſtar 3 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapors Ard I. 
Impreſs the air , and chew the mariner 1. 
From wiat point of his Compals ro beryare | 
NIE winds : he thus began in u I 
G.hri:l ! to thee thy courſe by lot hath eien | 


I\ inn; nhe 3 


Charge, and ſtric watch, that ro this 1+pp he 


No evil thing approach, Or enter in: 3 
This day , at ſieight of noon, came to my ſom Ir 
A ſpirit 3 zealous , af he ſeem'd , do know D 
More of th Almighty” - works ; aud chi rt 
God's lateſt image: 1 jeſcrib'd his way 4 
Bent all on ſpecd, and mark'd! his aery galt T 

But, in rac mount that lies from Elen nom, 
Where he firlt light red. ſoon diſcern'd !:s -* ks N 
Alien from he av 1 with paſſtons 1 obſeut'd; 8 
ine eye pur. u'd him F594! 2 but und 0 I 
Loſt ſight of nim: one of the bans! a r * 
1 fear, hath ventur'd from tne Peep : 1 
New troubles ; bim thy care muſt be to! LJ 
To whom tac winged Fartlor thus return'd } 
Urte! / no wonder if thy perfect ſight, 1 
Amid the ſun's bright circle, where tho: fit | 
See far, and wide: in at this g gate none! 1 
The vigilance here plac'd, but "Cach þ 
Vell-known from heav n 5 an- 4 ſince mern ] 
Mo creature thence. If ſpirit of ot her! | | 

..1, 


So minded; have o'er-leap '4 cheſe eartny 
On purpoſe , bard thou Know e it to ccd 


” 


im 
Sw 
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irtual ſubſtance with corporeal bar. 

It, if within the circuit of theſe walks 

It atſec ver shape, he lurk, of whom 


cu tell'ſt, by mortow dawning Ishall know, 


904 r0mis'd he by and Uriel to his charge 
turn'd, on that bright beam, whoſe point now 


Fore lim flope downward to the ſun, now fall'n 

Nacatluth!' Azores : whither the prime orb, 

Ecicdible how ſwift, hed rhitker rowl'd 

Dual; or this leſs volubil carth , 

* dot. r flight to ti? caſt, had left him there, 

Irtaying with reflected purple, and gold, 

I. = ds that on bis weitern throne attend. 
Now came full everung on, and twiligut grep 

in her ſober 2 alt things clad: 

ce accompapriy'd ; ſor 508 „ and bird, 

Wy 10 their graſſy couch, theſe to their neſts, 

Ne ſlunk; all but the wake ful niglitingate; 

We 11! night long her amourous deſcant ung,; 

Wictce was pleas'd : now plow'd the thrmamens 

\ living ſaphirs; He; perus, that led 

Wie far ry hoſt, rode brigh reſt; till the moon, 


ling in clouded majeſty at length, 
" latent Queen, unveil'd her pectleſs light, 
Wd ver the dark her ſilver mantle threw; 

Wien Adan thus to Eve: fair conſort ! ch' hour 
Krieht, and all things now retic'd to test, 
Pld us of like repoſe; fince God hath fir 

dot and reſt, as day and night , to wen 
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Succeſſive; and the time ly dew of ſleep , 
Now falling with ſoft ſlumbrous weight, inclineg 
Out cye-lids. Other creatures all day-long 
Rove idle, un-employ'd , and leſs need reſt; 
Man hath his daily work of body, or mind, 
Appointed, which declares his dignity , 
And the regard of heav'n on all his ways: 
While other animals unactive range; 
And of their doings God takes no account, 
To- morrow , e'er fresh morning ſtreak che eaſt 
With firſt approach of light, we mult be tis'n, 
And at our pleaſant labor, ro reform 
Yon flow'ry arbors ; yonder allies green, 
Our walk at noon ,. with branches overgrown ; 
That mock our ſcant manuring , and requirz 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton grovits 
Thoſe bloſſoms alſo, and thoſe dropping gums, 
That lie beſtrown, unſightly, and unſmooth, 
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with eaſe: 
Mean- while, as nature Wills, night bids us reſt 
To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty adom's 
My author, and diſpoſer ! what thou bidſt 
Un- argu*d 1 obey ; ſo God ordains : 
God is thy law, thou mine: to know no more 
Is woman's happieſt knowledge, and her praiſe. 
Wich thee converſing l forget all time, 
All ſeaſons, and their change, all pleaſe alike: 
Sweet is the breath of morn ,. her riſing ſ»eet» 
With charm of eailieſt birds: pleaſant the ſut, 
When fixſt on this delightful land he ſpreads 


. . Ma Vo oo woo 
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Hs orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flow'r, 
Glifring with dew : fragrant the fertile carth 
Afrer ſoft show*rs : and ſweet the coming on 
Of gtate ful cy*ning mild: then, ſilent night, 
; Vich this her ſolemn bird, and this fair moon; 
| And theſe the gems of heav'n , her ſtarry train. 

Fur neither breath of morn , When she aſcends 
Vich charm of earlieſt birds: nor riſing fun 
On this delightful land: nor herb, fruit, flower, 
Cli'ring with dew : nor fragrance after show'rs : 
Ko! gtateful evening mild: nor ſilent night, 
With this her ſolemn bird: nor walk by moon: 
pr glittering ſtar-light, without thee 4s fVect. 
Bur Where fore all night long shine theſe ? for 


lines 


— 


Zeme I, L 


rn; 
| . whom 
e ) bis glorious ſight, when lcp hath shut all eyes? 
i. To whom our general anceſtcr reply'd. 
; Fuughter of God and man, accomplish*d Eve / 
FW Ne have their courſe to finish, round the carth , 
us reſt 8; morrow ev*ning ; and from land to land 
adorn'l order , though to nations yet unborn, 
: Puillring light prepar'd, they fer, and rife 2 
Felt total darkneſs should by night regain 
» more get old poſſeſſion, and extinguish life 
pralle. WA nature, and all things; which theſe ſoft fares 
ot only enlighten , bur with kindly heat, 
alike: i various influence, foment , and warm, 
yeet; Kemper, or noutish; or in part shed down 
1e ſun; beir ſtellar virtue, on all kinds that grow 
eads Þ earth; made hereby apter to receive 
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Perfection from the ſun's more potent ray, 
Theſe then, though un beheld in deep of night, 
Shine not in vain : nor think, though men wers 


= 


none , 
That heav'n would want ſpeQators, God wa 
| praiſe; 
1 Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the carr; 
| Un-ſecn , both when we wake, and when ve lleep: 
| All theſe , with ccaſeleſs praiſe , his works behell 
| Both day, and night: how often, from the licep 
Ofccaoing hill, or chicket, have we heard 
Ccleſtial voices, to the midnight air 2 
(Sole, or reſponſive each to other's note) 
Singing their great Creator? oft in bands 
While tuey kzep watch, or nightly round ag alk, 
Wich heav'nly touch of inſtrumental ſounds, 
In full harmonie number join'd, their [orgs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaven, 
Thus talking, hand in hand, alone they pas 
On to their bliſsful bow'r : it was a place 
Cih>s'a by rhe Sov*reign Planter, when te fand | 
All chings to man's deligatful uſe : the roof, T 
Of thickeſt covert, was inwoven sha de, 
Laurel, and myrtle; and what higher ges; 
Of firm, and frag rant leaf: on either ide 
Acanthus, and cach od'rous bushy shrub, 7 
Fenc'd up the verdant wall: ach beauccous for hl 
Iris all hues, roſes, and j:flamin, | 
/ Rear'd high their floucish'd beads between, . 
- wrought 5 
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Moſaic : under foot the violet, 


t, Crocus , and hyacinth , with rich in- lay 
e Brcider'd the ground; more color'd , than with 
ſtone 


want os coſtlieſt emblem: other creature here, 

Praſt, bird, inſect, or worm, durſt enter none; 
zuch was their awe of man ! In shady bow'r 
More ſacred, and ſequeſter'd, though but feign'd, 
un, or Sylvanus , never ſlept; nor Nymph, | 
Nor Faunus, haunted. Here, in cloſe receſs, 
Wich flowers, garlands, and ſweet- ſinellings herbs, 
pouſed Eve deck'd firſt her nuptial bed: | 
u heav'nly Choirs the Hymenzan ſung , 
Thar day the genial Angel to our fire 
Wrought her, in naked beauty more adorn'd, 
Wor: lovely; than Pandora; whom the Gods 
Ned with all their gifts, (aud O, too lix 
N (ad event!) when to th'unwiſer ſon 
pals ober brought by Hermes, she inſnar'd 
ankind with her fair looks, to be aveng'd 
him who had ſtole “s authentic fire, 


of, Thus at their shady Lodge arriv'd, both ſtood , 
h rurn'd , and under open sky ador'd | 

V3 * God that made both sky, air, earth, and 

e heav'n , 

; * ich they beheld ; the moon's reſplendent globe, 

us fo t. 


V ſtarry Pole: Thou alſo mad'ſt the night, 
Per Omnipotent ! and Thou the day, 
Pick we in our appointed work employ'd 

* fin4h'd, happy in our mutual help, 
L2 


- and 
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And mutual love, the crown of all our blif 
Ordain'd by Thee 3 and this delicious place, 
For us too large; hefe Ihy abundance wants 
Partakers , and uncrop'd falls to the ground, 
Bur Thou haſt promis'd from us two a face 
To fl the earth , who shall with us extol 
Thy goodneſs infinite, both when we wake, 
And when we ſeck , as now, Thy gift of ſleep. 
This ſaid unanimous, and other rites 
Obſerving none, bur adoration pure, 
nich God likes beſt, into their inmoſt Low; 
Handed they went; and (cas'd the petting of 
Theſe troubleſome diſguiſes which we wer, ) 
Strait fide by ſide were laid: nor turn'd, | vezt, 
Adam from his fair ſpouſe ; nor Eve the rites 


— 


Myſterious of connubial love refus'd: N 
Whatever hypocrites auſterely talk 
Of puriry , and place, and innocence ; 1 
Defaming as impure what God declares 4 
Pure; and commands to ſome, leaves irc to dl. 
Cur Maker bids increaſe ; who bids abſam, 1 


Bur our deſtroyer, {oc to God, and man? 
Hail wedded love! myſterious law, rruc ente 
Of human offspring , fole propriety 

In Paradiſe ! of all things common clie. 

By thee adult'rous luſt was driv'n from men, 
Among the beſtial herds to range ; by thee» 
(Founded in reaſon, loyal, juſt, and] ure) 
Relations dear, and all the charities 

Of father , ſon, and brother, firſt were $090 
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Far be it 5 that [ should rare thee en , Or blame 
Ur think thee un-belitting hnoltelt place L 


K perpetual fountain of domeſtic ſweets ! 
Whoſe bed is undeft'd, and chaſte, pꝛorourc'd, 
Preſent, or pait ; as ſaints , and patriarchs dd, 
H-re, Love his golden chatts employs ; here liguts 
2 His conftant lamp ; and waves his purple wings: 
ep. 


Reigns here, and re vels: not in the bought ſmile 
Of harlors, loveleſs, joyleſs, un-endeat'd: 
Caſual fruition ! nor in Court- amore, 

Mix'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball, 
r ſerenate, winch the, ſtarv'd lover ſinge 

o lis proud Fair: beſt quitted with di uin. 
Theſe, lull'd by nigitingales, embracing i:c pt 2 
And on their naked Umbs the low'ry 

Sowcr'd roſes, which the morn repait'd. Sleep on 
Heſt pair! and O! yer happieſt, if ye ſcek 

No happier ſtate, and know to know no more, 


w 
K 
el 


Now had night meaſur'd, with her cthadowy cone, 


1 
1 . Palf-way up hill this vaſt ſublonar vault: 
$ Ard from their ivory port the Cherubim 
| 1 Forth iſſuing at ti accuſtom'd hour, Rood arm'd 
5 To iheir night watches in wariike parade, 

When Gabriel to his next in pow'r thus ſpake. 
4 Ude half theſe draw off, and coaſt the ſouth 
8 Wich ſtricteſt watch: theſe other wheel rhe north: 


Pur circuit meets full weſt, As flame they part, 

| lalf whceling to the shield, half ro the ſpear. 

From theſe, two ſtrong and fubtile ſpirits he cail'd, 

iu ncar him ſtood , and gave them thus in charge. 
L 3 | 


126 PARADISE Los r. Book IV, 


Ithuriel , and Zephon ! with wing'd ſpecd 
$carch thro” this garden, leave unſearch'd no nock 
But chiefly where thoſe two fair creatures lodge, 
Now laid perhaps afleep, ſecure of harm, 

This evening from the ſun's decline arriv'd, 

Who tells of ſeme infernal fpirit , ſcen 

Hitherward bent (who could have thought?) 
eſcap'd 

The bars of hell; on errand bad, no doubt: 

Such, where ye find, ſeize faſt, and hither bring; 

So ſaying , on he led his radiant files, 
Dazling the moon: theſe to the bow'r dire, 
In ſearch of whom they ſought : him chere they 

found, : 
Squat like a toad, cloſe at the ear of Eye; 
Aſlaying, by his devilich art, to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forze 
Illuuons, as he lift, paanraſms, and decems: 
Oc if, inſpiring venom, he might raint 
Th' animal ſpirits, that from pure blood ariſe, 
Like gentle breaths ſrom rivers pute; thence ca 
Ar lat diſtemper'd, diſcontented thoughts; 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate deſires, 
Blown up with high conceits ingendring pid. 
Him thus intent Irf.uriel with bis ſpear 
Touch'd lightly ; (for no falshood can encurt 
Touch of celeſtial remper , but returns 
Of force to 1ts own likeneſs ) up he ſtarts , 
Difcover'd, and ſurpriz'd. As when a ſpark 
Lichts on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 


— 2 — — — — — "Ty — 8 


dura 


Com thou, eſcap'd t. 
Vby ſat'ſt thou, 


For you; there 
Not to know me argues yourſelves unknown, 


A: vhen thou ſtoodſt in heav'n, upright, 
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Ft for the tun, ſome magazine to ſtore 
Arzinſt a rumor d war , the ſmuity grain 

Vich ſudden blaze ditfus'd , inſlames the air: 
© ſtarted up, in his own shape, the fiend. 

F: ck ſtepꝰ d thoſe 


tw o fair Angels, half amaz'd, 
go ſudden to behold the griſly King; 


RY 


Ye: thus, unmoy'd with fear, accoſt him ſoon. 


noſe rebel ſpirits, adjudg'd ro hell, 
y priſen? and tiansforn'd 


Which of d 


like an cuemy in walz, 


Foe watching at the head of theſe that ficep ? 
now ye not then, ſaid gatat, bd itt Icom 


Know ye not Me? yc knew me once no mute 


icting whe re gu dura 10 KC ſoar 2 


Ihe loweſt of your throng: or if ye know, 


Why ask ye, and ſuperſtuous begin 
Jour mellage, like to end as much in vain? 
To whom thus Zephon, anſyciing ſcorn with 
ſcorn, 


Mink not, revolted ſpirit! thy sbape che ſame, 


Dr un-diminish'd brigbtneſs, to be known 

and pure: 
Hit glory then, when thou no more waſt gocd, 
Departed from rhee ; and rhou reſembl'ſt now 

Wy in, and place of doom, obſcure, and foul. 
Ve come? for thou, be ſure, shalt give account 


Ne tim who ſent us, whoſe charge is to keep 


Tuns! ace inviolable, and theſe from harm. 
do ;pake the Cherub; ; and his grave rebuke, 
L 4 
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eyere in youthtul beauty, added grace 
Invincible: abash'd the devil ſtood, 
And felt how awful goodneſs is, and ſaw 
Virtue ia her shape how lovely; ſaw, and pi d 
His loſs : but chicfty to find here obſor /d 
His luſtre viſibly im pair'd: yer ſeem'd 
Undaunted. If 1 muit contend, ſaid he, 
Eeſt with the beſt, the ſender nor the ſent, | 
Or ail at once; more glory will be won, | 
Or leſe be loſt, Thy fzar, ſaid Zephon bold, ] 
Will fave us tryzl vat the leaſt can do 5 
Single againſt thee wicked, and thence werk. : 

The fiend reply'd not, overcome v ich age 3 \ 
Bur like a proud ſteederein'd, went hauriity on, 
Champing his iron curb : to ſtrive, or fly, 

He held it vain 3 awe from above had quclld - 

Nis heart, not elſe diſmay?d. Now drew tc bieh 

The weſtern point, where thoſe half - touring 
guards 

Juſt mer, and cloſing ſtood in ſquadron joi:'d, T. 

Awalting next command; to whom their Coict, 

Gabriel, from the Front thus call'd aloud. 

O friends: I hear the tread of nimble fect 
Haſting this way; and now by glunps dilcein 
Ithuriel, and Zephon , though the shade; 

And with them comes a third of regal port, 
But faded ſplendor wan; who by his gait , 
And fierce demcanor, ſecms the Prince of h. 
Not likely to part hence without conteſt: 
Stand firm , for in his look dchance los. 
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He ſcarce had ended, when thoſe two approach'd, 
And brief related whom they brought, where 
ſound, 
4 WE Hor buned, in what form, and poſture, couch'd: 
| To whom with ſtern regard thus Gabriel ſake. 
Why haſt thou, Satan! broke the bounds preſ- 
crib'd 
To thy tranſgreſſions, and diſturb'd rhe charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranſereis 
F; thy example? but have pow'r, and right, 
To cu ſtion thy bold entrance on this pl:ce 3 
; En:icy'd, it ſeems, to violate flzep, aud thoſe 
V woll dwelling God hath planted here in bliſs? 


on, 4A waom thus Satan, with contemptudus FED 
PAH! thou hadſt in heav'n th' eſteem of wil 
'4 -n 1 held thee ; but this queſtion ask“. 4 
; rich ne in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain? 
acting h would not; finding way, break looſe from 
bell, 
i'd, J'o' thither doom'd ? thou wouldſt thyſelf, no 
(pief, doubt; 
A boldly venture to whatever place, 
fect Faitheſt from pain; where thou might'ſt hope to 
rein change 
Netacnt with eaſe, and ſoon: k recompenſe 
rt, . vith delight; which in this place 1 ſonght: 
| ho thee no reaſon, who knov'ſt only good, 
hell: Wt evil haſt not rry's, And wilt object 
by „ rill who bounds us? let Him ſarer bar 


Wi icon gates, if He intends our lay 
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In that dark durance! thus mich what was 2:4. 
The reſt is true: they found me where they ; 
But that implies not violence, or harm. 

Thus he in ſcorn. The warlike Angel mor“ 4, 
Diſdainfully half ſmiling , thus reply'd, 
O loſs of one in heav'n to judge of viſe, 
Since Satan ſell, whom. folly overthrew ! 
And now returns him, from his priſon "1 | 
Gravely in doubt wherher to hold them if: ] 
Or not, who ask what boldreſs brought Him hier 1 
Un-licens'd, from his bounds in hell; F 
So wile he judges it to fly from SE L 
However, and to ſcape his punichmen: ! T 
So judge thou ſtill, preſumptuous! till rhe v 
Wich thou incur'ſt by flying, meet thy ht * 
Sev afold, and ſcourge that wiſdom bak g dell, 5 
Which taught thee yer no better, that no pai 1 
Can equal anger infinite provok'd. 
But where fore thou alone? wherefore with these 
Came not all hell broke looſe? is pala to dun 
Leſs pain, l: ſs to be fled ? or thou than they 
Leſs hardy to endure? couragious Chic? ! 
The firſt in flight from pain! Hadſt tion dt“ 
To thy deſerted hoſt this cauſe of flight, 
Thou furely hadſt not come ſole fur irive | 

To which. the fiend thus anſwer'd , nern 

ſtern, . 

Not that 1 leſs endure, or shrink from pen, 
Inſulting Angel! well thou kgow'ſt | 1504 


Tiy fterceſt , when in battel to thy ald 8 
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„ bling vollied thunder made all ſpecd, 
And ſcconded thy elſe not dreaded ſpear, 
But full thy words at random, as before, 
„, ue thy in-expetienca, what behovcs , 
| {From hard aſlays, and ill ſuccelics patt, ) 
A aithful Leader, not to hazard a:l 
Fhrouph vays of danger, by himſclf untty'd: 


13 


24 tler [Cs tore 3 { alone, frit und-rtook 
23 
Jo ving the deſolate abyſs, and (py 
BAT Inis lis . neu- created world 5 where 0 in hell 


Niels not ſilent; here in hype to find 

letter abode, and my afflicted Vow'rs 

To ſctele here on carth, or in mid air; 

Pouch, ſor poil-Mon, 2 to try once more 
u tnou, and thy gay legions, dare againſt: 
ei caſer buſineſs were to ſerve their Lord 
din en 10 in heav'n, with ſongs to hymn His chro- 


- 3 


' 
yr 


dpragis d diſtances to cringe , not fight, 
auen Io whom the warrior Angel ſoon teply'd: 
they dizy, and ſtrait unſay, pretending 6A 
Wii io fly pain, profeſſing next the py » 
eric no Leader, but a liar trac'd, 


N tan ! and could thou faithſul add? O name, 
p Faced name of faithfulueſs profan'd ! 
ort thiul to whom? to thy rebellious crew, 
yy of fiends ? fir body to fir head! 
LES this your diſcipline, and faith engag'd, 
A military obedience, to diſſolve 


dance to tht acknovledg'd Pow'r ſupreme ? 
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And thou, fly hypocrite ! who now would{t ſeen 
Patron of liberty, who more than thou 
Once fawn'd, and cring'd, and ſervily ad-;'d 
Heav'n's awful Monarch? wherefore ? but in hope \ 
To diſpoſſeſs him, and thy (elf ro riign ? 
But mark what l arcad thee now: avant! 7 
Fly thitner whence thou fledſt ! If from tlg how 
Within theſe haliow'd limits thou opperr, 
Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee chain'd, | 
And fealthce ſo, as henceforth not to ſcorn 1 
The fac:i gates of bell roo flightly bard. 0 5 
So thr aten'd he: but Satan to no threat: 


Gave heed, but waxing more in rage, reply. * 

Then, hen 1 am thy captive, talk of cats, w 
Proud limitary Cherub ! but cer than A 
Far heavier load thy ſelf expect to fee! * 


1 . 


From my prevailing arm; though heaveg's Ning! >... 

Rid- on thy wings, and thou with t! 

Us'd to the yoke, draw'ſt his triumphant wares 

In progreſs thro' the road of heav'n ftar-pan's, 
While thus he ſpake , th*- Angelic {qy2ur 

bright 
Turn'd kery red, sharpning in mooned horn: 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him rovnl 


7 44 r : 
y cemfree, I 
* 4 q 


818 JC 
With ported ſpears 3 as thick, as when 2 fd Wl 
Of Ceres, ripe for harveſt, waving bends 3 
4 1 11 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way che 0 lan 
Sways them; the careful plowman doubting italls * 
N 7 ber, 


Leſt on the threshing-floor his hope slicawes 
Prove chaff. On th? other fide , Sato! 444iit 4» 
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Colle&ing all his might, dilated ſtood 
Like Tenerif, or Atlas, un-remov'd : 
i fature rcach'd the sky, and on his creſt 
dur Horror plum'd 3 nor wanted in his graſp 
What ſeem'd both ſpear , and shield. Now dread=- 
tul deeds 
ht have enſu'd ; not only Paradiſe 
I this commotion , but the ſtarry cope 
Df heav'n perhaps , or all the elements, 
At leaſt had gone to wreck ,, diſturb'd, and torn 
nl iolence of this conflict, had not ſoon 
In Eternal, to prevent ſuch horrid fray , 
M ; forth in heav'n his golden ſcales, yer ſeen 
b:rvixc Aſtræa, and the Scorpion Sign, 
* 
Die 


out 


Vhetein all things created firſt he weigh'd, 

dulous round earth, with else d air 

count aa : now, ponders all events, 

tels, and realms : ) in theſe he put to weights; 

* ſequel each of parting, and of fight; 

he latter quick up flew , and kick'd the beam: 

©" Gabriel ſpying, thus beſpake the fiend. 

E Satan ! I know thy ſtrength, and thou know? 

mine: 

Neither our on, but giv'n: what folly then 

0 boalt what arms can do? ſince thine no more 

an heav'n permits; nor mine, tho? doubled now 

po trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 

I:d read thy lot in yon celeſtial Sign; 

bete thou art weigh'd , and shown how light g 
how weak, 
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If thou reſiſt , . . . The fiend look'd up, and knw p 
His mounted ſcale aloft : nor more; but fled 
Murm'ring , and with him fled the shades of nigi. 


The End of the fourth Boo. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


7 1 


| (ing approach'd , Eve relates to Adam 
ber rroubleſome dream; he likes it not, yet 
werte ker: they come forth to their « aihy 

. their morning hymn at the door of 

+ hw r. God, to render Man inexcu- 

2 , ſends Raphael to admonith him of 

bi: ob-Cience „ of tus free eſtate, of his 

eren near at hand, who he ig, and why 

* enemy, and whatever elſ» may avail 

Ada, 10 know. Baphael comes down to 
P:raliſe ; his apy-arance Geſcrib'd , his 
ni g diſcern'd by Adam afar- off, ſit- 
br; ks door of his bower ; he goes out 
meet Kim, brings him t his lodge, en- 
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tertains him with the choiceſt fruit f 


Paradiſe got together by Eve; their |. 
courſe at table : Raphael er forms his n 
ſage, minds Adam of tis ſtate , end q F 
his enemy; relates, at Adam's x: 
who that enemy is, and how he Can? 1 
be ſo ; beginning from his firſt ro; 
heaven, and the occaſion thereof ; hn 
drew his legions after him to ih 7 
the north , and here ineited 1 
with him; perſuacing ali ag or. 
a Sera rh 3 who To Un 470 
J. opoſes tum , then forjakes . Ul Rim. 
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o Morn, her roſy ſteps in th' cafrn elime 
draucing, ſow'd the earth with otient pearl, 

* hen Alam vak' d: ſo cuſtom'd; for his fleep 
6 aery-light , from pure digeſlioa bred, 

Ind temperate vapors bland , which th* only ſound 
Delezves, and fuming rills , (Aurora's fan ) 
Woicly diſpers'd, and the shrill matin ſong 
bicds on every bough. So much the more 
vonder was, to find unwaken'd Eye 

th treſſes diſcompos'd , and glowing cieek ; 

& throuch unquiet reſt : he, on his ſide 

ng half-rais'd, with looks of cordial love 

1” over her enamor'd ; and behcld 

ty, which, whether waking or aſleep , 

Vt forch peculiar graces ; then, with voice 

as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes , 

land ſoft-toucning , wiiſper'd thus: Awake 
fureſt, my eſpous'd, my lateſt found, 

ns laſt beſt gift, my ever-new delight! 
we; the morning shincs, and the fresh field 
is us; we loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 
{tended plants, how blows the citron grove , 
bat drops the myrrh , and what the balmy reed, 
F natuce plaints her colors, how tie bee 

01 the bloom extracting liquid ſweet. 

ach whiſp'ring wak'd her, but with Ractied eye 
Am; whom embracing , thus she ſpake. 


lole j in whom my thoughts find all repoſe, 
Tome I, © M 
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My glory , my perfection! glad | ſee 
Thy face, and morn return'd ; for 1 this night, | 
(Such night till chi I never paſs'd,) have dream ] 
(If dream'd ) not, as loft am wont, of ther, ( 
Works of day paſs'd , or morrow's next deßen; F 
But, of offenſe , and trouble; which my md L 
Knew never till this irkſome night. Metlionght T 
Cloſe at mine ear one call'd me forth to «all H 
With gentle voice; thought it thine : it (aid, 4 
Why ſleep'ſt thou Eve? now is the plea ant te,. 
The cool, the ſilent, ſave where filence yicl; * 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 
Tunes ſweereſt his love-labor'd ſong; now teign 
Fall-orb'd the moon, and with more p!c aanc light 
Shiadowy ſets off the face of things; ind van, 
If none regard: heav'n wakes with all Hi g; 
Whom to bchold but Thee , nature's d. tire * 
In whoſe ſight all things joy, with ravishmert 
Attracted by thy beauty ſtill to gaze. 
I roſe , az at thy call; but found thee not: 
To find thee I directed then my walk, 
And on, methought, alone | paſs'd , thro v 
That brought me on a ſudden to the Tre: 
Of inrerdicted Knowledge : fair it ſeem d, 
Much fairer , to my fancy , than by day : 
And as I wond'ring look'd, beſide it ſtood 
One shap'd, and wing'd, like one of hok 10 
Heavn, 
By us oft ſcen: his dewy locks diſtill'd 
Auibraſia; on that tree he alſo gaz d: 
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Ard, O fair plant, ſaid he, with fruit ſurcharg'd! 
Dci-ms none to eaſe thy load, and taſte thy ſect ? 
| Kor Cod, nor man? Is knowledge fo deſpis'd? 
D: cniy, or what reſerve forbids ro trait. ? 
FPoitid who will, none shall from me with-hold 
Loncer thy offer'd good: why elſe ſer here? 
| Ibis ſaid , he paus d not, but with vent'rous arm 
N. pluck d, he taſted: me damp horror chill'd 
uch bold words, vouch'd with a decd ſo bold, 
it he thus, overjoy'd : O fruit divine! 


15 ect of thy ſelf, but much more ſweet thus crop'd! 
'ocbidden here, it ſeems, as only fit 

.: a" Gods, yet able ro make Gods of men: 

Tok Wn. why nor Gods of men, ſin ce good the more 

23 Daumenicated, more abundant grows, 

1 Nathor not impair'd, but honor'd more ? 

; te, happy creature, fair Angelic Eve! 

int ke chon alſo ; Fappy though thou art, 


Woicr tllou may'ſt be, worthier cauſt not be: 
te this, and be henceforth among the Gods 
lf a Goddcſs ; not to earch confin'd, 
ſometimes in the air, as we; ſomcrimes 


nd to hcav'n, by merit thine, and ſce 


|, Wit life the Gods hive there , and ſuch live Thou. 
ſz /ing, he drew nigh, and ro me held, 

E to my mouth, of that ſame fruit held part 

ole 0 Y h. had pluck'd : the pleaſant ſavoury ſme 


Juickew?4 appetite, that I, merhcugkt, 
d not bur taſto! Focthwith up to the clouds 
him I flew, and underneath beheld 

M 2 


| 
| 
| 
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The earth outſttetch'd immenſe , a proſpect did, WA 
And various: wond'ring at my flighc , and change 
Tho this high exaltation; ſuddenly W - 
My guide Was gone, and I , methought, ſun 1 
down , 5 
And fell aflcep : but O, how glad I wak'd B 
Tho find this but a dream! Thus Eye her niche T/ 
Related, and thus Adam anſwer'd ſad, * 
Beſt image of my ſelf, and dearer half! A: 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in {1:9 Mir 
Affects me equally: nor can I like Ba 
This uncooth dream, of evil ſprung, I fear, of 
Yer evil whence 2 in thee can harbour none, $; 
Created pure, But know, that in the foul 
Are many lefler faculties , that ſerve Is 


Reaſon as chief: among theſe Fancy next 
Her office holds: of all external things, 
Which the five watchful ſenſes repreſent, 
She forms imaginations , aery shapes 
Which Reaſon joining , or disjoining , frames 
All what we affirm, or what deny, aud call 
Our knowledge, or opinion; then retires 
Into her private cell, when nature rel:s. Pon 
Gfr in her abſence mimic Fancy wakes 

To imitate her; but, mis-joining shapes, 
Wild work produces oft, and molt in dreams; 
Ul matching words, and deeds, long pait, 04 
Some ſuch reſemblances methinks 1 find 

Of our laſt evening's talk, in this thy dream} 


Bur with, addition ſtrange l yer , be not id; 
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ih into the mind of God, or man, 
By come, and go, ſo un-approv'd, and leave 


hl Ko {por or blame behind: which gives me hope 
io; WT: 5 at in ſleep thou didſt abhor to dream, 

WJ ing thou never wilt conſent to do. 

not di-hearten'd then, nor cloud thoſe looks, 
1 mit vont to be more chearful, and ference, 


bin when fair morning firſt ſmiles on the world: 
Ard ict us to our fresh employments riſc , 

* Anong the groves , the fountains , aud the flow'rs, 
Mac open now their choiceſt boſom'd ſmc ils , 
Wcſcrv'd from night, and kept for thee in tore. 

So chear'd he his fair ſpouſe , and she was 

chear'd ; 

Wt ſilently a gentle tear let fall 

dom either eye, and wip'd them with her hai: 

No other precious drops that ready Rood , 


h in their cryſtal ſluice, he e'cr they fell 
hd, as the gracious ſigns of ſweet remorſe, 
d pious awe, that fear'd to have offended, 

d all was clear'd, and to the field they haſte: 
ut firſt, from under shady arborous roof, 
Non as they forth were come to open ſight 

Wt Cav-ſpring, and the ſun, { who ſcarce vp-rign , 
Iich wheels yet hov'ring o'er che occan-brim , 
Pt parallel to th' earth his dewy ray, 

þcov'ring in wide landſcap- all the caft 

F Paradiſe , and Eden's happy plains. ) 

duly they bow'd, adoring, and began 


beit oriſons, each morning duly paid 
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In various ſtyle ; for neither various ſtyle, 
Nor holy rapture , wanted they, to praiſ: 


Their Maker, in fit ſtraias pronounc'd, or {ung Ar: 
Unmeditated; ſuch prompt eloquence In 
Flow'd from their lips, in proſe, or numerous vet: . 
More tunable, than needed 1: te, or harp, Ai: 
To add more ſweetneſs ; and they thus began. Or 


Theſe are Thy glorious works , Parent cf Gool! Wer: 
Almighty ! Thine this univerſal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair; Thy iclf how wondrous then! 
Unſpeakable ! who ſitt'ſt above theſe hcoav'ns, 
To us inviſible, or dimly ſcen 
In theſ: Thy loweſt works : yet theſe declare 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and power Givire, 
Speak ye who beſt can tell, ye ſons of liabe, 
Angels! for ye behold Him, and wich ſong 
And choral ſynphonies, day without nk, 
Circle His throne rejoicing ; ye in h-av'n: 
On carth join all ye creatures, to exto 
Him fict, Him laſt, Him midſt and without end! 
Faireſt of ſtars, laſt iu the train of nieht 
If better thou belong not to the dawn 
Sure pl-dge of day, that crown'ſt the ſmiling mom 
With thy bright circler , praiſe Him in thy P here 
While day ariſes, that ſweet hour of prime. 
Thou ſun ! of this great world both cye ſe ſoul, 
Acknowledge Him thy greater; found His praiſe 
In thy cternal courſe, both when thou clin 0ſt, 
And when high noon haſt urs, and when thou 

ſall'ſt. 
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Moon ! that now meer'ſt the orient ſun, now fly'ſt. 
Wich the fix'd ſtars, fix'd in their orb that flies; 
And ve five other wandring fires ! that move 
I nyitic dance not without ſong, refound 
Hi; raiſe , who out of darkneſs call'd up light. 
Air, and ye elements! the eldeſt birth 
Of Nature's womb , that in quaternion run 
201! WFerpcrual circle , multiform; and mix, 

Ard nourish all things; let your ceaſeleſs change 
nN co our Great Maker ſtill new praiſe 


Fe miſts, and exhalations ! that now riſe 

From hill, or teaming lake, dusky , or grey, 
Tl! the ſun paint your fle: cy skirts with gold, 
vine, WA honor to the world's great Author riſc : 


Rether ro deck with clouds th? uncolc:'d sky, 
vet the thicky earth with falling show'rs , 
fog, or falling, ſtill advance His praiſe. 
praiſe. ye winds ! that from four quarters blow, 
eiche ſoft, or loud; and wave your tops, ye 
s - pines?! 

th every plant, in ſign of worship waves 
juntains ! and ye that warble, as yu flow, 
lodio s murmurs ! warbling tune His praiſe, 
in voices all ye living ſouls ! ye bi:ds, 
ſat inging up to heaven-gate aſcend , 
ron your wings, and in your notes, His praiſe ! 
F that in waters glide, and ye that walk 
N carth , and Rarely tread , or lowly creep! 
fitneſs if I be ſilent, morn or even, 
hill, or valley, fountain, os fresh shade; 


mom 
ere 


fool, 
raiſe 
ſt; 
thou 


= — Ele — — ” — by 


| 


Go therefore , half this day as friend with fn20d 
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Made vocal by my ſong, and taught His pralf, 
Hail Univerſal Lord ! be bountcous ti 
To give us only good: and if the night 
Have gather'd ought of evil, or corccal'd, 
Diſperſe it, as now light diſpels the da! 
So pray'd they innocent, and to their tliow'y 
Firm peace recover'd ſoon , and wonted cal, 
On to their morning's rural work they hate, 
Among ſweet dews , and flow'rs ; where any ror BE By \ 
Of fruit-rrees, over-woody , reach'd too 0 ut 


Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands tod Let 
Fruitleſs embraces : or, they led the vine Surp! 
To wed her elm ; she ſpous'd , about hi rin 80 
Her mar11ageable arms, and with her brings All j 


Her dow'r, th' adopted cluſters, to ados 
His barren leaves. Them thus employ'd bchels 
With pity heav'n's high King, and to fine 
Raphael , the ſociable ſpirit, that deigu d 
To travel with Tobias, and ſecut'd 
His marriage with the ſeven-rimes ved 
Raphar! , ſaid He, thou kcar*it what iti cn 
Satan, from hell ſcap'd through the darko: 
Kath rais'd in Paradiſe, and how diiturb'd 
This night the human pair, how be detiyn; 
In them at once to tuin all mankind : 
Converſe with Alam, in what bow'r or Sad 
Thou find'ſt him, from the heat of noon tete 
To reſpit his day-labor with repaſt , 
Or with repoſe ; and ſuch diſcourſe bring on; 


As may adviſe him of his happy ſtare , 
E Happineſs in his pow'r left free to will, 
lest to his own free will; his will, though free, 
Yet mutable : whence warn him to beware | 
Ke ſrerve not, too ſecure, Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom; what enemy, 
Late fall'n himſelf from heav'n, 1s plotting now 
The fall of others from like ſtare of bliſs : 
or WF By violence? no: for that shall be withſtood ; 
dit by deceit , and lies: this let him Know , 
It wilfully tranſgreſſing, he pretend 
Surpriſal, un- admonish'd, un- fore warn'd. 
So ſpake th' Eternal Father, and fulfill'd 
All juſtice: nor delay'd the winged ſaint, 
Aſter his charge receiv'd; but from among 
Thonſand cœleſtial Ardors , where he ſtood 
F:11'd with his gorgeous wings, up ſpringing light, 
Flew thro? the midſt of heav'n: th' Angelic Choirs, 
Dn each hand parting, to his ſpecd gave way | 
rough all th? empyreal road; till at the gate 
Df heav'n arriv'd, the gate ſelf- open'd wide, 
Wn golden hinges turning; as by work | 
Nine, the ſov'reign architect had fram'd. 
dom hence (no cloud, or, to obſtruct his ſight; 
Mr interpos'd, ) however ſmall. he ſecs | 
Not unconform to other shining globes ) 
th, and the gard'n of God , with cedars crown'd 
Move all hills, As when by night the glaſs ü 
M Galileo, leſs aſſur'd, obſerves | 
ugin'd lands, and regions, in the moon: 
Tome I % 
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Or pilot, from amidſt the Cyclades , 

Delos, or Samos, firſt appearing kens 

A cloudy ſpot. Down thither prone in flight 
Ile ſpeeds, and through the vaſt etherea! 

Sails between worlds and worlds: with ſtedd +/+ 


» 


No on the polar winds; then, with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air: till within ſoar ? 
Of tow ring eagles, t'all the fowls he ſeems 0 
A phæœnix, gaz'd by all, as that ſole | 0 
When to inshrine his reliques in the fun n's E 
Belght temple, to Egyptian Thebes he Hiss, 
Ar once ca th' eaſtern cliff of paradiſe 4 
ile lights, and to his proper shape returns, I 
Sgraph wing'd +: fix wings he wore, to shad. T; 
His 1::aments divine; the pair that cl14 (0 


Zach sRculder broad, came mantling o'cr [115 bie 
With regal ornament : the middle pair 
Girt like a ſtarry zone his waiſt , and row! 
„kirted his loins, and thighs , with downy - y \ 
And colors dip'd in heay'n : the third, his d 
2 idow'd from either heel with feather'd ma: 
„Ky⸗tinctur'd grain! Like Maia's fon he tod, 
And shock his plumes , that heav'nly ag: 
Ald 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the band: 
Of Angels under watch ; and to his ſtate, 
And to his meſlage dich „in honor riſ: ; 
For on ſome meſſage high they gueſs'd him bound 
Their glitt'ring rents he paſs'd, and now 15 con 
Into the bliſsful field, through groves of 17s 
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4nd flow'ring odors, caſſia, nard, and balm, 

A wilderneſs of ſweets ! for Nature here 

Wanton'd, as in her prime, and plaid at will 

Her virgin-fancies , pouring forth more ſweet , 

Vild above rule, or art, enormous bliſs ! 

Him through the ſpicy foreſt onward come 

Al:m diſcern'd, as in the door he ſat 

Of is cool bow'r; while now che mounted ſun 

or down dire& his fervid rays, to warm 

F:rth's inmoſt womb , ( more warmth than Adam 

needs ) 

And Eve within, due at her hour, prepar'd 

For dinner ſavoury fruits, of taſte to plcaſe 

True appetite, and not diſrelish thirſt 

0/ nectarous draughts betvcen, from milky ſtream, 

Lcrry , or grape; to whom thus Adam call'd. 
Haite hither Eve / and worth thy fight behold 

Falward among thoſe trees, what glorious shap 

Comes this way moving; ſeems another morn 

I.1sn on mid-noon; ſome great beheſt from heav'n 

T LIE naps he brings, and will vouchſafe 

1 s day to be our gueſt, But go with ſpeed, 


Land, 


ud what thy ſtores contain, bring forth, and pout 


Abundance, fit to honor and receive 

Cut heav'nly ſtranger: well we may afford 

Our givers their own gifts, and large beſtow 
Tom large beſtow'd , where nature multiplies 


F fertil growth , and by diſburd'ning grows 


More fruitful, which inſtructs us not to ſpate. 


aom thus Eye. Adam ! carth's hallo d mould, 


* - 
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Of God inſpir'd! ſmall ſtore will ſerve , where fte 

( All ſeaſons ) ripe for uſe hangs on the ſtalk; 

Save what by frugal ſtoring firmneſs gains 

To nourish, and ſuperfluous moiſt conſumes, 

But I will haſte, and from each bough , and brils, 

Each plant, and juicieſt gourd, will pluck ſuch 
choice | 

To entertain our Angel-gueſt, as he 


Beholding shall confeſs, that here on carth 
God hath diſpens'd his bounties, as in heay'n. . 
So ſaying , with diſpatchful looks in haſte 
She turns, on hoſpitable thoughts intent F 
Whar choice to chuſe for delicacy beſt ; * 
Wha: order , ſo contriv'd as not to mix J 
Taſtes , not well join'd, in- elegant,; but brin- . 
Taſte afrer Taſte, upheld with kindlieſt change: T, 
Beſtirs her then, and from cach tender fe rl 
Whatever earth, all bearing mother, yie!; 10 
In India eaſt or weſt; or middle shore 170 
In Pontus, or the Punic coaſt; or where Fe 
Alcinous reign'd; fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough, or ſmooth rind, or bearded husk or hell 4! 


She gathers; tribute large! and on the board 
Heaps with unſparing hand : for drink , the grap? 
She crushes , ( inoffenſive Muſt ! ) and mcathss 
From many a berry : and, from ſweet kernels preſs% 
She tempers dulcer crcams ; nor theſe to hold 
Wants her fit veſſels pure then, ſtrews the ground 
Witk roſe, and odors from the shrub, untun'd, 
Mean-while our primitive great fire , to meet 
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* WE His cod-like gueſt, walks forth; without more train 
Accompany'd than with his own complete 
erfections 3 in himſelf was all his ſtate: 
More ſolemn than the redious pomp that waits 
Gy On Princes , when their rich retinue long 
ca Of horſes led, and grooms beſmear'd with gold, 
Dazzlcs the crowd, and ſets them all a- gape. 
Nearer his preſence , Adam, though not aw'd, 
Yet with ſubmiſs approach, and reverence meek, 
As to a ſaperior nature, bowing low, 
Thus ſaid. Native of heav'n! (for other place , 
None can than heav'n ſuch glorious shape contain) 
Since by deſcending from the Thrones above, 
Thoſe happy places thou haſt deign'd a-while 
To want, and honor theſe, vouchſafe with us 
Ivo only, who yer by ſov'reien gift poſieſs 
Tis ſpacious ground, in yonder shady bow'r 
lo reſt ; and what the garden choiceſt bears 
To fir and raſte, ?cill tis meridian heat 
lever, and the (un more cool decline. 
Vhom thus th' Angelic Virtuc anſwer'd mild. 


eh Ain! I therefore came; nor art thou ſuch 

i Created, or ſuch place haſt here to dwell, 

gia A, may not oft invite, (though ſpirits of heav'n, ) 
hes k To viſit thee : lead on then where thy bow'r 

reſs © Oerchades; for theſe mid-hours, till cv'ning riſe , 
d | have at will.. . . So to the ſylvan Lodge 

wy They came, that like Pomona's arbor ſmil'd 5 

uu e 


Wich flow'cers deck'd, and fragrant ſmells: but 
Eve 


| * 
* 
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Undeck'd, fave with her ſelf, (more lovely, 
Than W ood-Nymph, or the faireſt Goddeſs { 
Of three, that in mount Ida naked ſtrove 

Stood de ntertain her gueſt from heav'n: vo 
She nceded , virtue- proof; no thought in{irm 
Alter'd her cheek, On whom the Angel Hail 


Beſtow'd, the holy ſalutarzon us'd 
Long after to bleit Mary, ſecond Eve. 


Hail. Mother of Mankind! whoſe ſruith i! 


Shall fill rhe world more numerous with t 


Than wich theſe various fruits the trees of ( 
Have he ap 4 this . Rais'd of gras, 


Their tablo was, and moſſy ſeats had roun 
And on her a — 4 ſquare, from tide ro fic 
All autumn pil'd ; tho” ſpring, and autur 
Danc'd hand in hand. A-winle diſcourſ. 
No fear leſt dinner cool) when thus b 
Gur author. Hcav'nly ſtravger ! pleaſe t 
tneſe bounties, which our Nourisher, { from 
All perfect good, un-meaſur'd out, de ſec 
To us for food, and for delight,) hat! 
The carth to yield: unſavoury food per 
To ſpiritual natures ; only this I know , 
That one cœleſtial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what 
( Whoſe praiſe be ever ſung ! ) ro men- 
Spiritual, may of purcſt ſpirits be four; 


No ingrate ſul food: and food alike tho!c pu": 


Inteiligential ſubſtances require, 
As doth your rational ; and both centa:r 


1 
pa 
1514 
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1 Within them ev'ry lower faculty 
Th (r ſenſe, whereby they hear, ſee, ſmell, touch, 
taſte: 
1 WE 7:7 nc concoct, digeſt, aſſimilate, 
And corporeal to incorporcal turn. 
ret nov, whatever was created, needs 
To le ſuſtain'd, and fed: of elements, 


Ihe g roſſet feeds the puter; earth the ſea; 

5 2 i . and the fea , feed air; the air, thoſe fares 
3, F:icreal; and as loweſt, ſirſt the moon; 
Vence, in her viſage round, thoſe ſports , un- 
= purg'd 


Vapors, not yet into her ſubſtance turn'd. 
Nor Coth the moon no nourishment e 
From her moiſt continent, to higher © 
Ihe fun , that light imparts to all, receives 
em all his aliwental recompenſe , 
| umid exhalations; and at cv'n 
2 he with the ocean. Though in heav'n the Trees 
te ambrofial fruit ge bear, ard vines 
Meld Nectar; though from olf the bonghs each 
morn 
We brush melliſtucus dews , and find the ground 
(0:er'd with pearly grain: yer God hath here 
varied his bounty ſo with new delights, 
As may compare with heaven; and eto tanle 
191k not I shall be nice. . . . Lo down they (at, 
and to their viands fell: nor ſeemingly 
Ihe Angel, nor in miſt, (che co: men gloſs 
U; theologians ) but with keen di patch 
N 4 
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Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 

To rranſubſtantiate : what redounds , tranſpires 

Through ſpirits with eaſe : nor wonder; it by {2 

Of ſooty coal, the empiric alchymiſt 

Can turn, or holds it poſſible to turn, 

Metals of droſſieſt ore to perfect gold, 

As from the Mine. Mcan-while at table Er: 

Miniſter'd naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleaſant liquors crown'd. O innocence 

Deſerving Paradiſc ! if ever, then, 

Then had the ſons of God excuſe t' have been 

Enamor'd at that f:ght : but, in thoſe hearts 

Love un-iib:icnous reign'd, nor jealouſie 

Was underſtood , the injur'd lover's hell. 
Thus when with meats, and drinks, they bat 

ſuffic'd, 

Not burden'd nature, ſudden mind aroſe 

In Adam, not to let th? occaſion pais ; 

Giv'n him by this great conſerence, to hugs 

Of things above this world, and of their 

Who dwcll in heav'n : whoſe excellence! 

Tranſcend his own ſo far; whoſe radiant ! : 

Divine effulgence ! whoſe high pow'r, ſo tar 

Exceeded human ; and his wary ſpeech 

Thus to th' empyreal miniſter he fram'd. 
Inhabitant with God! now know 1 sel 

Thy favor, in this honor done to man; 

Under whoſe lowly roof thou haſt vouchiai d 

To enter, and theſe carthly fruits to taſte 

Food not of Angels, yet accepted (0, 
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that more willingly thou could'ſt not ſeem 


pare ? 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
Dum “ One Almighty is, from Whom 
AI! things proceed, and up to Him return, 
If not deprav'd from good; created all 
Such to perfection, one firſt matter all, 
du'd with various forms, various degrees 
ſubſtance, and in things that live, of lite 2 
Wat more refin'd „more ſpiritous! and pure 
nearer to him plac'd , or nearer tending , 
ch in their ſeveral active ſpheres aſſign'd: 
body up to ſpirit work, in bounds 
portion'd to each kind. So, from the root 

ings lighter the green alk; from thence , the 

leaves 

bre acry ; laſt, the bright conſummare flow'r 

Wits o lorous breathes ; flow'rs, and their fruit; 
3 Mans nourishment ) by gradual ſcale ſublim'd, 
0 Þ vital ſpirits aſpire , to animal, 
5 pinrelleQual 3 give both life, and ſenſe, 

Ney, and underſtanding; whence the ſoul 

Non receives; and reaſon is her Being, 
Ieourfive , or intuitive; diſcourſe 
diteſt yours, tlie latter moſt is ours; 
Fring bur in degree , of kind the ſame. 
order not then, what God for you ſaw good 
Ircfuſe not, bur convert „ as YOU, 
Forer ſubſtance, Time may come, when men 


E 


u hcav'n's high feaſts © have fed: yet what com- 


. 
' 
| 
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With Angels may participate, and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor too light fere: 
And from theſe corporal nutriments , pers 
Your bodies may at laſt turn all to ſpirir. 
Improv'd by tract of time; and wing'd 
Ethereal, as ve; or may at choice, 
Here, or in heav'nly Paradifzs, dwell; 
If ys be ſound obedient, and retain 
Unalterably firm His love entire; 
Whoſe progeny vou are. Mean-whilz . 
Your fill what happineſs this happy 
Can comprehend, incapable of more, 

To whom the patriarch of mankine t: 
O favorable ſpirit, propitious gusſt! 
Well haſt thou taught the way that ir 
Our knowledge, and the ſcale of nature 
From centre to circumference; whereon 
In contemplarion of created things, 
By ſteps we may aſcend to God. Bur lay, 
What meant that caution join'd, i: 


2 


Obe diet? Can we want obedience ch 
To Him? or poſſibhy His love deſert 
Who form'd us from the duſt, and plac + 
Full to the utmoſt meaſure of what L's 
Human deſires can ſeek, or apprehend 
To whom the Angel. Son of hes 
Actrend ! Thar thou art happy, owe to 
That thou continu'ſt ſuch , owe to Ott» 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein £57" 
Thie was that caution giv'n thee ; | 
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Bod made thee perfect, not immutable; 
good He made thee; but to perſevere 
WW: loc it in thy pow'r; ordain'd thy will 
WG; nature free, not over-ruPd by tate 
Lextricable , or ſtri& neceſſity, 
Bur voluntary ſervice He requires, 
ot our neceſſitated; ſuch with Him 
Ends no acceptance, nor can find : for how 
Wn hearts, not free, be trv'd whether then ſervg 
illinz or no, who will but whar they muſt 
& d:ltiny, and can no other chuſe ? 
| y ſelf, and all th' angelic hoſt, that Rand 


1. 


1 of God in-thron'd, our happy ſtare 
. 


as you yours, While our obedience holds; 
er ſurety none : {reelv we ſerve, 
f: we freely love; as in our will 
2, or not, in this we itand, or fall, 
are fall'n , to diſobedience fall'n $ 
fr>n heav'n to deepeſt hell: O fall 
danat high ſtate of bliſs, into what woe ? 
thom our great progenitor. Thy words 
ative „and with more delighted ear; 
initructor ! I have heard, than when 
e ſongs by night from neighb'ring hills 
dal muſic ſend. Nor knew I not 
be both will, and deed, created free: 
t, that we never shall forget to love 
Maker, and obey Him, whoſe comman 
zle is yer ſo juſt, my conſtant thoughts 
Wy me, and ſtill aſſure; though » hat thou 
tell'ſt | 


ee — Cm CS * 
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Hath paſt in heav'n, ſome doubt within me more. 
But more deſire to hear (if thou conſent | 
The full relation: which muſt needs be ſtrange, 
Worthy of ſacred filence to be heard: 
And we have yet large day ; for, ſcarce the ſun 
Hath anish'd half his journey, and ſcarce b-gin; 
His other half in the great zone of heay'n, 
Thus Alam made requeſt ; and Raphael, 
After short pauſe aſſenting, thus began. 
High matter thou enjoin'ſt me, O prime of mer 
Sad task, and hard! For how shall Irelate Ur 
T human ſenſe th' inviſible exploits fc 
Ct warring ſpirits 2 How , without remorſe, * 
Ibe ruin of ſo many, glorious once, 
And perſe&, while they ſtood ? how , laſt . ur 
The ſecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal? Yer, for thy good, 
This is diſpens'd : and w..at ſutmounts the teach 
Of human ſenſe, 1 chall declincate fo, 
By lik'ning ſpicirual to corporcal forms, 
As may expreſs them beſt : though, what f car 
Be but the shadow of heavin; and things“ 
Each t' other like, more than on dati $10! 
As yet this world was not, and CHs vi 
Reign'd where theſe heav'ns now 10 v1, where cit 
now reſts 
Upon her ccntre pois'd ; when on 1 day 
(For time, though in eternity, apyly'd 
To motion, meaſures all things drag 
By preſent, paſt, and ſuture ) on ſuch d 
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A; leav'ns great year brings forth, th* empyreal 
" hoſt 

Of Angels, by imperial ſummons call'd, 
brumcrable before th? Almighty's throne 

Porthwith, from all the ends of heav'n appear'd 
Prdcr their hierarchs in orders bright: 

Nen thouſand thouſand enfiens high advanc'd, 
Lundards, and gonfalons , *rwixt van, and rear) 
Nream in the air, and for diſtinction ſerve 

Df Hlicrarchies, of Orders, and Degrees: 

Or in their glittering tiſſues bear imblaz'd 

cl; memorials, acts of zeal, and love, 

Wecord:d eminent. Thus when in orbs 

W ciccuit in-expreſſible they ſtood , 

W within orb, the Father Infinite, 

hom in bliſs imboſom'd ſat the Son, 

delt (as from a flaming mount, whoſe top 

N cneſs had made inviſible ) thus ſpake. 

Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light, 

Wores, Dominations , Princedoms , Virtues ; 
Pow'rs ! 

* My decree , which unrevok'd shall ſtand. 

Ws Gay have begot whom I declare 

W only Son, and on this holy hill 

@ have anointed , whom ye now behold 

ay richt hand; your Head I Him appoint 2: 
by My Self have ſworn , to Him shall bow 
Wikies in heav'n, and shall confeſs Him Lord. 
ler His great Vicc-gerent reign abide 

Red, a3 one individual ſoul , 


"an 
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For ever happy : Him who diſobeys , 
Me diſobeys , breaks union, and that day 
Caſt out from God, and bleſſed viſion , falle 
Into utter darkneſs , deep in-gulf*d , his place 
Ordain'd without redemption , without end. 
So ſpake th' Omniporent , and with His wort; 
All ſcem'd well pleas'd ; all ſeem'd, but were 18 
all. 
That day, as other ſolemn days, they ſpent 
In ſong, and dance, about the ſacred hill; 
Myitical dance! (which yonder ſtarry ſphere 
Of Planets, and of Fix'd, in all ker wheels 
Reſembles nearcit 3 mazes intricate , 
Eccentcic , intervoly'd, yer regular, 
Then moſt , when moſt icregular they ſeem 9 
And in their motions harmony divine 
So ſmooths her charming tones, chat Cod ond 
Liſtens delighted. Ev'ning now appro: 
(For ve have alſo our ev'ning, and our mon; 
We ours for change delectable , not need 
Forthwith from dance ro ſweet rept whe 
Deſirous: all in circles as they food, 
Tables are ſet, and on a ſudden pil'd ſcare 
With Angels food, and rubied Necar here ; 


In pcarl , in diamond, and maſſy gold; 


by ww» a 


* 


n ” 


Fruit of delic ous vines, the growth of 1cav 
On flowers repos'd, and with rich flow'rets cov 
They cat, they drink, and in communion ſve 
Quaff immortality , and joy, ( ſecure 87 
Of ſurfeit, chere full meaſure only bonnes 


* - 
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FE ceſs) before th' all- bounteous King, who showr'd 

Vit copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 

Rechen ambroſial night , with clouds exhal'd 

achat high mount of God, whence light and 
shade 

ag both , the face of brighreſt heav'n had 
chang'd 

o etateful twilight; ( for night comes not there 

b darker veil ) and roſeate dews diſpos'd 

but th? unſleeping eyes of God to reſt; 

Die over all the plain, and wider far 

in all this globoſe earth in plain our-ſpread, 

lach are the courts of God!) tht angelic throng 


us'd in bands, and files, their camp extend 


ing fireams , among rhe trees of life, 
1015 numberleſs! and ſudden rear'd, 


tal tabernacles , where they ſlept 


Ned with cool winds ; ſave thoſe who, in their 
courſe , 


2uous hymns about the ſov'reign throne 
beate all night long. But, not ſo wak'd 
Þn:( fo call him now; his former name 


dard no more in heaven) He of the firſt, 


1 t the firſt Arch-Angel, great in pow'r, 
Por, and pre-eminence; yet fraught 

n againſt the Son of God, that day 

entre his great Father, and proclaim'd 


Lund anointed , could not bear 
bade that fight, and throught himſelf im- 


Val d. 
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Deep malice thence conceiving, and diſdain , 
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour, 
Friendlieſt ro fleep , and ſilence, he reſoly'! 
With all his legions to diſlodge, and cave 
Un-worship'd, oun-bey'd , the throne ſuptene, 
Contemptuous; and his next ſubordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in ſecret ſpake, 
Sleep'ſt thou, companion dear! what ſleep a 
cloſe 
Thy eye--lids, and remember'ſt what decree 
Of yelterday , ſo late hath paſs'd the lips 
Of heav'n's Almighty ? Thou to me thy thought 
Waſt wont, 1 mine to thee was wont t impart: 
Both waking we were one; how then can nov 
Thy fleep diſſent? New laws thou ſecſt irp0s't 
New laws from Him who reigns, new minds n 
raiſe 
In us who ſerve ; new counſels ; to debate 
What doubrful may enſue : more in this place Witt: 
To utter is not ſafe . . . . Aſſemble thou Id 
Of all thoſe myriads which we lead tlc chief: H 
Tell them that by command, e'er yet dim nigh! 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws, ] am to hate ene 


— 5 ww 


Kod] 


(And all who under me their banners are) b 
Homeward , with flying march, where ve pou . (i 
The quarters of the north; there to prepare von 
Fir entertaine ment to receive our King. Full 
The great Meſſiah , and his new command; "ly 
Who ſpeedily through all the hicrarchies Our 


Antends to paſs triumphant , and give lars £ N 
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18 ſpake the falſe Arch-Angel, and infus'd 


W. influence into th' unwary breaſt 

D his aſlociate: he together calls, 

D (:vcral one by one, the regent Pow'rs, 

Tender him regent ) tells, as he was taught, 

it the Moſt High commanding , now e'er night, 
Wo c'cr dim night had diſ-incumber'd heav'n, | 
Pe great hierarchal ſtandard was to move: 

ells the ſuggeſted cauſe, and caſts between 
In:icuous words, and jealouſies; to ſound > 
rant integrity: bur all obey'd | 
ont d ügnal, and ſuperior voice 

Ff their great Potentate : ( for great indeed 

s name , and high was his degree in heav'n : 
count'nance, as the morning-ſtar that guides 

c ſtarry lock , allur'd them; and with lies 

er after him the third part of heav'n's hoſt. 
Nan while th? Eternal Eye, whoſe fight diſcerns 
ltruſeſt thoughts, from forth His holy mount, 
from within the golden lamps that burn ; 
atly before Him, ſaw , without their light, 


CY 


\ mee ellion riſing; ſaw , in whom, how ſpread 
alle Ning the Sons of Morn, what multitudes 
e) WE banded to oppoſe His high decree 

le poles fniling , ro His only Son thus ſaid. 

arr n! Thou in whom My glory I behold 


fall reſplendence , Heir of all My might ! 

arly it now concerns Us to be ſure. 

our Omniporence ; and with what arms 

R mean to hold, what antienly We. claim 
Tome I. 4 
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Of Deity , or empire : ſuch a ſoe 


Is rifing , who intends t' erect his throne 
Equal to Ours , throughout the ſpacious non, 4 
Nor ſo content, hath in his thought ro try | 
In battel , what Our pow'r is, or Our kigüt. * 
Let Us adviſe, and to this hazard draw F, 
With ſpeed what force is left, and all eploß Ti 
In our defenſe : leſt unawares we loſe 7 
This Our high place, Our ſancdtuary, Our hl. 
To whom the Son, with calm aſpect, and cha 1 


(Light'ning divine, in-effable, ſerene 
Made anſwer. Mighty Father! Thou Tiy s 120 
Juſtly haſt in . and ſecure The 
Laugh'ſt at their vain deſigns, and tumults yan; 4 
Matter to Me of 1157 Whom their bang 
Uluſtrates, when they ſec all regal pow'r 
Giy'n Me to quell their pride; and in even! 
Know whether I be dexr'rous ro ſubdue 
Thy rebels, or be ſound the worſt in heav'n. 
So ſpzke the Son: but Satan, with his Pon 
Far was advanc'd on winged ſpeed ; an hot 
Innumerable ! as the ſtars of night, 
Or ( ſtars of morning] dew-drops , which the ful 
Impeails ! on every leaf, and ev'ry How. 
Regions they paſs'd, and mighty regenci-3 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and T!rons, 
In their triple degrees: (regions, to which 
Hl thy dominion, Adam, is no more, 
Than hat this garden ie to all the carth, 
And ali the ſea from one entire globe 
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errerchd into longirude ; ) which having paſs'd > 
|-noth into the limits of the north 
came; and Satan to his roval ſeat 
Hieb on a hill, far blazing (as a mount 
R:is'd on a mount) with pyramids, and row'rsg 
F.on diamond quarries hew'n , and rocks of gold, 
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7 The Palace of great Lucifer; ( ſo call 
hat ſtructure, in the dialect of men 
l I-terprered ) which not long after he, 


ing all equality with God, 

Ir {nication of that mount whereon 

Weick was declar'd in fight of heav'n, 

The Mountain of the Congregation call'd : 

Por thither he af embled all his train; 

gretending ſo commanded, to confulr 

Wbour the great reception of their King, 

Ticker to come: and with calum nious art 

f counterfeited truth thus held their ears. 

Jarones, Dominations, Prince doms; Virtues, 
Pov'rs! | 

W:heſe magnific titles yer remain, 

et merely titular! ſince by decree 

other now hath to Himſelf ingroſs'd 

I pow'r, and us eclips'd, under the name 
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ing anointed : for Whom all this hal 


23» U! aldnight-march 5 ard hurry?s mee ding here 3 
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uh whar may be devis'd of honor: new, 
Neue Him, coming to reccive Hem vg 
$*-tribure \ yer un- paid: proſtration vile. 
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Too much to One! but double, how indurd' 


To One, and to His image now proclaim'd! T 
But, what if bettet connſels might erect T/ 
Our minds, and teach us to caſt off this poke! y 
Will ye ſubmit your necks, and chuſe to bend Sh: 
The ſupple knee? Ye will not, if 1 truſt Co: 
To know ye right; or if ye know your ſelves Fla 
Natives, and ſons of heav'n; poſſeſt before fr 
By none; and if not cqual all, yet free, On: 
Equally free : for orders, and degrees , e 
Jar not with liberty, but well conſiſt, . 
Who can in reaſon then, or right, aſſume Pee 


Monarchy over ſuch as live by right 

His equals? if in pow'r and ſplendor leſs, 

In freedom equal. Or, can introduce 

Law and edict on us, who without law 

Err not? Much leſs, for This to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration, to th' abuſe po n 
Of thoſe imperial titles, which aſſert 
Our being ordain'd to govern, not to ſer e 

Thus far his bold diſcourſe withour controul AR © 
Had audience; when among the Seraphim , 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zcal ador'd 
The Deity , and divine commands obe d) 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal ſevere, 
The current of his ſury thus oppos'd. 

O argument blaſphemous , falfe , and proud! 
Words! which no ear ever to hear in heavn 
Expected, leaſt of all from Thee, ingrate ! on“ 
In place thy ſelf ſo high above thy peers. 
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Qt thou with impious obloquy condemn 

hc juſt decree of God, pronounc'd, and ſworn : 

Hat co his only Son, by right indu'd 

With regal ſceptre , every ſoul in heav'n 

Fall bend the knee, and in that honor due 

Confeſs him rightful King? Unjuſt, thou ſay'ſt, 

Flatly unjuſt, to bind with laws the free, | 

Id, equal over equals, to let reign 

One over all, with unſucceeded pow. 

elt Thou give law to God? shalt Thou diſpute 

Vith Him the points of liberty, who made 

fc what thou art? and form'd the Pow'rs of 
heav'n 

ich as He pleas*d, and circumſcrib'd their Being? 

ſet, by experience taught, we know how good, 

Ind of our good, and of our dignity : 

joy provident He is; how far from thought 

Wo make us leſs ; bent rather to exalt 

ir happy ſtate , under one Head more near 

ted. . . But, to grant it thee unjuit , 

Wat equal over equals monarch reign : 

Wy (elf though great and glorious ) doſt thou 

count , 

all Angelic Nature join'd in one, 

hal to Him begotten Son? By Whom, 

His Word, the mighty Father made 

things, ev'n Thee, and all the ſpirits of heay*ng 

bim created in their bright degrees: | 

dun'd them with glory, and to their glory nam'd 

Monts, Dominations , Princedoms , Virtues » 

Pow'rs; 5 
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Eſſential Pow'rs! nor by his reign ob ſc), 
But more illuſtrious made; ſince He the Had 
One of our Number thus reduc'd becomes; 
His laws our laws ; all honor to Him done 


Returns our own. .. Ceaſe then this impions e 


And tempr not theſe ; bur haſten to appcaſ 
Th' incenſed Father, and th' incenſed Son, 
While pardon may be found, in time beſongbt. 
So ſpake the fervent Angel : but his zeal 
None ſeconded, as out of ſeaſon j1d>d , 
Or ſingular, and rasb: wherear rcjoic't 
Th” apoſtate , and more haughty thus r: 
That we were form'd then, ſay'ſt thou! aid: 
work 
Of ſecondary hands, by task transfer d 
From Father to His Son? Strange point , ger 
Doctrine which we would know whenuce bean 
who ſaw 
When this creation was * Remember Ten 
Thy making, while the Maker gave tice be! 
We know no time when Fe were nc: 
Know none before us; ſelf-begot, . 
By our own quick'ning pow'r , when 
Had circled his full orb, the birth mats 
Of this our native heav'n, ethereal 1- 
Our puiſlance is our own , our ov? 7: 
Shall teach us higheſt deeds, by provi te 
Who is our equal: then! thou shalt ehe 
Whether by ſupplication we intend 
Addreſs, and to begud rt Almighty t1zu%s 
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eſeeching, or beſieging. This report, 
heſe tidings, carry to th' anointed King; 
And fly, e'er evil intercept thy flight ! 
He ſaid, and, as the ſound of waters deep , 

Hoarſe murmur echo'd to his words applauſe , 
- Fhcouch the infinite hoſt : nor leſs for that 
Th: flaming Seraph fearleſs , though alone 
Icompaſs'd round with foes , thus anſwer'd bold. 

O alienate from God, O ſpirit accurſt , 
Forſaken of all good! 1 ſee thy fall 
D:ccrmin'd,, and thy hapleſs crew involv'd 
Þ this perfidious fraud, contagion ſpread 
Both of thy crime, and punishment. Hence forth 
V more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
di God's Meſſiah : thoſe indulgent laws 
Jill not be now vouchſaf d; other decrees 

gunſt thee are gone forth, without recall. 

let golden ſceptre which thou didſt reject, 
now an iron rod, to bruiſe, and break 
„dcobedience. Well thou didſt adviſe; 
ot for thy advice, or threats, 1 fly 
fee wicked rents devoted; leſt the wrath 
pendent, raging into ſudden flame 
Uinguish not? for ſoon expect to feel 

thunder on thy head, devouring fire ! 
6 pn | who created thee lamenting learn, 
hen Tho can un-create thee thou :halr nov 
o ſpake the Seraph Abdie! , faithful found 
nz the faithleſs, faithſul only be: 
Feng 1anumerable falſe, un-mov'd, 
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Un- shaken, un- ſeduc'd, un-terrify'd , 

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal, 
Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
To ſwerve from truth, or change his conſtant min! 
Though ſingle. From amidſt them forth he pas, 
Long way through hoſtile ſcorn ; which he ſuſtzin'l 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd ouzhrt : 
And, with retorted ſcorn, his back he turn'd 
On thoſe proud tow'rs, to ſwift deſtruction doon'! 


Ty 


The end of the fifch Book, 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Raphael continues to relate how Michael and 
Gabriel were ſent forth to battel againſt 
| Satan and his Angels. The firſt fight deſ- 
| crib'd : Satan and his Powers retire under 
| night : he calls a council, invents devi- 
lich engines, which in the ſecond day's 
| fight pur Michael and his Angels to ſome 
| 255 

| mountains , overwhelm'd both the force and 
| machines of Satan: yet the tumult not ſc 


er; but they at length pulling up 


ending, God on the third day ſends Met 
hah His Son, for whom He had reſerv' 
? glory of that victory: He in the powei 

is Father coming to the place , and 
Tons J. P 


— -H 


; ia 


156 PARADISE Los r. Book VI. 
cauſing all His 5 * to ſtand ſtill o 


either fide , with His chariot and thunde 


driving into the midſt of His enemies , ur. 

2s them, unable to reſiſt , towards the 
wall of heaven; which opening, they lay 
down with horror and confuſion into tha 
place of punishment prepared jor them in 
the 2 Meſſiad returns with rium? 
zo His 


ather. 
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4 A LL night the dread-leſs Angel, un- purſu'd, 

ro heav'n's wide champain held his way; till 

: Morn , 

EW ak'd by the circling Hours , with roſy hand 

Wn-bacc'd the gates of light. There is a cave 

Within the mount of God, falt by His throne 

Where light , and darkneſs, in perpetual round 

Lodge, and diſ-lodge, by turns; which makes thro“ 

heav'n f 

ECrareful viciſſitude, like day, and night: 

Light iſſues forth, and at the other door 

Dbſcquious darkneſs enters, till her hour 

Jo veil the heav'n, (tho' darkneſs there might 

well 

gem twilight here) and now vent forth the Morn, 

uch as in higheſt heav'n, array'd in gold 

Enpyreal ; from before her vanish'd night, 

Hot thro? with orient beams: when all the plain [1 

over'd with thick imbattled ſquadrons bright, 1 

luriots, and flaming arms, and fiery ſtecds, þ | 

Wcfictting blaze on blaze, firſt met his view. 

F : he perceiv'd, war in procinct; and found 

Wlicady known , what he for news had thought | 

Þ have reported: gladly then he mix'd | 
dong thoſe friendly Pow'rs, who him recciv'd 4 

Vn joy, and acclamations loud, that One, | ö 

ut of ſo many myriads ſall'n, yet One 

um d, not loſt. On to the ſacred hill 11 

of 11 
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They led him high applauded, and preſent 
Before the ſeat ſupteme; from whence a voice; 


From midſt a golden cloud, thus mild was heard, 
Servant of God, well done: well batt thou foughs 
The berrer fight , who ſingle haſt mainrain'd, 
Againſt revolted multitudes, the cauſe | x 
Of truth, in word mighrier than they in arms ; 1 
And for the teſtimony of truth haſt born 5 
Univerſal reproach ; far worſe to bear 1. 
Than violence : for this was all thy care =P 
To ſtand approv'd in fight of God, tho' worl!; Ho 
Judg'd thee perverſe. The eafier conqueſt nos * 
Remains thee, aided by this hoſt of friends, ”» 


Back on thy foes more glorious to return , 
Than ſcorn'd thou didſt depart ; and to ſubdue 
By force, who reaſon for their law refule , 
Right reaſon for their law; and for their king 
Meſſiah , who by right of merit reigns. 
Go, Michael of celeſtial armies Prince; 
And thou, in military proweſs next, 
Gabriel / lead forth ro battel theſe my ſons 
Invincible; lcad forth thy armed Saints, 
By thouſands , and by millions, rang'd for felt 
Equal in number to that Godleſs crew, 
Rebellious: them with fire, and hoſtile arme, 
Fearleſs aſſault; and to the brow of heav'n 
Purſuing , drive them out from God , and bliſs, 
Into their place of punishment , the gulph 
Of Tartarus ; which ready opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall, 
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So ſpake the Sovereign Voice, and clouds began 
©, darken all the hill, and ſmoke to rowl 

Ind dusky wreathes reluctant flames; the ſign » 
I Of wrath awak'd ! Nor with leſs dread the loud 

FFchercal trumpet from on high *gan blow: 

At which command, the Powers militant 
That ſtood for heav'n, (in mighty quadrate join'd 
Of union irreſiſtible > mov'd on 
In lence their bright legions, to the ſound 
Of inſtrumental harmony, that brearh'd 
Heroic ardor to advent'rous deeds , 
Vader their God- like Leaders, in the cauſe 
Jof God, and His Meſſiah. On they move 
hiifolubly firm; nor obvious hill, 
Nor ſtrait'ning vale, nor wood, nor ſtream divides 
FThcic perfect ranks : for, high above the ground 

5 Thcir march was, and the paſſive ait up-bore 
Their nimble tread: as when the total kind 
Df birds, in orderly array on wing , 
Time ſummon'd over Eden, to receive 
Heir names of thee : ſo, over many a tract 
W* beav'n they march'd, and many a province wide, 
Wenfold the length of this terrene. Ar laſt, 
War in th' horizon to the north appear'd 
Vom skirt to skirt a fiery reg ion, ſtretch'd 
battailous aſpect, and nearer view 
Wiltled with upright beams innumerable 
If rigid pears, and helmets rhrong'd , and shields 
uious, with boaſtful argument portraid, 
kc banded Pow'rs of Satan , haſting on 
P 3 


1 
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With ſutious expedition : for they ween'd 
Thar ſclf-ſame day, by fight, or by ſurprize, 
To win the mount of God; and on His throne 
To.ſcr the cnvier of His ſtate , the proud 
Aſpirer: but their thoughts prov'd ford, and vin, 
In the mid-way, Through ſtrange to us it ſcem'! 
Ar firſt, that Angel should with Angel war, 
And in fierce hoſting mect ; who wont ro mcet 
So oft in feſtivals of joy, and love 
Unanimous , as ſons of one Great Sire, 
Hymning th' Eternal Father: but, the shout 
Of battel now began, and rushing ſound 
Of on- ſet, ended ſoon each milder thought. 
Fligh in the midſt, exalted as a God, 
Th' apoſtate in kis ſan-bright chanor fat , 
Idol of majeſty divine! inclos'd 
With flaming Cherubim, and golden sluclds: 
Ihen, lighted from his gorgeous throne, (tor tot 
*T'wixt hoſt and hoſt but narrow ſpace was leit; 
A dreadful interval! and, front to tront 
Pre ſented, ſtood in tertible ariay , 
Of hideous length) before the cloudy van, 
On the rough edge of battel c'er it join d, 
Satan, with vaſt and haughty ſtrides advarc'd, 
Came tow'ring , arm'd in adamant , and gold: 
Abdiel that ſight indur'd not, where he flood 
Among tke mightieſt, bent on higheſt decds; 
And thus his own undaunted hcart explores. 

O heav'n! that ſuch reſemblance of rhe High 
Should yer remain; where faith, and realty » 
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might, 
Mere fail, where virtue fails; or weakeſt prove, 
Where boldeſt 2 Though ro fight unconquerable , 
„ paiſſance ( truſting in th? Almighty's aid!) 
. I mean to try; whoſe reaſon 1 have try'd, 
vnſound, and falſe : nor js it ought but juſt, 
That he who in debate of truth hath won, 
Would win in arms; in both diſputes alike 
Vaor: though brutish that conteſt, and foul , 
Wicn reaſon hath to deal with force: yer ſo 
Mo! reaſon is that reaſon overcome. 
So pondering , and from his armed Peers 
Forth-ſtzpping oppoſite, half way he mer 
i dating foe, at this prevention more 
I:cens'd, and thus ſecurely him defy'd. 
Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have 
| reach'd 
) he height of thy aſpiring un-oppos'd , 
The throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
Aandon'd, at the terror of thy pow'r , 
Vr potent tongue: fool! not to think how vain 
Nraiaſt th' Omnipotent to riſe in arms: | 
Mao out of ſmalleſt things, could, withour end, 
Wie rais'd inceſſant armies, to defeat 
y folly z or with ſolitary hand, 
Meaching beyond all limit, at one blow, 
Wi-21d:d , could have finich'd thee , and whelm'd 
Thy legions under darkneſs ; but, thou ſeeſt 
All are not of thy train; there be, who faith 
P 4 
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Prefer, and piety to God; though then 
To thee not viſible , when I alone 
$cem'd in thy world erroneous to diſſent 
From all: my Se& thou ſeeſt; now learn too late 
How fcw ſometimes may know, when thouſandy 2 
err. 
Whom the grand foe , with ſcornful eye askante. Wiſh, | 
Thus anſwer'd. III for thee , but in wish'd hou WM 
Of my revenge, firſt ſought for, thou recurn'l 
From flight, ſeditious Angel ! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the firſt aſſay 
Of this right hand provok'd, ſince firſt that tongue; 
Inſpir'd with contradiction , durſt oppoſe 
A third part of the Gods, in ſynod met 
Their Deities t'aſſert: who, while they feel 
Vigor divine within them , can allow 
Omniporence to none. But, well thou com'ſt 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 
From me ſome plume; that thy ſacceſs may sbor 
Deſtrn&ion to the reſt : this pauſe between, 
( Un-anſwer'd leſt thou boaſt ) to let the: knor, 
At firſt I thought that liberty, and heav'n, 
To heav*nly ſouls had been all one; but now 
I ſee that molt through ſloth had rather e 
Miniſtring ſpirits, train'd up in feaſt, and ſony: 
Such haſt thou arm'd, the minſtrelſy of heav'n, 
Servility with freedom to contend , 
both their deeds compar'd this day shall proves 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern reply's 
Apaſtare } ſtill chou exx'ſt, nor end wilt kn 
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Prerring , from the path of truth remote: 
juſtly thou deprav'ſt it with the name 
Df Serritude, to ſerve whom God ordains, 
r Nature; God, and Nature, bid the ſame, 
ien he who rules is vorthieſt, and excels 
em whom he governs. This is ſervitude , 
Fo ſerve th' unwiſe , or him who hath rebell'd 
Ngunſt his worthier , as Thine now ſerve Thee 
y ſelf not free, but to thy ſelf inthrall'd 
Wet leudly dart our miniſtring upbraid. 
Wcien thou in hell, thy kingdom; let me ſerve 
heay'n God ever bleſt, and his divine 
heſts obey , worthieſt to be obey d! 
tchains in hell, not realms, expect: mean-while 
om me return'd , as erſt thou ſaidſt, from flight, 
lis greeting on thy 1mpious creſt receive. 
o ſaying , a noble ſtroke he lifted high, 
lich hung not, bur ſo ſwift with tempeſt fell 
| the proud creſt of Satan, that no ſight, 
motion of ſwift thought, leſs could his shield, 
i ruin intercept : ten paces huge 
back recoil'd ; the tenth, on bended knee, 
Ws maſſy ſpear up-ſtaid : as if on earth 
| nds under ground, or waters, forcing way , 

le- long bad push'd a mountain from his ſeat, 
Af ſunk with all his pines. Amazement ſeiz'd 
erebel thrones , but greater rage to ſee 
pus foil'd their Mightieſt: ours joy fill'd , and 

Shour , 
lage of victory, and fierce deſue 
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Of battel: whereat Michael bid ſound 
Th' Arch angel trumpet ; thro? the Vaſt of heren 
It ſounded , and the faithful armies rung 

Ho ſanna to the Higheſt : nor ftoofl at gaze 
The adwerſe legions, nor lefs hideous join'd 
The horiid shock. New, Now ſtorming fury roſe, 
And clamor , ſuch as heard in heav'n till now 
Was never; arins on armor clashing bray'd 
Horrible diſcord, and the madding wheels 
Of brazen chariots rag'd: dire was the noiſe 
Of conflict! over head the diſmal hiſs 

Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew ; 

And flying, vaulted either hoſt with fire, 

So, under fiery Cope together rush'd 

Bork, batrels main, with ruinous aſſault, 
And in-extingui hable rage: all heav'n 
Reſounded ; and had earth been then, all earth 
Had to her centre shook. What wonder? when be! 
Millions of fierce encountring Angels fought 
On either ſide, the leaſt of whom could witld 
Theſe elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions: how much more of pow! 
Army againſt Army, numberleſs, to rail- 
Dreadful combuſtion warring, and diſturb, 
Though not deſtroy, their happy native ſcat 
Had nor th* Eternal King Omniporent , 
From His ſtrom hold of heav'n, high over-rals 
And limited their might : though number'd ſuck 
As each divided legion might have ſeem's 

A numerous hoſt ;; in firengeh, each armed han. 
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3 legion; led in fight, yet Leader ſeem'd 


a varrior; ſingle, as in chief, expert 

ien to advance, or ſtand, or turn the ſway 

Wf batt: , open when, and when to cloſe 

e ndges of grim war: no thought of flight, 
Wore of retreat, no unbecoming deed 

bat argu'd fear: each on himſelf rely'd, 

z only in his arm the moment lay 

victory. Deeds of eternal fame 

Were done, but infinite; for wide was ſpread 

Wi: war, and various: ſometimes on frm ground, 
Vinding fight; then, ſoaring on main wing, 
mented all the air; all ait ſeem'd then | 
fitting fire. Long time in even ſcale 

e bartel hung; till Satan, ( who that day 
Þ:icious pow'r had shewn , and met in arme 
equal ) ranging through the dire attack 

behting Seraphim confus'd, at length 

where the ſword of Michael ſmote, and ſell'd 
2!rons at once; with huge two-handed ſway 
Bicih'd aloft, the horrid edge came down 

de waſting ! ſuch de ſtruction ro withſtand 
balted, and oppos'd the rocky orb 

Ften-fold adamant, bis ample shicld , 

Nat circumference ! At his approach 

great Arch-Angel from his war-like toil 
Feasd; and glad, as hoping here to end 

line war in heav'n, th? arch fo: ſubdu'd, 
Ciptive drag'd in chains, with hoſtile frown , 


(and. WE iage all inflam'd,, tuft thus began. 
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Author of evil! un-known till thy revolt 


Un-nam'd in heav'n, now plenteous, (as thou (ef! 


The ſe acts of hate ful ſtrife ; hateful to all 
Though heavieſt (by juſt meaſure) on thy ſelf, 
And thy adherents : how haſt thou diſturb'd 
Heav'n's bleſſed peace, and into nature brouglt 
Miſery, un-created 'till the crime 
Of thy rebellion! how haſt thou inſtill'd 
Thy malice into thouſands, once upright 
And faithful, now prov'd falſe ! But think not let 
To trouble holy reſt : heav*n caſts thee out 
From all her confines : heav'n, the ſeat of bliſs, 
Brooks not the works of violence, and wa, 
Hence then ! and evil go with thee along, 
Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell; 
Thou and thy wicked crew! there mingl: broils; 
E'er this avenging ſword begin thy doom; 
Or ſome more ſudden vengeance , wing's fte 
God, 

Precipitate there with augmented pain. 

So ſpake the Prince of Angels to whom thu 
The Adverſary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe, whom yet with 4-203 
Thou canſt not. Haſt thou turn'd the leaſt of the 
To flight? or if to fall, but that they riſe 
Un-vanquish'd ; eaſier ro tranſact wich me 
That thou should'ſt hope, imperious ! and v 

threats 

To chafe me hence? Err not that ſo shall end 
The ſtrife which thou call'ſt evil, but * 1015 
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e ſtrife of glory: which we mean to vin, 

WD: curn this heav'n it ſelf into the hell 

Mou fableſt 3 here, however, to dwell free, 

WE not to reign: mean- while thy utmoſt force 

Ind join Him nam'd Almighty to thy aid,) 

ay not; but have ſought thee far, and nigh. 

| They ended parle, and both addreſt for fight 

. peakable: for who, though with the tongue 
Angels, can relate ? or to what things 

Nen on earth conſpicuous, that may lift 

yman imagination to ſuch height 

If God-like pow'r? For likeſt Gods they ſeem'd, 
pod they , or mov'd; in ſtature, motion, arms, 
to decide the empire of great heav'n ! 

© wav'd their fiery ſwords, and in the air 

& horrid circles ; two broad ſuns their shields 
d oppoſite, while expectation ſtood 

horror ; from each hand with ſpeed retir'd, 

ere erſt v as thickeſt fight, th' angelic throng 3 
leſt large field, unſafe within the wind 

ſuch commotion : ſuch as (to ſer forth 

Wt things by ſmall ) if nature's concord broke, 


0; Nong the conſtellations war were ſprung , 
of the planets, ruishing from aſpect malign 
Ferceſt oppoſition, in mid-sky , 

id combat, and their jarring ſpheres confound, 
and viecher both, with next rAlmighty arm 

lifted imminent, one ſtroke they aim'd 
end tmight determine, and not need repeat , 

RE 


dot of yow'r, at once) nor odds appear's 
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In might, or ſwift prevention: but the ſword 

Of Michael, from the armory of God 

Was giv'n him temper'd ſo , that neither keen; 

Nor ſolid, might reſiſt that edge: it mer 

The ſword of Saran, with ſteep force to ſmite 
Deſcending, and in half cut sheer; nor ſtaid, 

But with ſwift wheel reverſe , deep entring shard 
All his right ſide : then Satan firſt knew pain, 7 
And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd; ſo fore C 


The griding ſword with diſcontinuous wound 4 
Paſs'd thro? him ! But th' ethereal ſubſtance clos'{ Th 
Not long diviſible; and from the gash < 
A ſtream of nectarous humour iſſuing flow'd , | D: 
Sanguin ( ſuch as celeſtial ſpirits may bleed, ) * 

li 


And all his armor ſtain'd, cer-while fo bright. 

Forthwith on all ſides to his aid was run (7: 

By Angels many, and ſtrong, who interpos'd 

Deferiſe ; while others bore him on their shields 

Back to his chariot; where it ſtood retic'd 

From off the files of war: there they him laid 
Gnasbing for anguish, and deſpite , and shame, 

To find himſelf not matchleſs, and his pride 

Humbled by ſuch rebuke , ſo far bencath 

His confidence to equal God in pow. 

Vet ſoon he heal'd ; for, ſpirits that live troupe 
| hour 

Vital in every part, (not, as frail wan, 

In entrails, heart, or head, liver , or teins) 

Cannor bur by annihilating die : 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal woynd 
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Receive no more than can the fluid air: | 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 

All intelle&, all ſenſe ; and as they j; leaſe , 

They limb themſelves, and color, shape, and ſize 

Aſſume, as likes them beſt, condenſe, or rare. 
Mcan-while in other parts like deeds de ſerv'd 

Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 

And with fierce enfigns pierc'd the deep array | 

Df Moloc , furious King! who him defy'd, 

And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 

Threaren'd, not from the Holy One of heav'n - 

Reſrain'd his tongue blaſphemous: but anon 

Dorn cloven to the waiſt, with shatter'd arms, 

And uncouth pain, fled bellowing. On each * 

Wiel, and Raphael , his vaunting foe 

mo huge , and in a rock of diamond arm'd ) 

WYanguich'd, Adramelec, and Aſmadai, 

„potent Thrones ! that to be leſs than Gods 

ind; bur meaner thoughts learn'd in their 

flight, 

Mangled with gaſtly wounds thro? plate, and mail, 

Mor ſtood unmind ful Abdiel, to annoy 

The ak, bur, with redoubled blow, 

il, and Arioc, and the violence 

Tres ſcorch'd , and blaſted, overthrew. 2 

Wl right relate of thouſands , and their names 

Nile here on earth; but thoſe elect 

Reh, contented with their fame in heav'n , 

not the praiſe of men: the other ſorr 

gat though wondrous, and in ads of war ; 
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Nor of renown leſs eager, yet by doom 
Cancel'd from heav'n, and ſacred memory, 


Nameleſs in dark oblivion let them dwell, 1 
For ſtrength from truth divided, and from jd, iy 
Illaudable, nought merits but diſpraiſe, 7 
And ignominy 3 yet to glory aſpires , * 
Vain-glorious , and through infamy ſecks fant: . 
Therefore eternal filence be their doom 


And now, their mightieſt quell'd, the batt: 
ſwerv'd , 
With many an in-rode gor'd ; deformed rout 
Enter'd , and foul diſorder : all the ground 
With shiver'd armour ſtrown , and on a heap 
Chariot, and charioteer , lay overturn'd , 
And fiery foaming ſeeds : what ſtood, recoil 
O'er-wearied , thro? the faint Satanic hoſt 
Defenſive ſcarce, or with pale fear ſurpriz'd; 
Then firſt with fear ſurpriz'd, and ſenſe cf pait 
Fled ignominious : to ſuch evil brought 
By fin of diſobedience ; till that hour, 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain, 
Far otherwiſe th' inviolable Saints, 
In cubic phalanx firm , advanc'd entire , 
Invulnerable , impenetrably arm'd : 
Such high advantages their Innocence | 
Gave them above their foes, not to have ian 
Not to have diſobey'd! in fight they food 
Un- wearied, un-obnoxious to be pain'd 
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Now night her courſe began , and over heav'n 
lucing-darkneſs , grateful truce impos'd, 

Band lence, on te odious din of war. 

Nader her cloudy covert both rerir'd ,. 

or, and vanquish'd. On the foughten field, 
Uebel, and his Angels, prevalent 


** hd 
i oats as ee 


Ferubic waving fires : on th' other part, 

u, with his rebellious , diſappear'd, 

W.: in the dark diflodg'd : and void of reſt, 

Wi: Potentates to council call'd by night; 

Wl in the midſt thus un-diſmay'd began. 

E 0! now in danger try'd, now known in arms 
to be over-power'd , companions dear! 

MM gorthy not of liberty alone, 

Moo mean pretenſe ! ) but, what we more affect, 
For, Cominion , glory, and r2nown ; 

bo have ſuſtain'd one day in doubtſul fight 

nl if one day, /why not eternal days?) 

nat heaven's Lord hath powerfulleſt to ſend 
Wiinſt us from about His throne , and judg'd: 
Wicient to ſubdue us to His will. 

proves not ſo!. .. . then fallible, ir ſeems , 
ure we may deem Him, though till now 
Naſcient thought. True is, leſs firmly arm'd , 
* diſadvantage we indur'd, and pain, 

now not known; but known, as ſoon cone 
temn'd; 

* now we find this our empyreal form 

fable of mortal injury, 

F Jome.I,. Ep 2 


camping, plac'd in guard their watches round, 
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Imperisbable; and though pierc'd with wound, 
Soon cloſing, and by native vigour heal'd. 
Of evil then ſo ſmall, as eaſy think 
The rcmedy : perhaps more valid arms, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet , 
May ſerve to better us, and worſe our foes; 
Or cqual what berween us made the odds ; 
In nature none: if other hidden cauſe 
Left them ſuperior, while we can preſerve 
Unhurt our minds, and underſtanding ſound , 
Due ſearch , and conſultation, will diſcloſe. 
He ſat-: and in th? aſſembly next upſtœod 
Niſroc, of Principalities the prime; 
As one he ſtood eſcap'd from cruel ght, 
Sore toil'd, his tiven arms to havoc hewn ; 
And, cloudy in aſpect, thus anſwering {pake, 
Dcliverer from new Lords! Leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right, as Gods ! yer hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find, 
Againſt unequal arms to fight in pain, 
Ag ainſt un pain'd, impaſſive; from which evil 
duin muſt needs enſue ! for, what avails 
Valor, or ſtrength , tho' matchleſs, qucll'd with 
pain 
Which all ſubdues , and makes remiſs the hands 
Of mightieſt? Senſe of pleaſure we may well 
Spare out of life , perhaps, and not repine? 
But live content, which is the calmeſt liſt, 
But, pain is perfect miſery , the work 
Of e vils; and exceſhve, overturns 


Book VI. PA AD TSE Los r. 137 


5 u patience. He who therefore can invent / 

Nh what more forcible we may offend 

ur yer un-wounded enemies, or arm | 

Wir ſelves with like defenſe, to me deſerves 

No lets than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto , with look compos'd , Satan reply'd. 

ot un- Seer that, which thou aright 

hn ſo main to our ſucceſs, I bring. 

Wick of us who beholds the bright ſurface 

Df this cthercous mould, whereon we ſtand; 

continent of ſpatious heav'n, adorn'd 

öbplant, fruit, flow'r ambroſial, gems , and 
gold; 

ole eye ſo ſuperficially ſurveys 

ae things , as not to mind fiom whence they 
grow 

ſz under ground; marerials dark, and crude , 

; p1ritous, and fiery ſpume, till touch'd 

" heaven's ray, and remper'd, they shoot forth 

Þ 0:2uteous, op*ning to the ambient light? 

Peſe, in their dark nativity, tlie Dory 

MW yield us, preguant with inſernal flame: 

ach into hollow engins, long, and round, 

ck ramm'd, at th' other bore with touch of fire 

„ed, and infuriate, shall ſend forth 

om far, with thund' ring noiſe , among our .foes- | 

N implements of miſchief, as shall dach 

| \pleces and o'erwhelm whatever ſtands 

pe\crſe : that they shall fear we have diſarm'd U 

„ Thunderet of His only dreaded bolt, 


Q 2 {1 
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Nor long shall be our labor; yet e'er dawn, 
Effect shall end our wish. Mean-while revive ; 
Abandon fear; to ſtrength, and counſel join'4, 
Think nothing hard , much leſs ro be deſpair'd, 
He ended, and his words their drooping chex 
Inlighren'd , and their languish'd hope reviy'd, 
Th' invention all admit'd, and each, how he 
To be th' inventor miſs'd, ſo eaſy it ſeem'd 
Once found, which yet un-found moſt would har 
thought 
Impoſſible. Vet haply of thy race 
In future days (if malice should abound ) 
Some one intent on miſchief , or inſpir'd 
With dev'lish machination, might deviſe 
Like inſtrument, to plague the ſons of men 
For fin ; on war, and mutual ſlaughter , bent, 
Forthwith from Council to the work they flew, 
None arguing ſtood : innumerable hands 
Were ready ; in a moment up they turn'd 
Wide the celeſtial ſoil ; and ſaw beneath 
Th? originals of nature, in their crude 
Conception: ſulpkurous , and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and with ſubtile att, 
Concocted, and aduſtcd , they reduc'd 
o blackeſt grain, and into ſore convey'd. 
Fart, hidden veins digg'd up ( nor hath his ext 
Enrtrails unlike ) of mineral, and ſtone ; 
Whereof to ſound their-engins , and their balls 
Of miſſive ruin: part, incentive reed 
Fxovide , pernicioug with one touch to fires 


YL 
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al e'er day-ſpring , under conſcious night, 

Wecrer they finish'd, and in order ſet, : 

ich ſilent circumſpection, un-eſpy'd, 

© Now when fair morn orient in heav'n appear'd, 

y coſe the victor Angels, and to arms a 

e matin trumpet ſung : in arms they ſtood: 

Df golden panoply, refulgent hoſt ! 

Pon banded : others from the dawning hills 

ok 'd round, and ſcouts each coaſt light - armed 
ſcour , og 

Wick quarter, to deſcry the diſtant foe , 

Where lodg'd , or whither fled, or if for fight 

motion, or in halt: him ſoon they mer 

Aer ſpread enfigns moving nigh , in flow 

fm battalion ; back with ſpecdieſt ſail 

Piel, of Cherubim the ſwifteſt wing, 

te flying, and in mid-air aloud thus cry'd, 

Am, warriors , arm for fight ! the foc at hand, 

Nom fled we thought, will ſave us long purſuit. 

s day ; fear not his flight, ſo thick a cloud 

comes, and ſertled in his face I ſee 

E reſolution , and ſecure. Let each 

P :camantine coat gitd well, and each 

rell his helm, gripe faſt his orbed shield, 

vn, or high; for, this day will pour down; 

$<onje&ure ought , no drizling show'r , 

$ 'atling ſtorm of arrows barb'd with fire. 

V vatn'd he them, aware themſelves ; and ſoon. 

Pier, quit of all impediment, 

alt, vithour diſturb , they took alarm; 
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And onward move embattell'd: when behold!“ 
Not diſtant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching groſs, and huge; in holloy cube 
Training his devilisb enginry, im-pal'd 
On ev'ry ſide with shadowing ſquadrons deep, 
Tho hide the fraud. At interview both ſtood 
A-while ; but ſuddenly ar head appear'd 
Satan; and thus was heard commanding loud, 
f Var-guard ! to right, and lefr , the Font un 
fold ; 
That all may fee, who hate us, how we ſeck 
Peace, and compoſure ; and with open breaſt 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverſe, 
But, that I doubt: however witneſs heay'n! 
Heav'n witneſs thou anon'! while we diſcharge 
Freely our part: ye who appointed ſtand , 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound; and loud, that ail may ber 
So ſcofling in ambiguous words, he ſcatce 
Had ended; when to right, and left, the Front 
Divided, and to either flank retir'd: 
Which to our eyes diſcover'd (new, and ſtrange! 
A triple mounted row of pillars , laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars moſt they ſeen's, 
Or hollow'd bodies made of oak, or fir, 
With branches lop'd, in wood or mountain fell 
Braſs, iron, ſtory mold; had not their months 
Wich hideous orifice gap'd on us wide , 
Portending hollow truce : at each beliind 
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getaph ſtood, and in his hand a reed 

20d waving tip'd with fire; while we ſuſpenſe, 
llc&ed ſtood within our thoughts amus'd: 

long! for ſudden all at once their reeds 

t forth, and to a narrow vent apply'd 

th niceſt touch. Immcdiare in a flame, 

Put ſoon obſcur'd with ſmoke ) all heav'n ap- 
|F peards 

om thoſe deep - throated engins belch'd , whoſe 
roar 

bovel'd with outragious noiſe the air, 

d all ker enttails tore; diſgorging foul 

ic devilich glur , chain'd rhunder - bolts , and 
hail 

on globes, which on the vigor hoſt 

1d, with ſuch impetuous fury ſmote, 


ſtend, 

ben eb ſtanding elſe as rocks; but down they fell 
nouſands, Angel on Arch- Angel rowl'd 3 
loner ſor their arms; unarm'd they might 

e ealily , as ſpirits, evaded ſwiir 

wick conttaction, or remove : ) but row 
LGſpation follow'd, and forc'd rout 5 

emed, ſery'd it to relax their ſertied files. 

 hould they do? if on they tush'd, repulſe 
Naed, and indecent overthrow 

ed, would render them yet more deſyis'd , 
to their foes a laughter, ſor in view, 
Crank'd'of Seraphim another zo, 


hom they hit, none on their feet might 
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In poſture to diſplode their " oP Tire 
Of thunder : back defeated to return 
They worſe abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight, 
And to his mates thus in deriſion call'd, 
O friends why come not on theſe victors proud? 
E'er while they fierce were coming, and when ve, 
To entertain them fair with open front, 
And breaſt, (what could we more?) propoundel 
rerms 
Of compoſition, ſtrait they chang'd their minds, 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagaries fell, 
As they would dance: yet for a dance they (cen! 
Somewhat extravagant , and wild : perhaps 
For joy of offer'd peace: but I ſuppoſe, 
If our propoſals once again were hcard , 
We should compel them to a quick reſult. 
To whom thus Belial, in like gameſome mood: 
Leader! the terms we ſent were terms of weight 
Of hard contents, and full of force , urg'd home 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 
And ſtumbled many : who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well underſtand; 
Not underſtood, this gift they have beſides, 
They shew us when our focs walk nor uprights 
So they among themſelves in pleaſant vein bane 
Stood ſcoffing , heighten'd in their thong er 


beyond 
All doubt of victory: Eternal Might o th 
To match with their inventions they pte ſum d plac; 


So eaſy, and of His. thunder made a {con 


iq 


PL 


Book VI. PAAADTSEK LosrT. 193 


q Aud all His hoſt derided, while they ſtood 
W.vhilc in trouble: but, they ſtood nor long; 

| se prompred them at length, and found them 
| arms 

Vuinſt ſuch hellish miſchief fit t' oppoſe, 

Fonbwith 4 behold the excellence, the pow'r 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd !) 
nei arms away they threw , and to the hills 

[ For earth hath this variety from heav'n, 

Df pleaſure ſituate in hill, and dale) 

Wight as the light'ning glimpſe they ran, they 
LK flew, 

. their foundations loos' ning to and fro, 

key pluck'd the ſeared hills, with all their load, 
Ja, waters, woods , and by the shaggy tops 
Ji-lifing bore them in their hands, Amaze, 

þ ſire, and terror, ſeiz'd the rebel hoſt, 

hen coming towards them, ſo dread they ſaw 

he bottom of the mountains upward rurn'd 

ll on thoſe curſed engins' triple-row 

ſaw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
det the weight of mountains bury'd deep 
hemſelves invaded next, and on their heads 

un promontories flung , which in the air 

me shadowing , and oppreſt whole legions arm'd: 
deit armor help'd their harm, crush'd in, and 
bruis'd 

ho their ſubſtance pent, which wrought them pain 
placable, and many a dolotous groan 3 

ns ſtrugling underneath, eber they could wind 
Tome I, R 
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Out of ſuch priſon, though ſpirits of pug 
light: 

(Pureſt at firſt, now groſs by ſinning gronn ) 

The reſt, in imitation, to like arms 

Be tock them, and the neighb'ring hills up ten; 

So, hills a-mid the air en-counrer'd hills, 

Hurl'd to,; and fro, with jaculation dite; 


In, 
That under ground they fought in diſmal Shades * 
Infernal noiſe ! war ſeem'd a civil game 8. 
To this uproar ; hortid confuſion heap'd 7 


Upon confuſion roſe. And now all hcav'n 
Had gone to wreck, with ruin ovcr-ſricad, 
Had not th' Almighty Father, where He fits 
Shrin'd in His ſanctuacy of heav'n ſecure, 
Conſulting on the ſum of things , fore-ſcen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advis d: 
That His great purpoſe He might ſo fulhl, 
To honor His Anointed Son, aveng'd 
Upon His enemies, and to declare 
All pow'r on Him transferr'd :; whence to 
Son, 
( Tie Afteflor of His Throne ) He thus began 
Effulgence of My Glory, Son belov'! 
Son! in Whoſe face inviſible is bcheld 
Vilbly, what by Deity I am; 
And in Whoſe hand what by decree I do, 
Second Omnipotence ! two days are pe, 


: 


( Two deys » AS We compute the day : of hoy 
vince Michael, and his Poy'rs ; went #94 
WY | don 
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b ede diſobedient : ſore hath been their fight, 
a; likelieſt vas, when two ſuch foes met arm'd 2 
For to themſelves I left them; and Thou know'ſt, 
Wcual in their creation they were form'd, 
: W:ic vat fin hath impair'd ; which yet hath 
wrought N 
Iplenſtbly, for I ſuſpend their doom: 
WY :ncc in perpetual fight they needs muſt laſt 
$:!1:{s, and no ſolution will be found, 
Vir wcaried hath perform'd what war can do, 
Id to diſorder'd rage let looſe the rcins , 
Ti:h mountains, as with weapons, atm'd, wich 
makes 
1d xork in heav'n, and dangerous ro the main. 
Were are therefore pait, the third is Thine ; 
Thee 1 have ordain'd it; and thus far ; 
e ſuffer d, that the c may be Thine 
1 ending this great war , ſince none but Thou 
end it. Into Thee ſuch virtue, and grage 
Wincnſc, I have transfus'd, that all may now 
beay'n, and hell, Thy pow'r above compare : 
e d this perverſe commotion govern'd thus, 
1 D manifeſt Thee worthicſt to be Heir 
ill things; to be Heir, and to be King 
acred Union , Thy deſerved right. 


05 P then, Thou Mighrieſt, in Thy Father's Might! 
end My chariot, guide the rapid whecls 

hen at shake hcav'n's baſis , bring forth all My 
WY war, 


bor, and thunder; My Almighty arms 
„ 
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Gird on, and ſword upon Thy puiſſant thigh, 

Purſue theſe ſons of darkneſs ; drive them oy: 
From all heav'n's hounds , into the utter deep; 


There let them learn, as likes them, to deſyic, Wi * 
God, and Meſſiah His anointed King. Ur 
He ſaid, and on His Son with rays dire Io 
Shone full, He all His Father full expteſt, ; 
rc 


Ineffably into His face receiv'd: 
And thus the Filial Godhead anſw'ring ſpale, An 


O Father! O Supreme of heav'nly Thrones ! Da 
Firſt > Higheſt 5 Holieſt , Beſt ! Thou always ſeek't 
To glorihe Thy Son, I always Thee, The 
As is moſt juſt ; this I My glory account, Flas 
My exaltation, and My whole delight, 
That Thou in Me well - pleas'd , declar'eſt Th 7 
1 


will bh, 
Fulfill'd, which to fulfill is all My bliſs, 


Sceptre, and pow'r, Thy giving, I aſſume ; A0 
And gladlier shall reſign, when in the end *% 
Thou shalt be all in all, and I in Thee 4 i 
For ever; and in Me all whom Thou lov'ſt: * 


But whom Thou hat'ſt, I hate, and can put en 

Thy terrors, as 1 put Thy mildneſs on, 

Image of Thee in all things: and shall ſoon, 

Arm'd with Thy might, rid heav'n of thele I 
bell'd; 

To their prepar'd ill manſion driven down 

To chains of darkneſs, and th' undying worn! 

That from Thy juſt obedience could revolt; 

| Whom to obey is happineſs entire, 
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nnen shall Thy Saints un- mix'd, and from th' im- 
pure 

pit ſeparate , circling Thy holy mount 

Un-fained hal lelujahs to Thee fing , 

Hymns of high praiſe , and | among them Chief, 

do ſaid, He o'er His ſceptre bowing , roſe 

F;om the right hand of glory where He far 5 

And the thicd ſacred morn began to shine, 

Darning through heav'n. Forth rush'd with white 
wind ſound 

The chariot of Paternal Deity , 

Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel un- 
drawn, 

& ſelf inſtinct with ſpirit , but convoy'd 

four Checubic shapes; four faces each 

hid wondrous ; as with ſtars, their bodies all, 

And wings, were ſer with eyes; with eyes, the 
wheels 

Of beril; and carcering fires between: 

Drier their heads a chryſtal firmament ; 

Vere on a ſaphir throne , (in laid with pure 


Anber , and colors of the show'ry arch) 
. He, in celeſtial panoply all arm'd 
n " Df radianc Urim, work divinely wrought ! 
ended: at His right hand, Viclory 

rt eagle-wing'd: beſide Him hung his bow, 
EN And quiver with three-bolted thunder ſtor'd 2 


= from about Him fierce effuſion row1'd 
f ſmoke, and bick'ring flame, and ſparkles 
dire, 


R 3 
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Attended with ten thouſand thouſand Saints, | As 
He onward came; far off his coming, shone, I 
And twenty thouſand (1 their number heard To 
Chariots of God, halt on each hand, were ſc, Wo: 
He on the wings of Cherub rode ſublime 10 
On the chryſtallin sky, in ſaphir thron'd, FT 


illuſtrious far, and wide: but by His own 
Furſt ſeen , them un- expected joy ſurpriz'd, 
When the great enſign of Meſſiah blaz'd , 
Aloft by Angels born, His ſign in heav'n; 
Under whoſe conduct Michael ſoon reduc'd 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing, 
Under their Head imbodied all in one. 
Before Him Pow'r Divine His way prepar'd 
At His command th' up-rooted hills retir'd 
Each to his place, they heard his voice, and ret 
Obſcquious ; heav'n his wonted face tenew'd, 
And with fresh ficw'rets hill and valley fmil'd, 
This ſaw His hapleſs foes , but ſtood obdurl 
And to rebellious fight rallied their Pow'rs , 
Inſenſate! hope concceiving from deſpair : 
In heav'nly ſpirits could ſuch perverſeneſs drill 
But, (to convince the proud what ſigns avall, 
Or wonders move th' obdurate to relent ! ) 
They harden'd more , by what might molt le 
claim , 


Grieving to ſee His glory , at the ſight VIE 
Took envy ; and aſpiring to His height, ie, 
Stood re-embattell'd fierce ; by force, ot dN 

Nor c 


Wecning to proſper , and at lenghr preyull 
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] Acainſt God, and Meſſiah ; or to fall 

£1: univerſal ruin laſt : and now 

Eo final battel drew, diſdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat; when the Great Son of God, 

FT all His hoſts on either hand, thus ſpake. 

Stand ſtill in bright array, ye Saints! here 
ſtand, | 

F: Angels arm'd ! this day from barrel reſt : 

F:ithful hath been your warfare, and of God 

Accepted, fearleſs in His righteous cauſe ; 

And as ye have recciv'd , ſo have ye done, 

II incibly, But, of this curſed crew 

Ne punishment to other hand belongs: 

Mageance is His, or whoſe He ſole appoints. 

amber to this day's work is not ordain'd , 

Noc multitude : Nand only, and behold 

Lod's indignation on theſe godleſs pour'd 

Br Me ; not you, but Me, they have deſpis'd, 

Jet envied: againſt Me is all their rage; 

bzcauſe the Father, (t'Whom in heav'n ſupre- 
me 

Ningdom, and pow'r, and glory appertains,) 

With honor'd Me, according to His will. 

Wi:r:fore to Me their doom He hath aſſign'd: 

What they may have their wish, to try with Me 

In battel which the ſtronger proves; they all, 

or alone againſt them: ſince by ſtrength 

ney meaſure all, of other excellence 

Nor emulous, nor care who them excels; 

Wor other ſtrife with them do 1 vouchſafe. 

K+ 


en. 


Nn 
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So ſpake the Son, and into terror chang'd * 
His count'nance, too ſevere to be beheld! 1 
And full of wrath bent on His enemies. Hs 
At once the Four ſpread out their ſtarry wings; Nor 
With dreadful sbade contiguous , and the orbs The 
Of His fierce chariot rowl'd, as with the ſound Noe: 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoſt, pro 
He on His impious foes right onward drove, Vir 
Gloomy as night: under His burning wheels And 
The ſtedfaſt empyrean shook throughout; Nor 
All but the throne it ſelf of God. Full ſoon Unc 
Among them He arriv'd; in His right hand "ou 


Graſping ten thouſand thunders, which He ſent 
Before Him, ſuch as in their ſouls infix'd 
Plagues : they aſtonish'd, all reſiſtance loſt, 
All courage; down their idle weapons dropp'd: 
O'er shields, and helms , and helmed heads He 
rode 
Of Thrones , and mighty Seraphim proſtrate ; 
That wish'd the mountains now might be agai0 
Thrown on them, as a shelter from His ire. 
Nor leſs on either ſide tempeſtuous fell 
His arrows, from the four-fold-viſag'd Four, 
Diſtinct with eyes; and from the living whe 
Diſtinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One ſpirit in them tul'd, and every eye 
Glar'd light'ning, and shot forth pernicious fte 
Among th' accurſt, that wither'd all their {irengil 
And of their wonred vigor left them drain's, 
Exhauſted, ſpiritleſs, affliaed , falb n. 


Ng 
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Yet, half His ſtrength He put not forth, but 
check'd 
His thunder in mid-yolly ; for He meant 
: WE Net co deſtroy , but root them out of heav'n. 
me overthrown He rais'd , and as a herd 
ot goats, or tim*rous flock, together throng'd , ] 
[Drove them before Him thunder-ftruck , purſu'd 
Vich terrors , and with furies, to the bounds 
And chryſtal wall of heav'n; which op'ning wide 
Norl'd inward, and a ſpacious gap diſclos'd 
Into the waſteful Deep: the mouſtrous fight 
ruck them with horror backward ; but, far worſe 
ed them behind: headlong themſelves they 
threw a 
wn from the verge of heav'n ; eternal wrath 
un' d after them, to the bottomleſs pit. 
Nell heard th' unſufferable noiſe ; hell ſaw 
enn ruining from heav'n, and would have fled 
Mfrighted ; bur ſtrict Fate had caſt too deep 
Wer dark foundations, and too faſt had bound. 
ne days they fell; confounded Chaos roar'd , 
d felt ren-fold confuſion in their fall, 
ough his wild anarchy ; ſo huge a rout 
Wcumber'd him with ruin! hell ar laſt 
ning receiv'd them whole , and on them clos'd: 
Wl, their fir habitation, fraught with fire 
f- quenchable, the houſe of woe , and pain. 
bſ-burden'd heav'n rejoic'd, and ſoon repair'd 
er mural breach, returning whence it rowl'd. 
dle vigor, from th expulſion of His foes , 


* 
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Meſſiah His triumphal chariot turn'd: 

To meet Him all His Saints, who ſilent Hood 

Eye-witneſſes of His almighty acts, 

With jubilee advanc'd ; and as they went, 

Shaded with branching palm , each Order bright 

Sung triumph, and Him ſung Victorious King, 

Son, Heir, and Lord! to Him dominion giy'n, 

'V/ orthieſt to reign. He celebrated rode 

Triumphant through mid-heav'n, into the cr; hi 

And temple, of His Mighty Father, turn! 

On high : who into glory Him receiy'd 

Where now He firs at the right hand of bli%, 
Thus, meaſuring things in heav'n ty 11.5: ca 

carth, 

Ar thy requeſt 5 and that thou mayꝰſt beware 

By whar is paſt, to thee I have reveal'd 

What might have elſe ro himan race be nud; 

The diſcord which befel, and war in bean WF 

Among th' Angelic Pow'rs, and the d:ep fail | 

Of rhoſe too high aſpiring , who rebe!!'d 

With Saran he who cnvies now thy face ; 

Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce 

Thee alſo from obedience , that with him 

(Bereav'd of happineſs ) thou may'ft partake, 

His punishment, eternal miſery : 

Which would be all his ſolace, and revenge , 

As a deſpite done againſt the Moſt Hig, 

Thee once to gain compagnion of his wo? 

But, liſten not to his temptations- 

Thy veaker: let it profit thee to have 
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4 y terrible exemple, the reward 
or iſobedience : firm they might have ſtood, 
We: fell, Remember ! and fear to tranſgreſs ! 


» The End of the ſixth Books 
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Qa I. 


The ARGUMENT, 
Raphael , at the requeſt of Adam m , rege 


how , and wherefore , this world u . 
created ; that God , after the exp:1:; ing 
Satan, and his Angels, out of heayen ,, 
clar'd His pleaſure to create another u 
and other creatures to awell therein ; ſens 
His Son with glory, and attendance of Ar 
gels, to per form the work of Creation in 
days : the Angels celebrate with hin 
performance thereof , and His oak ſa 
into heaven. 
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I Eſcend from heav'n, Urania! ( by that namg 
„cba chou art call'd ) whoſe voice divine 
Following , above th' Olympian hill I ſoar, 

Moore the flight of Pegaſean wing. : 

e meaning, not the name, I call, for thou 

Wor of the Muſes nine, nor on the top 

pr old Olympus dwell'ſt ; but, heav'nly born, 
W-fore the hills appear'd, or fountain flow'd, 
Nou with eternal Hiſdom didſt converſe, 
un thy ſiſter, and with her didſt play 

2 Wh oreſence of th* Almighty Father, pleas'd r 
—J thy celeſtial ſong. Up-led by thee , 

tothe heav'n of heav'ns I have pre ſum'd, 

5 earthly gueſt ) and drawn empyrcal air, 
temp'ring. With like ſafety guided down g 
urn me to my native element: | 
from this flying ſteed unrein'd ( as once 
þ:il:rophon , though from a lower clime 
mounted, on th' Aleian field 1 fall, 

Ironzous there to wander, and forlorn. 

If yet remains unſung; but, narrower bound g 
thn the viſible. diurnal ſphere : | 
tinding on earth, not rapt above the Pole, 

re ſafe 1 ſing with mortal voice; un-chang'd 
W* toarſe , or mute, though fall'n on evil days, 
MN evil days though fall'n, and evil rongues ; 
Þ Uirlneſs, and with dangers compaſs'd round; 
N ſolitude: Yet, not alone, while thou 


EI 
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Viſit'ſt my ſlumbers nightly; or, when morn 
Purples the eaſt. Still govern thou my ſong, 
Urania / and fit audience find, though tc, 
But, drive far off the barbarous diffonance 
Of Bacchus, and his revellers ; the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
In Rhodope, where woods, and rocks has cars 
To rapture , *cill the ſavage clamor drown « 
Both harp , and voice; nor could the Muſe def 
Her ſon. So fail not thou, who thee im: ess; 
For, thou art heav'nly; she, an empty dan. 
Say, Goddeſs, what enſu'd when Rapα 
The affable Arch-Angel, had forewarn'd 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apoſtaſy , by what befel in heav'n 
To thoſe apoſtates; leſt the like bell 
In Paradiſe to Adam, or bis race, 
{ Charg'd not to touch the interdidted Ti -- 
If they tranſgreſs, and flight that ſol. co: 
So eaſily obey'd, amid rhe choice 
Of all taſtes elſe to pleaſe their appetite > 


\ 


. . , 8 

Though wand'ring ... . . He , with his conte ort: 
Eve, 6 

The ſtory heard attentive, and was filed aural 


With admiration, and deep muſe, to hear 

Of things ſo high, and ſtrange; things, 7955 
thought, | 

So un-imaginable , as hate in heav'y , 

And war ſo ncar the peace of God , 

Wich ſuch confuſion ; bur, the cyi! (v0! Eu to 
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dan back, redounded ( as a flood) on thoſe 
$.-m thom it ſprung ; impoſſible ro mix 
ich bleſedneſs. Whence Adam ſoon repeal'd 
F:.- doubts that in his heart aroſe : and now 
led on, yer ſinleſs , with deſire to know 
Wit nearer might concern him ) how this world 
df heay'n , and earth conſpicuous, firſt began; 
en, and whereof created; for what cauſe ; | 
hat within Eden, or without, was done 
For: his memory (as one whoſe drouth 
ct ſcarce allay'd , ſtill eyes the current ſtream ; 
boſe liquid murmur heard, new thirſt excites, ) 
rxerded thus to ask his heav'nly gueſt. | 
E Great things, and full of wonder in our ears 
reif ting from this world, thou haſt reycal'dg 
vine interpreter ! by favor ſcent : 
en from the empyrean, to fore-warn 

y of what might elſe have been our loſs 
en: which human knowledge could nor 
freach: 
t vluich to the Infinitely Good we owe 


1 


* 
14 
* ! 
» i! Al 


on nortal thanks, and his admonishment 

ce, with ſolemn purpoſe ro obſerve 

Trably His ſovereign will, the end 

[tat we are. But, fince thou haſt vouchſaf*d 
th itly, for our 1nſtruction , to impart 


ns above earthly thought ( which yet cons 
c:rn'd 

Ir kr wing; as to Higheſt Wiſdom ſeem'd 

to deſcend now lower, and relate ü 
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( What may no leſs, perhaps, avail us known) 
How firſt began this heav'n, which we behold 
Diſtant ſo high, with moving fires adorn'd 
Innumerable ; and this which yields, or fills, 
All ſpace, the ambient air wide interfus'd, 
Embracing round this florid earth: what cauſe 
Mov'd the Creator, in His holy reſt 
Through all eternity, ſo late to build 
In Chaos; and the work begun, how ſoon 
Adſolv'd : if un-forbid thou may*ſt unfold 
What we, not to explore the ſecrets ask 
Of His eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify His works , the more we know; 
And the great light of day yet wants to tun 
Much of his race, though ſteep , ſuſpenſe in he 
Held by thy voice; thy potent voice he hcats, 
And longer will delay, to hear thee tell 
His gencration, and the riſing birth 
Of nature from the un-apparent Deep : 
Or, if the ſtar of ev'ning, and the moon 
Haſte to thy audience, night with her will bring 
Silence; and Sleep, liſt'ning to thee , will watch 
Or, we can bid his abſence, till thy ſong 
End, and diſmiſs thee e'er the morning shine. 
Thus Adam his illuſtrious gueſt beſought 
And thus the God- like Angel anſwer'd mild. 
This alſo thy requeſt, with caution asd, 
Obrain : though to recount almighty works, 
What words, or tongue of Seraph, can ſulfce 
Or, heart of man ſuffice ro comptelend 
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per chat chou canſt attain, (vhich beſt may ſerve 
10 glorify the Maker, and infer 
mee alſo happier ) sball not be with-held 


nu hearing: ſuch commiſſion from above 

I have receiv'd , to anſwer thy deſire 

Df knowledge within bounds : beyond, abſtain 
Fo ask; nor let thine own inventions hope 
Pings not reveal'd , which th' inviſible King, 
Only Omniſcient, hath ſuppreſs'd in night; 
Jo none communicable in earth , or heav'n: 
Wnough is left beſides to ſearch , and know. 

But, knowledge is as food, and needs no leſs 
W:r temperance over appetite , to know 

| neaſure what the mind may well contain: 
Wrorefles elſe with ſurfeit, and ſoon turns 
Vidom to folly , as nourishment to wind. 

E know then, that after Lucifer from keav'n 
[bo call him, brighter once amidſt the hoſt 

Wt Angels, than that ſtar the ſtars among) 
rich his Alaming legions through the Deep 
Wo his place, and the Great Son return'd 
Norious with his Saints, th? Omnipotent 
emal Father from his throne beheld 

tir multitude, and to His Son thus ſpake. 
At leaſt our envious foe hath fall'd, who though 


* 
oA 
Ca) 


ht 3 
Id. 
'd, 


lle himſelf rebellious , by whoſe aid 
Ls, Irin acceſfible high ſtrength, the ſear 
uffce deity ſupreme , Us diſ-poſſeſt, 
11 truſted to have ſeis'd, and into fraud 


"Fr many, whom their place knows here no mores: 
Tome I. | 8. 
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Yer, far the greater part have kept, I ſee, 

Their ſtation 3 heav'n, yet populous, rctaing } 
Number ſufficient to poſſeſs her realms , |! 
Though wide ; and this high temple to frequeny J. 
Wirth miniſteries due, and ſolemn rites, 0 


But, leſt his heart exalt him, in the harm 80 
Already done, to have diſpeopled heav'n, Gr 
( My damage fondly deem'd! ) can repaii i 
That detriment , if ſuch it be, to loſe 4 

10 


Self-loſt; and in a moment will create 
Another world, out of one man, a race 
Of men in- numerable, there ro dwell, 
Not here; till by degrees of merit rais'd, 
They open to themſelyes at length the way 
Up hither ; under long obedience try'd : 
And carth be chang'd to heav'n, and heavnt 
earth, 
One kingdom, joy, and union without end. 
Mean-while inhabit lax , ye Pow'rs of heav't! 
And Thou My Word, begotten Son! by Thee 
This I perform; ſpeak Thou, and be it done. 
My ower-shadowing Spirit, and Might, with The 
I ſend along: ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointed bounds , be heav'n and earth 
Boundleſs the Deep, becauſe 1 AM who fill 
Infinitude : nor vacuous the ſpace ; 
Though I, on-circumſcrib'd My ſelf, retire» 
And put not forth my. goodneſs ; which is fit 
To act, or not: Neceſſity, and Chance; 
Approach not Me ; and what J will is Fate, 
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Fo ſpake th' Almighty, and to what He ſpake 
E Vis Word , the Filial Godhead , gave effect. 
Immediate are the acts of God, more ſwift 

Thin time, Or motion; but, to human ears 
Cannot without proceſs of ſpeech be told; 

do told, as earthly notion can receive. 

Great triumph, and rejoicing, was in heav'n, 


Glory they ſung to the Moſt High ! good will 
To furure men, and in their dwellings peace ! 
EClo:y ro Him! Whoſe juſt avengirg ire 
had driven out th? ungodly from His ſight, 
And thi habitations of the juſt : to Him 
Glory and praiſe ! Whoſe wiſdom had ordain'd 
Coo4 out of evil to create; inſtead 
Df ſpirits malign, a better race to bring 
ito their vacant room, and thence diffuſe 
Hi good to worlds, and ages, infinite. 

do ſang the Hierarchies, Mean-while the Son 
Wo His great expedition now appear'd, 
Pit wich Omnipotence , with radiance crown'd 
Df Majeſty Divine: ſapience, and love 
mmenſe, and all His Father in Him shon. 


Ie. 
1 The 


out His chariot numberleſs were pour'd 

1 Pacrub, and Seraph, Potentates, and Thrones ; 
Ind Virtues : winged ſpirits , and chariots-wing'd, 

4 rom tu' armory of God; where ſtand of old 

* Hriads, between two brazen mountains lodg'd- 


Nainſt a ſolemn day, harneſs'd at hand, 
Falellial equipage ! and now came forth 
82 


Waen ſuch was heard declar'd th' Almighty's will: 
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Spontaneous ( for within them ſpirit liv'd ) 
Attendant on their Lord: heav'n open'd wide 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious ſound ! 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in His pow'rful Word, 
And Spirit, coming to create new Worlds. 
On heav'nly ground they ſtood, and from the $hore 
They view'd the vaſt immeaſurable abyſs, 
Ourragious as a ſea, dark, waſteful , wild; 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious winds , 
And ſurging waves, as mountains, to aſſault 
Heav'n's height, and with the centre mix the Pele. 
Silence , ye troubled waves , and thou Deep, 
Peace ! 
Said then th* Omnific Word, your Diſcord end... 
Nor ſtaid ; but, on the wings of Cherubim 
Up- liftd, in Paternal Glory rode 
Far into Chaos, and the worid'unborn ; 
For Chaos heard His voice. Him all His train 
Follow'd in bright proceſſion, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of His might, 
Then ſtaid the fervid Wheels, and in His hand 
He took the golden compaſſes, prepar'd 
In God's eternal ſtore, to circumſcribe 
This univerſe , and all created: things. 
One foot He center'd, and the other turn'd 
Round through the vaſt profundity obſcure 3 
And ſaid , Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds 
This be thy juſt circumference , O world! 
Thus God the heay'n created, thus the cart) 
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tet un- form'd, and void! Darkneſs profound 
wer'd th' abyſs; but, on the wat'ry calm 
y brooding wings the Spirit of God out- ſptead, 
dd vital virtue infus'd, and vital warmth 
kroughour the fluid maſs ; but, downward purg'd 
de black, Tartareous, cold, infernal dregs , 
verſe to life: then ſounded, then conglob'd 
k: things to like; the reſt to ſeveral place 
Vatted; and between, ſpun our the air: 
earth ſelf-ballanc'd on her centre hung. 
let there be light! ſaid God: and forthwitlr 
light 
ereal, firſt of things, quinteſſence pute, 
ung from the Deep : and from her native eaſt, 
jurney through the aery gloom began, 
ed in a radiant cloud; (for yet the Sun 
u not) she in a cloudy tabernacle 

purn'd the while, God ſaw the light was good: 
} light from darkneſs by the hemiſphere 

dd: light the day, and darkneſs night 

nam' d. Thus was the Firſt Day ev'n and morn 2 
nd | paſt un- celebrated, nor un-ſung 

the celeſtial choires , when orient light 
bang firſt from darkneſs they beheld ; 
Nu. day of heav'n and earth! with joy, and shout, 
hollow univerſal orb they fill'd; 
K toach'd their golden harps , and hymning 

prais'd 

, and His vorks; Creator Him they ſung, 
Arhen Firſt Ev'ning was, and when Fult Horus 


ole 


„ 


unds 
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Again, God ſaid, Let there be firmamegt 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters! And God made 
The firmament expanſe of liquid, pure , 
Tranſparent , elemental air, diffus'd 
In circuit to the utermoſt convex 
Of this great Round: partition firm, and ſures, 
The waters underneath from thoſe above 
Dividing : for as earth, ſo He the woild 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in vide 
Chryſtallin ocean, and the loud mif rule 
Of Chaos far remov'd: leſt fierce extremes 
Contiguous , might diſtemper the whole frame; 
And heav'n He nam'd the firmament : {© «vn 
And morning chorus ſung the Second Day, 
The earth was form'd , but in the womb as yet 
Of waters ( embryon immature ) involy'd , 
Appear'd not: over all the face of caith 
Main ocean flow'd ; not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humor ſoft'ning all her globe, 


Pit; 
Fermented the great mother to conceive, And 
Satiare with genial moiſture : when God ſail, NN 
Be gather'd now ye waters under heaven v7 


Into one place, and let dry land appcar! +++ 
Immediately the mountains huge appcar 
Emergent , and their broad bare backs up- .. 
Into the clouds, their tops aſcend the K. 
So high as heay'd the tumid hills, fo low 
Down ſunk a hollow bottom, broad, and deep; 
Capacious bed of waters! Thither che) 
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Eruited with glad precipitance , up-rowl'd, 
E 4; drops on duſt conglobing from the dry: 

bart riſe in chryſtal wall, or ridge direct, 

rer haſte 3 ſuch flight the great command impreſs'd 
Jon the ſwift floods: as armies at the call 
0frrampet ( for of our armies thou haſt heard ) 
J:0op to their ſtandard ; ſo the wat'ry throng , 
Wave rowling after wave, where way they found; 
If ſteep, with torrent rapture ; if through plain, 
von- ebbing; nor withſtood them rock, or hill: 
But they , or under ground, or Circuit wide 

Wich ſerpent-error wand'ring , found their way; 
rd on the washy ooſe deep channels wore 3 

iy, eber God had bid the ground be dry, 

Al but within thoſe banks, where rivers now 
ſtream , and perpetual draw their humid train. 

ie dry land, earth; and the great receptacle 

Pf congregated waters, He call'd ſeas ; 

Wd ſaw that it was good: and ſaid, Let th' earth 
Nit forth the verdant graſs , herb yielding ſeed , 
ſnd fruit-rree yielding fruit after her kind z 
Whoſe ſeed is in her ſelf upon the cart! 

Pie ſcarce had ſaid, when the bare earth (till then 
Peſcit, and bare, un- ſightly, un adorn'd ) 

Nouglit forth the render graſs, whoſe verdure clad 
Per univerſal face with pleaſant green: 

When, herbs of every leaf, that ſudden flow'r'd 
Pp ning their various colors, and made gay 

er boſom , ſmelling ſweet» And, theſe {care 
blown,, N 


— 
w 
— 


1e: 


Forth - flourish'd thick the cluſtring vine, (or 
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crept 
The ſmelling gourd, up ſtood the corny reed 
Embattel'd in her field; and th' humble shrub, 
And bush, with frizl'd hair implicit. Laſt, 
Roſe, as in dance, the ſtately trees, and ſpread 
Their branches hung with copious fruit : or gemm'l 
Their boſſoms : with high woods the hills v 
crown'd ; 
With tufts the vallies ; and each fountain fide, 
With borders long the rivers : that, earth nor 
Seem'd like to heav'n ; a ſeat where Gods might 
dwell , 

Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 
Her ſacred shades : though God had yer not rain 
Upon the earth , and man to till the ground 
None was: but, from the earth a dewy miſt 
Went up, and water'd all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field; which, e'er it was in th cart 
God made, and ev'ry herb, before it grew 
On the green ſtem ; God ſaw that it was good. 


So, ev'n, and morn, recorded the Third Day. I. 
Again th' Almighty ſpake: Let there be lights . 
High in th' expanſe of heaven, to divide Tt 


The day from night: and let them be for ſigns» 
For ſeaſons, and for days, and circling years; 
Aad ler them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of heav'n , 

Jo give light on the earth! ... and it was ſc. 
And God made two great lights; (great #0: eil 
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Jo in) the greater to have rule by day, 
The leſs by night, alterne: and mace the ſtars ; 
And ſed them in the fitmament of heav'n, | 
(illuminate the earth, and rule the day, 
In their viciſſitude, and rule the night; 
ind light from darkneſs to divide. God ſaw, 
wrv:ying his great work, that it was good : 
For, of celeſtial bodies firſt, the ſun 
A mighty ſphere ! ) He fram'd ; un-lichtſome 
firſt, 
Tho' of ethete al mold then form'd the moon 
Cloboſe; and ev'ry magnitude of ſtars; 
uud fow'd with ſtars the heav'n, thick as a field. 
flight by facthe greater part he rock, 
_ Mn ſplaared from her cloudy ahrine, and plac'd 
1 the ſun's o-V , made porous to recetvr 
uud drink the liquid lignt; frm, to retain 
let gather'd beams ; great palace now of light : 
ither, as to ther fountain, other itars 
paring , in their golden urns draw light: 
Pad heuce che morning planct gilds her hotns: 
„ tiacture, or reflection, they augment 
leit (mall peculiar, though ( from luman fight 
far remote ) with diminution ſcen. 
il in his eaſt the glorious lamp was ſeen , 
gent of day; and all th' horizon round 
elted with bright rays, jocund to run 
longitude through heav'n's high road : the 

Bray 
bern, and the Pleiades, before him danc'd, 

Tome I, ; T 
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Shedding ſweet influence. Leſs bright the morn, 
But oppottte in leveli'd weſt was ſet, 
His mirror, with ful (ace borrowing her light 
From him; for other light she needed none 
In that aſpect and ſtill that diſtance keeps 
Till night; then, in the eaſt her turn she $hin 
Revolv'd on heav'n's great axle, and her rcign 
With thouſand leſſer lights dividual holds, 
With thouſand thouſand ſtars! that then aste 
Spangling the hemiſphete 5 then 41 1 ad TIn'd 
With their bright luminaries, that ſet and tobe. 
Glad ev'ning and glad morn crown'd the Hou: 
Day. 
And God ſaid, Let the waters generere 
Reptil, with ſpawn abundant, living 
And let fowl fiy above the earth, wy} 
Diſplav'd on th' open firmament of heay': 
And God created the read whales 5 and 
Soul living, each that crept, which plen- 
The waters generated by their kinds: 
And every bird, of wing after his kind : 
And ſaw that it was good, and bless 
ſaying , 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the ſea; 
And lakes, and running ſtr.ams, the wa 
And let the fowl be multiply'd on ti” 
Forthwith the ſounds, and ſeas, each cee 
bay ; 
With fry in- numerable ſwarm , and «: 
Of fish, that withtheir fins, and shining 


Wii 


4 


Book VII. PARADISE Los r. 215 


Glide under the green wave in ſculls, that oft 
Bank the mid ſea : part fingle, or with mate, 
Crate the ſca-weed their paſture ; and thro? groves 
N coral ſtray ; or, ſporting v ich quick glance , 


ew to the ſun their way 'd coats, drop'd with 
old 
7 


heir pearly shells at eaſe 


«> be & ws ACEC 


8 . 
Or, int 


{ nutriment; or under rocks their food, 
ſointed armor , watch: on ſmooth, the ſeal. 
in bended dolphins play: part, huge of bulk! 
* Vallowing unweildy , enormous in their gait, 


8 lerpeſt rhe ocean: there Leviathan, 
WH: of living creatures, on the De 
Frtch' d Like a promontory, flecps, or frimss 
a ſeems a moving land; and at his gil 
rs in, and at his trunk ſpouts out a ſca. 
n- while the tepid caves, and fens, and slioate, 
lei brood as numerous hatch from th'egg, cht 
, ſoon 
prizng with kindly rupture, ſorth-diſclos'd 
cello young; bur feather'd ſoon and Hedge, 
amm'd their pens ; and ſoaring th? eit ſabli- 
. 
= P itt clang; deſpis'd the ground, under a cloud 
| bimſet : there, the eagle, and the fork , 
I ifs, and cedar tope, their eyrics build 


t.vofly wing the region; 575, more wie 


\ 4 4%” 
1 


ron, rang'd in figure wedge their way 3 


* | Sas he (Wi wil 2 


dugend of ſeaſons, and ſet l 
Per ary caravan, high over ſcas 
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Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing 
Eaſing their flight; ( ſo ſteers the prudent crans 
Her annual voyage ) born on winds , the air 
Floats , as they paſs, fann'd with un- numbet'd ply. 
mes. 
From branch to branch the ſmaller birds «ich ſong 
Solac'd the woods, and ſpread their painted vings 
Till ev'n ; nor then, the ſolemn nightingale 
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun'd her ſoft lays, 
Others, on filver lakes, and rivers , bath'd 
Their downy breaſt; the ſwan, with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, tore 
Her ſtate with oary feet: yet oft they quit 
The dank, and riſing on ſtiff pernens, tour 
The mid acreal sky. Others, on groun! 
Walk'd firm; the creſted cock, whoſe clanoa 
ſounds 
The ſilent hours; and th? other, whoſe gay tig 
Adorns him, color'd with the florid huc 
Of rain-bows, and fiarry eyes. The waters thus 
With fish ceplenish'd , and the air with fowl, 
Ev'ning and morn ſolemniz'd the Fifth Day. 
The Sixth, and of creation laſt , arolc 
With ev*nirg harps, and matin; when God (aid, 
Let th? earth bring forth fowl living in her kind, 
Catrel, and creeping things, and beaſt of th' earth 
Each in their kind... . The earth obey'd; ? 
ſtrair 
Op'ning her fertile womb , reem'd ar a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms 


- 
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Uimb'd and full grown. Out of the ground u- roſe. 
Actiom his laite, the wild beaſt, where he wons 
In foreſt wild, in thicket, brake or den: 
Anong the trees in pairs they roſe, they walk'd 7 
Ie cartel in the fields, and meadows green: 
Thoſe tate, and ſolitary; theſe in flocks 
Palturing at once, and in broad herds up-fprungs 
The grafly clods now calv'd, now half appcar'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to get frec 
E Eishinder parts; then ſprings as broke from bonde, 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane : the ounce, 
The libbard,, and the tiger, (as the mole 
lug) the crumbled earth above them threw 
h hillocks: the ſwift ſtag from under ground 
Bre up his branching head: ſcarce from his mculd 
| Þ.hemoth ( biggeſt born of earth) up-heav'd 
His vaſtneſs :; fleec'd the flocks ,. and bleating, 
roſe , 
As plants: ambiguous between ſea and land, 
The tiver horſe, and ſcaly crocodile, 
At once came forth whatever crecps the ground, 
Inſe&, or worm: thoſe wav'd their limber fans, 
for wings; and ſmalleſt lineaments exact 
ln all the liveries deck'd of ſummer's pride, 
With ſpots ofgold, and purple, azure, and green; 
Theſe, as a line, their long dimenſion drew , 
Nreaking the ground with ſinuous trace: not all 
mms of nature; ſome of ſerpent-kind, 
Vondrous in length, and corpulen:e, involy'd 
Tuc ſnaky folds, and added wings. Firſt crepr 
T4 
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The parſimonious emmet, provident 

Of ſuture; in ſmall recom large heart ine 
(Pattern of juſt equality perhaps 
Hcreafter, joined in ber popular tribes 


Of commonality. ) Swarming next , appear 


The female bee, that £.c ds her huſbund de. 


Deliciouſly, 1nd builds Fer waxcn cells 
With honey ſtor'd. J he refit are number! 
And thou their 

names 
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Needleſs to thee revented ; nor unknown 
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Her motions , as the great Fiiit-Mover x 
Fir cheel'd the i conrler carch in her rf 
Confuramarelovely ſinil'd; Sir. WAITE; 


" _ - 1 . ae 
a 10501, iich 5 bcalt , Was Ioan; Va. 
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Wa K d 


Frequ*ur ; and of the Sixth Day yet ren 


There wanted yer the maſter-work, : 

Of all yer done; a cteature, who not pt 

And brute as 3 > „ > 1 * 4:14 
nd brute as other creatures, BUT man 


«x7 1 . . 8 5 ot * 8 
Wich ſanctity of rcaſon, might erect 


Govern the reſt , ſelf- Knowing; and fie 
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ſeende; th:ither vith heart , and voice, and eyc?, 
ir: Ged n devotton, to adore 


And worship God Supreme, Who made him chuck 


(if all His works : therefore tht Oinnivorent 


1 I, c Ae ge 1 71 
er RA ir 4 H1CT ( 1Or N nere 15 Toft &a 3 


oa 


P * = : 0 171 15 8 1 . 
eſeyr? ) thus to His Son audibly ſoake 


Let Us make now Man in Our imege, Man 


Jux un mill tude ; and let chem ru! - 
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preſs ; and thou becam'ſt a ln ing ſoul. 
treated thee 5 bat thy conſort 

ſs'd mankind ,- and ſaid 
ly, ahd fall the carth ; 
odue it, and throughour dominion hold 

Ver 1811 of f the ſca, and fowl of th! air 3 

nc eviry living thing that moves on th' earth, 
here-ever thus created; ſor no place. 


yer diſtinct by name. Thence (as thon know) 


' I i — 33 : i * . 0 5 
Le brought thee into this delicious groove, 


1 


VIGable N both tc 


5 garden ; planted with the tices of God; 


! 1 * Sn — 
01 hold 4 and taſte : 


' . 


- 4 


22 e all their pleaſant ſruir for food 
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* 


ve thee (all forts are here that all th? earth 
vie Is : 
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Variety without. end ! ) But, of the tree, 

Which taſted works knowledge of good, and evil. 

Thou may'ſt not: in the day thou eat'ſt, thou dyn 

Death is the penalty impos'd : beware! 

And govern wcll thy appetite, leſt Sin 

Surpriſe thee, and her blak attendant Death, 
Here finish'd He, and all that He had mad: 

View'd, and behol ! all was entirely good ; 

So ev'n and morn accomplish'd the Sixth Day, 

Yer not, 'till the Creator from his work 

Deſiſting , though un-wearied , up retwin'd ; 

Up to the heav'n of heav'ns, His high abode; 

Thence to behold this new-created world , 

Tu' addition of His empire , how it shew'd 

In proſpect from his throne , how good, hoy tur, 

Anſwering His great idea! Up He rode, 

Follow'd with acclamation , and the ſound 

Symphonious of ten thouſand harps that tun'd 

Angelic harmonies ! the earth, the air 

Reſounded , (thou remember'ſt, for thou heard'ſ\] 

The heav'ns, and all the conſtellations , tung: 

The planets in their ſtation liſt'ning ſtood , 

While the bright pomp aſcended jubilanr. 

Open, ye everlaſting gates! they ſung, 

Open, ye heas*ns ! your living doors; let in 

The Great Creator, from His work return'd 

Magnificent, His fix days work, a world : 

Open, and henceforth oft; for God will deign 

To viſit oft the dwcllings of juſt men, 

Delighted; and with frequent intercourts 


ä 4” tha a+ 
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E Tither will ſend His winged meſſengers , 
or errands of ſupernal grace. So ſung 

W The glorious train aſcending, He through heav'n , 
mat open'd wide her blazing portals, led 

Eo God's eternal houſe direct the way : 

A broad , and ample road, whoſe duſt is gold, 

Vid pavement ſtars, as ſtars to thee appear 

Keen in the galaxy: (that milky way 

Which nightly, as a circling zone, thou ſeeſt 
Fouler'd with ſtars.) And now on eaith the Scventk 
ting aroſe in Eden; for the ſun 

Nut, and twilight from the eaſt came on, 
Wor-mmng night: when, at the holy mount 
Wins high-ſcatcd top, th' imperial throne 

l Godhead, fix*'d for ever firm, and ſure , 
Fal Pow'r arriv'd, and ſat Him down 

W ith His Great Farher ; for, He alſo went 
ble, yer ſtaid ( ſuch privilege 

ti Omnipreſence ) and the work ordain'd , 

bet, and end, of all things; and from work 

$07 icing, bleſs'd, and hallow'd the Sev'nrh Day; 
ling on that day from all His work; 
dot in ſilence holy kept; the harp 

#rork, and reſted not; the ſolemn pipe, 
lcimer, all organs of ſweet ſtop , 

ends on fret by ſtiing, or golden wire, 

rd ſoſt tunings, inrermix'd with voice 

"1, or uniſon : of incenſe clouds, 

dug rom golden cenſers, hid the mount: 


ben, ang the Six Days acts, they ſung, 
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Great are Thy works: T-hovah ! infitute 
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| [The ARGUMENT, . 
| Leit 
| Adam, inquires concerning c@/-"i 1] nc" "ic 
| Is doubrfuily anſwer d, and exhorttd Wh 

ſearch rather things more worthy i e 
| ledge, Adam aſſents : and ſtill deu 

detain Raphael, relates to him wha: WW ir: 


| remember'd ſince his own creation; his 3: 

cing in Paradi ſe; his tal with G 
cerning ſolitude , and fit ſociety ; Hi 
meeting and nuptials with Eve ; 1s dural 


courſe with the Angel thereuy9" ; 1", Wn c 
admonitions repeated , departs, te day 
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H? Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 
: o chatming left his voice, that he a-while 
hovght hiin ſtill ſpeabing, fill ſtood fix'd to hear: 
ben, as new wak'd, thus gratefully reply'd. 
/hat thanks ſufficient , or what recompenſe 
el, have I to render thee, divine 
ftorian ! who thus largely halt allay'd 
De thirſt 1 had of knowledge, and vouchſaf*'d 
Thi: friendly condeſcenſion to relate 
Whine: elſe by me un- ſearchable; now heard 
ich ronder , but delight; and, as is duc, 
W ith glory attributed to the High 
er. Something yer of doubt remains, 
ach only thy ſolution can reſolve, 
When 1 behold this gocd!y frame, this world, 
freav'n, and earth conſiſting: end compure 
beit magnitudes ; this earth a (por, a grain, 
atom, with the firmament compar'd , 
Id all her number'd ſtars; that ſeem to rowl 
pes incomprehenſible , (for ſuch 
kr diſtance argues, and their ſwift return 
nal) meerly to officiate light 
ind this opacous eatth, this punctual ſpot, 
ede, and night; in all their vaſt ſurvey 
leſs beſides : reaſoning I oft admire , 
P7 nature, wiſe, and frugal, could commit 
* {proportions 3 with ſuperfluous hand; 
any nohler bodies to create , 5 
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Greater fo manifold, to this one vic ; 
(For 41 onght appt ars) and on their otbs 1 
Such icliiet: revolutn N day by day 
Repcated: while the ſedentary earth - 
0 | Hat better m ht with (ar leſs com] 18 
ery'd Dy more noble than bet (cit. 
Her end without alt motion; and r: 
( As ttibute, ſuch a ſumleſs journey 
Of incorpoteal {peed ) het warm ih ,; 
be whoſe ſwiitnets 


ko Soak " ! * ae is 
89 bt Ke Our lire» and * 15 Cou 114 
ry 


3 n 89 li, — 2 
Ent'ring on ſtudious thoughts ably 
Percciving, «here she ſat retir'd in 
557 * X * Pe I „ - 
With lowlinzſs majeſtic from her tear; 


IE 
And grace ar von who faw to . 


4 2 7 
9 2088 1 — ys += OPS bus ' 
To vit now UG PTOL:, er d, DUEL >. 
a A F 


Her yy - rhey ar her coming fy! 
1 nd touch d by LIQ fair tendance 

Vet went she not, as not with ſuch 
Delighted, Or not capable her ear 
01 wh iat was lugh « ſuch pleaſure sher 7107s 1 
Alam relating she ſole auditreſs 


Het haſband ky relatet she prefer 'd Y 
Before the Angel; and of him to a8 


1 * ("> * 21 Ax © » h 5 eh - 1 * — 1 81 
7 1010 ratnel . 18 ® a > — EACH 3 en 


Jrate ful digreſſions, and ſolve hig te 
With conjugal careſſes: from his 11} 
1 


Not voerds ne picas d her. CO: net 
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ich pairs, in love, and mutual! 110hor join 'd2 
Vin Goddeſs-like demeanor forth 8 


4 


Mot un-attended ! for, on Kh as ( 


4.5 


dent 
ucen;, 
A tenp of winning Glaces waited ſtill; 
Ws from about her shot darts of de {ire 
he eyes, to wish her Bl in f cht. 
Wn! | mo now, to Adim's doubt ptopos'd, 
El. zevolent,, and facil, thus roply'd, 


To 25k ..or ſearc h, I bh me thee not? io 


ſor heav'h 
book of God before thee ſer; 
1 rem to read His wond'rous Works, and learn 
Wis ſtzons, hours .. or da; 8 
4 to attain, whether heay'n move, creatth, 
te not, if thou ee right: the reſt 
Wn mn, or Ang el. he Gt 
I ey to conceal ; and not on ge 


or months, or years, 


& Gir 1 
ts to be ago d'Ly. them, who; :ghe 
et admire. Or, if ther ig to try 
He His ſabric of the h. v'ns 
£1: ro their diſputes, perhaps to n ove 


deter at their quaint F inions wide 


'5 When t! ney come O model heay 
\ chalet the ſtars, how th Cy Wl wie 14 
ity frame; 3 how build, un-b; uild, conttive, 
epfearances; how gird the ſphere 
1 centric, and exceniric, ſcribl'd o'er . 
an ep cycle, orb in orb, 
by thy reaſoning this 1 gueſs : 
Tt9 lead thy off-ſprir g and! roſeſt, 


Wes briel. 
* brig to and 8 Tatc! 5 sho uid 55 Peas 
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The leſs not bright, nor heav'n ſuch journies ts, 
Earth ſitting ſtill, when she alone receives 

The benefit. Conſider firſt, that Great, 

Or Bright, infers not excellence: the earth 

( Though, in compariſon of heav'n, ſo ſmall. 

Nor gliſtering, ) may of ſolid good contain 

More plenty than the ſun, that horren shines; 
Whoſe virtue on it-ſelfworks no etfect, 

But in the fruirfal earth: there frſt recoiv'd, 2 
His beams (unactive elſe ) their vigor find. 
Vet, not to earth are thoſe bright luminaries 
Officious; but to Thee, earth's habitant. 
And for the heav'ns wide circuit, let it ſpeak 
The Maker's high magnificence; who buiir 
So ſpacious, and his line ſtretck'd out ſo far; 
That man may know he dwells not in his ona; 
An edihce too large for him to fill, 

Lodg'd in a ſmall partition; and the r:{ 
Ordain'd for uſes to his Lord beſt known. 

The ſwiftneſs of thoſe circles attriont: , 
(Though numberleſs) to His Omniporence ; 
That ro corporcal ſubſtances could ad 

Speed almoſt ſpiritual. Me thou rhink'{ not for 
Who ſince the morning-hour ſer out from hen 
Where God reſides ; and &er mid-day artis d 
In Eden diſtance inexpreſſible 

By numbers that have name! But, this 1 urge» 
Admitting motion in the heav'ns; to her 
Invalid, that which thee to doubt it mov d: 
Not that I ſo affirm, though ſo it ſeem 
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Tothee who haſt thy dwelling here on earth, 
God, to remove His ways from human ſenſe , 
Plac'd heav'n from earth ſo far, that carthly fight, 
© 1fit preſume , might err in things too high , 
And no advantage gain. What if the ſun 
ke centre to the wotld; and other ſtars 
(By his attractive virtue, and their on, 
| kcired ) dance. about him various rounds ? 
Heir wand'ring courſe now high, now low, then 
hid, 
Pogteſſive, retrograde, or ſanding ſtill, 
Br. thou ſeeſt: and what if ſev'ath to theſe 
Wer net Earth ( ſo ſtedfaſt though she ſeem ) 
= three different motions move? 

lich 1 elſe to ſeveral ſpheres thou mult aſcribe ; 
oe L.. contrary with thwart obliquities; 
rave the ſun his labor, and that ſwift 
Nauraal and diurnal rhomb ſuppes'd, 
E'11:5!2 elſe above all ſtars , the wheel 
Nau, and night: wihch needs not thy belief, 
W:arth, induſtrious of her ſelf, fetch day 
Fella eaſt; and with her part averſe 
om the ſun's beam, meet night; her other part 
ul laminous by his ray. What if that light / 


at from her through the wide tranſpicuous air) 
de the terreſtrial moon be as a ſtar , 

| urges lyheaing her by day, as she by night 

27 * : reciprocal , if land be there , 

oy vs, and inhabitants. Her ſpots thou ſeeſt 

\ chude, and clouds may rain 2 and rain produce 


Tum 5 Y, 
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Fruits in hex ſoſten'd ſoil, for ſome to cat 
Altorted thete: and other ſuns perhaps, 
V;th rhe attendant moons, thou wilt d 
Communicating male, and female, light. 
Mhich two great ſexcs animate the world; 
Stoz' in cach orb, perhaps, with ſome that lee 
For, ſach vaſt room in nature un-poſſeſs 

ing ſoul, deſert, and deſolare , 
Oaly to ghine, yet ſcarce to contribute 


- 
- 


ach otb a elmpſe of light, convey'd ſo fo 
Zown to this habitable, which returns 
gut back to them, is obvious to diſpute, 
Zuty whether thus theſe things, or whether not 
V/ hcether the ſun, predominant in beav n 
iſe on the earth; or carth riſe on the 
Me, from the caſt his flaming rode begin 
Ir she, from wcft her ſilent courſe ados 
With inotfenſive pace (that ſpinning ſicef 
| On her ſoft axle, while she paces ev'n, 
And bears thee ſoft with the ſmooth air en 
Ons not thy thoughts with matters 1:10 
Leave them to God above; Him ſerve, aud! 
Of other creatures, as him pleaſes beſt . 
V/ nere-ever plac'd, let Him diſpoſe: | 
zu what He gives to thee, this Paradiſe, 
And thy fair Eve: heav'n is for thee t00 1; 
To know what paſtes there; be lowly wie: 
Think only what concerns thee, and thy ben 


Dream nor of other worids , what creatures tes 
Nye, 10 what ſtate, conditio n, or degtee; 
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Centented that thus far hath been reveal'd, 
Not of carth only, but of higheſt heav'n. 


I 


To s hom thus Adam, cleat'd of doubt, teply'd. 


ly tally haſt thou ſausfy'd me, pure 


= 


} 

3 telligence of heav'n , Angel! ſerene ! 
And . freed from ntricatics R taucht do live 
e caſieſt way; nor with perplexinę thoughts 
FT interrupt the ſweer of life : from winch 
Col ich bid dwell far-off all anxious e 

J 


ind not moleſt us; unle!s we our [elves 


1 — 3 


del them with wand'ring thoughts, and nottong 

vain. 

E the mind, or ſancv, is to rove 

1 d, and of her roving, 1s no end: 

g d, or by experience taught, che learn, 

dot io know at large of things remote 

1 , obſcure, and ſubrile ; but, to know: 

Wat such before us lies in' daily liſe, 

neprime wiſdom :$ what is more, is ſume , 
tineſs, or fond impertinence; 

Wc renders us, in things that moſt concern, 

N.pradis'd un- prepar'd, and ſtill to ſeck. 

Note from this high pitch let us deſcend 

er flight; and ſpeak of things at hand 

Kal; whence haply mention may ariſe, 

ſomerhing not unſeaionable to ask, 

France , and thy wonted favor deign'd. 

Lee! have heard relating what was done 

Fa Iemembrance : now, hear me relate 

Ty, Fluch perhaps thou haſt net heard: 

= 


Y 


Cl 
I — 
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And day is yet not ſpent : 'till then tho (ee 
lo ſubtly to detain thee 1 deviſe ; 


Aviting these to hear, while | relate : 


Fond ! were it not in hope of thy reply, 

For, while 1 fic with thee, 1 ſeem in h:ay'n : 
And ſweeter thy diſcourſe is to my car 

nan fruits of palm-tree (pleaſanteſt to thi? 
And hunger both, from labor) at the hour 
Of ſweet repaſt: they ſatiate, and ſoon h, 
Ta? picaſant ; but thy words, with grace Civin; 
'mou'd , bring to their ſweerneſs no ſatiety, 


To whom thus Raphael anſwer'd hcav'nly mech 


Nor are thy lips ungraceful, fire of men 

wor tongue in-eloquent : for God on the. 
Abundantly His gifts hath alſo pour'd ; 
Iuvatd, and outward both, His image fair, 
Speaking, or mute, all comlineſs , and grace 
Attends thee ; and, each word, each motion, tors 
Nor leſs think we in heav'n of thee on cath, 
Than of our fel low- ſervant ; and inquic 
Gladly into the ways of God with man 

For, God we ſce hath honor'd thee , and let 
On man His equal love. Say therefore on 
For, I that day was abſent, as befci, 

Bound on à voyage uncouth, and obſcure » 
Far on excurſion toward the gates of hell, 
Squar'd in full legion, (ſuch command we had, 
To ſce that none thence iſſu'd forth a [py : 

Or enemy, while God was in His work 

Leſt He ( inceny'd at ſuch eruption bold) 
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heſtruction with creation might have mix'd, 

Not that they durſt without His leave attempt; 
but us He ſends upon His high beheſts 

© For ſtate, as Sov'reign King; and to inutre 

Jon prompt obedience, Faſt ve found, faſt shut 
me diſmal gates, and barricado'd ſtrong ! 

Tut, long e'er our approaching, heard within 
ENoiſ:, other than the ſound of dance, or ſong ! 
Torment, and loud lament , and furious rage. 
lad ve return'd up to the coaſts of light 

BF: fabbath-ev'ning : ſo we had in charge, 

But, thy relation now! for | attend, 

Pleasd with thy words, no leſs than thou witt. 
| mine. 

de ſpake the God-like Pow'r, and thus our fire- 
Wor man to tell how human life began 

Ws tard ; for, who himſelf beginning knew: 

W:lire with thee ſtill longer ro converſe 

Wicucd me.... . As new wak'd from ſoundeft 
| fleep, 

Pott on the flow'ry herb I found me laid, 

It dalmy ſwear 3 which with his beams the ſun 

Noon dty'd, and on the reaking moiſture ted. 

Mit toward heav'n my wond'ring eyes | turn'd. 
Bid gaz'd a-while the ample sky: till rais'd 

WF) quick inſtinctive motion, up I ſprung, 

Es thitherward indeavouring; and upright 

dod on my feet. About me round I faw 

Will, dale, and Shady woods, ind ſunny plains , 

Ne liquid lap ſe of murm'ring ſtreams ; by theſe , 


Wi 


id ) 
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Creatures that liv'd-, and mov'd, and walk'd 6: 
flew ; 
Birds on the branches warbling : all things \m.l 
With fragrance z - and with joy my heart oer 
fiow'd. 
My ſelf 1 chen perus'd, and limb by lim 
Survey'd, and ſometimes went, and {om 
With ſupple joints, as tis ely vigor Fj 
gut, who I was , or where , or from wha! 
Knew not: ro ſpeak 1 try'd, and forthwith | 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 
Whate'er | ſaw. Thou ſan, ſaid 1, fair lg 
And thou in-lighten'd carth , fo fresh, an 
Ye hills, and dales, ye {ivers, woods , and viair 
| And ye that live, and move, fair creat! 
Tell (if ye {aw ) h ow came thus, how het 
Not of my ſclf . . . « By ſome Great Malle 
In goodacſs, and in pow'r, pre-eminent. 
Tell me, how may 1 Know Him, how ad 
Tom Whom | have that thus I move 
And fect that 1 am happier than | know, 
While thus J card „and ſtray'd I Knew n 
hed 
From where I i 7} drew air, and firſt benel 
This happy ligbt; when anſwer none I 0 
On a green shady bank, profuſe of flow! 
Penfive Il ſat me down... There gentle 3 
Firit found me; and . ith ſoft oppreſſion ſci2C 
My drouſ. 4 ſenſe, unttoubl'd, though tue. 
i then was paſſing to my forme: ſtate 
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Llacble, and forthwith to diſſolve) 

\ n ſuddenly ftood at my hcad a dre mn, 

Woſ ins ard apparition gently mov'd 

i Ir fancy , to believe I yet had Being; 

W:4liv'd, One came, methought, of shape divine, 
Did 2id, « Thy manſion wants thee, Adam, riſe 
ruft man, of men in- numerable ordain'd 

rad Gather ! call'd Ly thee, I come thy guide 
lothe garden of bliſs, thy ſcat prepar'd, » 

laying , by the hand he rook me rais'd ; 

Id over fields, and vaters, as in air; 
Poeth-ſliding without fi-p, laſt led me vp 

roody mountain; whoſe high top was j lain: 
acuit wide- inclos'd, with goodlieſt trees 

ute, with walks, and bow'rs; that what I fas 
Wirth before ſcarce pleaſant ſcem'd. Each tice 
ven with fairctt fruit, that hung to th' eye 
rung, ſt.rd in me ſudden appetite 

Prack, and eat; whereat I wak'd, and found 
pte mine eyes all real, as the dicam 

Kc uvely shadow'd. Here had new begun 
ind'ring, had not He, who was my guide. 
uber, from among the trees appear's , | 
Perce Divine! Rejoicing , but with awe, 
Jration at His feet 1 fell 

Riß: He rear'd me, and, « Whom thou (ouT + 
F hiſt I am 

mildly, « Author cf all this thou ſec 

| dove, or round about thee, or beneath, 
Paradiſe I give thee ; count it thin; 
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« To till, and keep, and of the fruit to cat: 
« Of every tree that in the garden grows 
% Eat frecly with glad heart; fear here no dent 
« Bur, of the Tree whoſe operation bring: 
& Knowledge of Good and Il, which ] have fe: 
The pledge of thy obedience, and thy faith, 
% Amid the garden by the Tree of Life, 
„(Remember what l warn thee ! ) shun to tif 
And shun the bitter conſequence ; for know, 
The day thou eat'ſt thereof, my ſole comma 
«© Tranſgreit, inevitably thou shalt dye; 
& From that Cay mortal: and this happy ſtat? 
te Shalt loſe, expell'd from hence into a worl! 
« Of woe, and ſorrow. „..., Sternly he pronoun 
The rigid interdiction, vhich reſounds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my schotte 
Not ro incur : but, ſoon His clear aſpect 
Rerurn'd, and gracious purpoſe thus renew'd, 
Not only theſe fair bounds , but ail the cart 
« To thee, and to thy race, I give: as lords 
« Poſleſs it, and all things that therein live, 
« Or live in fea, or air, beaſt, fisb, and fon:: 
« In ſign whereof, each bird , and beaſt, behold 
After their kinds: 1 bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thce feat 
„With low ſubjection: underſtand the ſaint 
« Of fish within their wat'ry reſidence ; 
Not hither ſummon'd, ſince they cannot chav 
« Their element, to draw the thinner au.“ 
As thus He ſpake, each bud; and beat, þ-hold 
199 


Arft 
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yrtoaching two and two; theſe, cow'ring low 

W ich blandishment; each bird ſtoop'd on his wing, 

G :am'd them, as they paſs'd, and underſtood 

Heir nature (with ſuch knowledge God indu'd 

dy Sudden apprehenſion ! ) But, in theſe 

bund not what me-thoughr I wanted till ; 

ud to the heav'nly Viſion thus preſum'd. 

| 0, by what name ( for Thou above all theſe , 

bove mankind, or ought than mankind higher, 

Npafſeſt far my naming! ) how may I 

lre Thee, Autor of this univerſe , 

ud all chis good to man? For whoſe well-being 

 anply, and with hands ſo liberal, 

hou haſt provided all things. bur with me 

ke not who parrakes : in ſolitude 

har happineſs , who can enjoy alone! 

|, all enjoying, what contentment find? 

Hus I pre ſumptuous; and the Viſion bright. 

rich a (mile more brighten'd, thus reply'd. 

What call'ſt thou ſolicude ? Is not the carth 

ith various living creatures , and the air, 

plenish'd, and all theſe at thy command 

d come , and play before thee? know'ſt thou not 

ir language, and their ways? They alſo know, 

\ reaſon not contemptibly: with theſe | 

K paſtime, and bear rule; thy realm is large. 

do ſpake the Univerſal Lord, aud ſeem'd 

rd ting: 1, with leave of ſpeech implor'd, 

bumble deprecation, thus reply'd. 

let not my words offend Thee, heav'nly Pow'r! 
Tome I, X 


th 
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My Maker, be propitious while 1 ſpeak ! 
Haſt Thou not made me here Thy ſubſtiture , 
And theſe inferior far beneath me ſer ? 
Among unequals what ſociety 

Can fort, what harmony, or true delight! 
Which muſt be mutual, in proportion due 
Giv'n, and recety'd : but, in diſparity 

( The one intenſe, the other ſtill remiſs ) 
Cannot well ſuit with either, but ſoon prot 
Tedious alike. Of felilowship I ſpeak 

(Such as 1 ſeek, ) fit to participate 

All rational delight; wherein the brute 
Cannot be human conſort : they rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion with lioneſs ; 

So fitly them in pairs Thou haſt combin'd: 
Much leſs can bird with beaſt, or fish with for! 
So well converſe , nor with the ox the ape : 


Worſe, then, can man with beaſt, and least of all. | 
Whereto th* Almighty anſwer'd, not diſplcas@, 


A nice, and ſubtile happineſs, 1 ſee 

Thou to thy ſelf propoſeſt, in the choice 

Of thy aſſociates, Adam! and wilt taſte 

No pleaſure (though in pleaſure ) ſolitaty. 
What think*ſt thou then of Me, and this My ate! 
Secm I to thee ſufficiently poſſeſt 

Of happineſs , ar not, who am alone 

From all eternity? for none I know 

Second to Me, or like; equal much leſs. 

How have I then with whom to hold converſe, 


Save with the creatures which 1 made, and dee 
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»Me inferior , infinite deſcents 
neath what other creatures are to thee? _ 
He ceas'd; I lowly anſwer'd. To attain 
ge height, and depth of Thy eternal ways, 
human thoughts come short, Supreme of 
things! 
ou in Thy ſelf art perfect, and in Thee 
no deficience found. Not ſo is Man, 
Jar in degree; the cauſe of his deſite 
by converſation with his like to help; 
bor ſolace Eis defects. No need that Thou 
Shouldſt propagate, already Infinite; 
And through all numbers abſolute, though Ong. 
but, man by number is to manifeſt 
l angle imperfection; and beget 
1 like of his like , his image multiply'd ; 
hairy de fective; which requires 
all. Wi Collateral love, and dearcſt amity. 
6. WF Thou in Thy ſecreſy although alone, 
WE 5! wich Thy ſelf accompany'd , ſeek'ſt not 
vocial communication: yet, ſo pleas'd , 
Canſt raiſe Thy creature, to what height Thou wilt 
Of union, or communion , Deify'd : 
e! WP! by converſing cannot theſe erct 
tom prone 3 nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I imboiden'd ſpake, and freedom us'd 
Wermiffive , and acceptance found; which gain'd 
Tais anſwer from the gracious Voice Divine. 
Thus far to try thee, Adam! I was pleas'd ; 
pad f lind thee knowing ; not of beaſts alone, 
X 2 


how 
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( Which thou haſt rightly nam'd) but, of thy 
ſelf: 
Expreſſing well the ſpirit within thee free, 
My image, not imparted to the brute : 
Whoſe fellowship therefore un- meet for thee , 
Good reaſon was thou freely shouldſt diſlike ; 
And be ſo minded ſtill. I, e'er thou ſpak'ſt, 
Knew it not good for man to be alone : 
And no ſuch company as then thou ſaw'ſt 
Intended thee : for tryal only brought , 
To ſee how thou couldſt judge of fit, and meet. 
Whar next I bring shall pleaſe thee , be aflur'd, 
Thy likeneſs, thy fit help, thy other ſelf, 
Thy wish, exactly to thy heart's deſire. 
He ended, or I heard no more; for now 
My earthly by His heav'nly over-power'd 
Whith it had long ſtood under, ſtrain'd to tif 
height 
In that cœleſtial colloquy ſublime, 
(As with an object that excels the ſenſe, 
Dazled, and ſpent) ſunk down ; and ſought repait 
Of ſleep , which inſtantly fell on me, call'd 
By nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes He clos'd , but open leſt the cell 
Of fancy, wy internal ſighr ; by which 
(Abſtract as in a tranſe ) methought | ſar, 
Though ſleeping, where I lay, and faw the chap? 
Still glorious before Whom awake 1 ſtood : 
Who ſtooping open'd my left fide , and took 
From thence a rib, with cordial ſpirits wa! 


—— —— — —ꝛꝓ—— 
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Ind life - blood ſtreaming fresh: wide was the 


wound ! 


but, ſuddenly with flesh fill'd up, and heal'd. 

E Tc rib He form'd , and fashion'd with His hands: 
| Under His forming hands a creature grew 

| Man-like , but different ſex : ſo lovely fair! 

Hat what ſeem'd fair in all the world, ſeem'd 


now 

Mean, or in her ſumm'd up, in her contain'd,“ 
And in her looks; which from that time intus'd 
Sreerneſs into my heart, un- felt be fore: 


Ad into all things from her air inſpit'd 
© Tie ſpirit of love, and amorous delight. 
de diſ-appear'd , and left me dack ! I wak'd 


To find her, or for ever to deplore 


Her loſs , and other pleaſures all abjure. 


When out of hope, behold her! not far off 


ach as 1 ſaw her in my dream, adorn'd 
Vich what all earth or heaven could beſtow ; 
| To make her amiable: on she came, 


Led by her heav'nly Maker (though un-ſeen ) 


And guided by His voice; nor un-inform'd 
Of nuprial ſanctity , and marriage rites : 
| Grace was in all her Reps, heav'n in her eye, 


lu every geſture dignity , and love! 


| Loverjoy'd could not forbear aloud. 


This turn hath made amends ! Thou haſt fulfill'd 


| Thy words, Creator bounteous, and benign! 
| Liver of all things fair! bur faireſt this 


Ot all thy gifts! nos envieſt. I now ſee 
2 
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Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, my ſelf 
Before me : woman is her name ; of man 
Extracted : for this cauſe he shall forego 
Father, and mother, and t his wiſe adhere : 
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, one ed 
She heard me thus; and tho? divine ly broug!:, 
Yer innocence, and virgin modeſty , 
Her virtue, and the conſcience of her worth, 
That would be woo'd, and not un- ſought be ven! 
Not obvious, not obrrufive , bur rerir'd , 
The more deſirable, or, to ſay all, 
Nature her ſelf (though pure of ſinful thought 
Wrought 1n her ſo, that ſeeing me, she turn'd, 
I follow'd her; she what was honor knew, 
And, with obſequious majeſty, approv'd 
My pleaded reaſon. ... To the nuptial boy”: 
1 led her, blushing like the morn ; all heav'n; 
And happy conſtellations, on that hour 
Sbed their ſelecteſt influence: the earth 
Gave ſign of gratulation, and each hill: 
Joyous the birds; fresh gales, and gentle airs 
Whiſper'd it to the woods, and from their vin! 
Flung roſe , flung odors from the ſpicy sbrub 
Diſporting 4 rill the amorous bird of night 
Sung ſpouſal, and bid haſte the ev'ning ſtar, 
On his hill-rop co lighr the bridal lawp. 
Thus J have told thee all my ſtate , and brougtt 
My ſtory to the ſum of carthly bliſs, 
Which 1 enjoy : and muſt confeſs to find 
In all things elſe delight indeed; but, ſuch 
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Ac, us'd or not, works in the mind no change 
Nor vchement deſire; theſe delicacies: 


flow'rs , 

Walks, and the melody of birds: but, here 
rar otherwiſe ! tranſported 1 behold, 
Tranſported touch : here paſſion firſt I felt, 
Commorion ſtrange ! in all enjoyments clſe 
Sypcrior, and un-mov'd : here only weak, 
Againſt the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 
Or nature faiPd in me, and left ſome part 
Not proof enough ſuch object to ſuſtain: 
Or from my fide ſubducting, took perhaps 
More than enough: at leaſt , on her beſtow'd 
Ton much of ornameut; in outward shew, 
Fizborate; of 1nward , leſs exact. : 
; Por, well J underſtand in the prime end 

VE raters , her tht inferior; in the minds 

And inward faculties; which moſt excel: 

|: ourwarc ziſo her reſcmbling leis 

imaę who made both; and leſs expreſſing 
co WE {ic co oratter of that dominion giv'n 

Cer other creaturcs. Vet, when I approach 

Her lovelinoſs , ſo abſolute she ſeems , 

ch in herſelt complete, ſo well ro know 

def gon; that what she wills to do, or ſays 
ven! ms wit, virtuoſeſt , diſcreeteſt , beſt : 
| A. higher knowledge in her preſence falls, 
Serroded ; wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
-vics diſcoant nanc'd, and like folly shews 2 

Y 4 


can of taſte, ſight, ſmell, herbs , fruits, and 


— — — —— — 
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Authority, and reaſon, on her wait, 
As one intended firſt, not after made 
Occaſionally : and (to conſummare all) 
Greatneſs of mind, and nobleneſs , their ſear 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an awe 
Abour her, as a guard angelic plac'd. 
To whom the Angel with contracted brow, 
Accuſe nor nature, she hath done her part; 
Do tliou but thine : and not diffident 
Of wiſdom : she deſerts thee not, if thou 
Diſmiſs not her, when moſt thou need'ſt her nigh} 
By attributing over-much to things 
Lefs excellent, as thou thy ſelf perceiv'ſt. 


For, what admir'ſt thou, what tranſports thee ſo! 


An outſide? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing , thy honoring , and thy love; 
Not thy ſubjection. Weigh with her thy ſelf ; 
Then value : oft-rimes nothing profits more 
Then ſelf-eſteem ; grounded on juſt , and right, 
Well manag'd : of that skill the more thou know t, 
The more she will acknowledge thee her head, 
And to realities yield all her shews : 

Made ſo adorn for thy delight the more; 

So awful , that with honor thou may'ſt love 

Thy mate; who ſees, when thou arr ſeen leaſt wiſe, 
Bur if the ſenſe of Touch , whereby mankind 

Is propagated, ſeem ſuch dear delight 

Beyond all other; think the ſame vouchſat'd 
To cartel , and each beaſt; which would not be 
To them made common, and diyulg'd, if ought 
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Drherein enjoy'd were worthy to ſubdue 

ne ſoul of man, or paſſion in him move. 

EV hat higher in her ſociety thou find' ſt 

Inactive, human, rational, love ſtill: 

1loving thou doſt well, in paſſion not; 

herein true love conſiſts not. Love rchnes 

me thoughts, and heart enlarges ; hath his ſeat 
In teaſon, and is judicious; is the ſcale 


; rhich to heav'nly love thou may'ſt aſcend ; 
Not ſunk in carnal pleaſure : for which cauſe , 
uz Nong che beaſts no mate for thee was found 

To whom thus, half abash'd, Adam reply'd. 
either her out- ſide form'd ſo fair, nor ought 
ptocte ation common to all kinds, 

Though higher of the genial bed by far, 

A xith myſterious reverence I deem) 

much delights me, as thoſe graceful acts, 

ole thouſand decencies that daily flow 

am all her words, and actions, mix'd with love, 
ad frect compliance, which deelare un- feign'd 
on of mind, or in us both one ſoul; 

amony to behold in wedded pair! 

e grate ful than harmonious ſound to th' ear. 

r theſe ſubject not: I to thee diſcloſe 


wiſe, Nit inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd: 
o meet with various objects from the ſenſe 
ouſly repreſenting; yet, ſtill free 

| Prove the beſt, and follow what 1 approve. 

de ove, thou blam'ſt me not; for low, thou ſayſt, 

gut 


4 up to Heav'n ; is both the way , and guide; 


—— 
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Bear with me then, if lawful whar I ack: 
Love not che heav'nly ſpirits ? And how telt lh. 
Expreſs they? by looks only? Or, do they ni; 
Irradiance ? Virtual, or immediate, touch 

To hom the Angel, (with a-(mile that gez! 
Celeſtial roſy- red,, love's proper hue ) 
Anſver'd. Let ic ſuffice thee that thou ker 
Us happy, and without love.no happine f. " 
Whatever pure thou in the body cnjoy'?, 
(And pute thou wert created) we envy = 
In eminence : and obſtacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, excluGtye : 
Fafcr than air with air, if ſpirits embsice, 


* 


3 0al thiy ui ; union of pure with pulse 
Dehring ; nor eſhain'd conveyance ne. 
As flesh to wis with flesh, or ſoul w. 1 
But, I can now no more ; the parting iu" 
Beyond rhe carth's green Cape, and vc: alt d 
He/perean ſets, my ſignal to depacr. 
Be ftrong , live happy, and love! But, firlt of 
Him, Whom to love is to obcy , and bes. 
His great command: take heed leſt paſſon 7 
Thy judgment to do ought , which cli: ire: 7 
Would nor admit: thine , and of all thy r 
The weal, or woe, in thee is plac'd bea. 
I in thy perſevering shall rejoice , ; 
And all the Bleſt. Stand faſt ! ro ftind, 019 
Free in thine own arbitrement it 1: 
Perfect within, no outward aid r< 
Aud all temptation to tranſgre!: 
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v ſaying » he aroſe : whom Alam thus 

1 tllow'd with bene didtion. Since to patt! 

[ 0 heav'nly gueſt, ethereal meſcnger, 

Rint from Whoſe ſoy'reign goodneſs 1 adore ! 
T-ncle to me, and affable , hath been 

| by conde ſcenſion, and shall be honor'd ever 
With grateful memory : thou to mankind 
geood, and friendiy ſtiil, and oft return! 

do parted they; the Angel up to heav'n 
Dem the thick shade, aud Adam to his bow'r, 


The end of the eighth Books 
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BOOK IX. 


| The ARGUMENT. 


Satan having compaſs'd the earth, with n- 
| tated guile returns, as a miſt , by night ut 
Paradiſ? , and enters into th? » ſerpent ſl 
ping. Adam and Eve in the morning 
forth to their labors , which Eve pre 
to dwiae in ſeveral places, each dab 
apart: Adam conſents not, alle H 
t: anger, leſt that enemy, of whom th") We 
forewarn'd, Should attempt her found 
Eve (och to be thought not wach 
or firm enough) urges her g ing 4 7 
rather deſirous to make tryai f Ir? 


Adam at {aſt yields : the f 
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done; his ſubtile approach , firſt gazing , 
then ſpeaking , with much flattery extolling 
Ere above all other Creatures, Eve wond'- 
ring to hear the Serpent ſpeak , asks how 
ke arrain'd to human ſpeech , and ſuch under 
landing, not tili now ; the ſerpent anſwers, 
that by taſting of a certain tree in the gar- 
den he attain'd both to ſpeech and reaſon , 
ll then void of both : Eve requires him to 
bring ker to that tree, and finds it to be the 
Ire: of Knowledge forbidden: the ſerpent , 
ww grown bolder , with many wiles , and 
rguments, induces her at length to eat: 
ne, pleas'd with the taſte , deliberates awhi- 
þ whether to impart thereof to Adam, or 
pot : at laſt brings him of the fruit, relates 
har perſuaded her to eat thereof: Adam, 


n firſt amaz d, but perceiving her loft , re- 
ght Ut ſolves ( thraugh vehemence of ve) to pertsh 
ont n her ; and, extenuating the treſpaſs , 
ing WF": alſo of the fruit : the effects thereof in 
pr both + they ſeek to cover their naked- 
ei : then fall to variance, ad accuſation of 
ing! another. 


X 


—_— 


— SO 


254 PARADISE LOST. Book IX; 


N O more of talk where God, or Anrzel-ey;f; 
With man, as with his freind , familiar us'd | 
To ſit indulgent, and with him partake 

Rural repaſt ; permitting him the while 
Venial diſcourſe un-blam'd. I now mul! change 
Thoſe notes to. tragic ! Foul diſtruſt , and breach 
Difloyal on the part of man; revolt, 

And diſobedience : on the part of heaven 

( Now alienated! ) diſtance, and diſtaſte , 
Anger, and juſt rebuke, and judgment piv'n , 
That brought into this world a world of vo: : 1 
Sin, and her shadow Death, and Miſery 
Death's harbinger. Sad task! yer argument 
Not leſs, but more heroic than the wrath 
Of ſtern Achilles on his foe, purſu'd 
Thrice ſugitive about Troy wall: or rage 
Of Turnus, for Lavinia diſeſpous'd: 

Or Neptune's ite, or Juno's, that ſo long 
Perplex'd the Greek, and Cytherea's ſon ; 
If anſwerable ſtyle 1 can obtain 

Of my celeſtial patroneſs , who dcigns 

Her nightly viſitation un-implor'd , 

And dictates to me flumb'ring ; or inſpires 
Faſy my un-premeditared verſe: 

Since firſt this ſubject for Heroic Song 
Pleas'd me, long chuſing, and beginning lar; 
Not ſedulous by nature to indite 
Wars, bitherto the only argumegt 
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Bicroic deem'd; chief maſt'ry to diſſect 

long, and tedious havoc fabled Knights 

& bartels feign'd : (the better fortitude 

Df patience, and Heroic Martyrdom , 

Fi-fung ) or, to deſcribe races, and games; 

©: tilting furniture, emblazon'd shields, 

preſſes quaint , capariſons, and ſteeds z 

les, and tinſel trappings , gorgious knights 

tout, and rornament; then, marshalPd feaſt, 

ed up in hall with ſewers, and ſeneshals ; 

2 skill of artiſice, or office, mean! 

t that which juſtly gives Heroic name 

perſon , or to poem. Me ( of theſe 

tskill'd, nor ſtudious ) higher argument 

ains; ſufficient of itſelf to raiſe 

it name, unleſs an age too late, or cold 

Ware , or years, damp my intended wing 

preſs'd ; and much they may, it all be mine, 

ther's, who brings it nightly ro my car. 

The ſun was ſunk, and after him the tar 

Nefperus , whoſe office is to bring 

Wight upon. che earth (short arbirer 

xt day, and night,) and now, from end to 
end, | 

Pts hemiſphere had veil'd th' horizon round: 


tes ; 
| n Satan , who late fled before the threats 
b:bri-l out of Eden, now improv'd 

ela! cditated fraud , and malice, bent 


Pan's deſtruction , maugte what might hap 
et on himſelf, fearleſs retutn'd. 
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By night he fled, and at mid- night return'd 
From compaſſing the earth; caurious of day, 
Since Uriel, regent of the ſun, deſcry'd 

His enttance, and forewarn'd the Cherubim, 
That keep their watch ; thence full of anguizh 


drivn, 
The ſpace of ſev'n continu'd nights he rode 
With darkneſs ; thric: the equinoRial line / 
He circled ; four times croſs'd the car of night | 
From pole to pole, traverſing each colure : U 


On th' eighth return'd; and, on the coaſt averſe h 
From entrance, or Cherubic watch, by ſtealth 
Found un- ſuſpected way. There was a place, 
Now not, ( tho? lin, not time, firſt wrought th 
change ) 

Where Tigris, at the foor of Paradiſe, 
Into a gulph shot under-ground , till part 
Roſe up a fountain by the Tree of Lite. 
In with the river ſunk , and with it roſe 


Satan, involv'd in rifing miſt 3 then ſought Lab. 
Where to lie hid: ſea he had ſearch'd , and land WP th 
From Eden over Pontus, and the pool If 
Mzotis, up beyond the river Ob- een 
Downward as far antartic ; and in length, | atry 
Weſt from Orontes, to the ocean barr'd # in 

duc 


At Darien: thence, to the land where flows 
Ganges, and Indus. Thus the orb he roam'd 
With narcow ſearch ; and with inſpection deep 
Conſider'd every creature, which of all 
Moſt opportune might ſerve his wiles ; and " 


Mere 
Agro 
Vith 


co 
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me ſerpent ſubt' leſt beaſt of all che field. 

hum after long debate ( irreſolute 

| 0fchoughts re volv'd ) his final ſentence choſe 
Int veſſel, firteſt imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter , and his dark ſuggeſtions hide 

From sharpeſt ſight : for, in the wily ſnake 
Whatever fleights , none would ſuſpicious mark, 
As from his wit, and native ſubtilty 

Proceeding 3 which in other beaſts obſerv'd 

Doubt might beget of diabolic pow'r, 

kiive within , beyond the ſenſe of brute. 

Thus he re ſolv'd, but firſt from inward grief 

His burſting paſſion into plaints thus pour'd. 

O earth , how like to heav'n! if not prefer'd 
loft juſtly, ſeat worthier of gods, as built 

Vith ſecond thoughts, reforming what was old! 
r, what God after better, worſe would build? 
reltrial heay'n ! danc'd round by other heav'ns 
ut shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps 
Lat above light, for thee alone, as ſeems , 

Þ thee concentring all their precious beams 

bi ſacred influence! as God in heav'n 

centre, yet extends to all; ſo thou 

Witring, receiv'ſt from all thoſe orbs: in thee, 
Nin themſelves, all their known virtue appears 
oductive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 


wh 


nt th 


* 

nd ſl creatures animate with gradual life, 

\ deep WE torch, ſenſe, reaſon , all ſumm'd up in Man! 
Di That delight could I have walk'd thee round- 

ind foul could joy in ought : ſweer interchange 


Tome I. Y 
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Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plain: 
Now land, now ſea, and shores with foreſt crown's, 
Rocks, dens, and caves! But, I in none of tueſe 
Find place, or refuge: and the more I ſee 
Pleaſures about me ſo much more I feel 
Torment within me, as from the hateful ſiege 
Of contraries : all good to me becomes 
Baue; and in heav'n much worſe would be my ſtate, 
Bur neither here ſeek I, no nor in heav'n 

To dwell, unleſs by maſt'ring heav*n's Supreme 
Nor hope to be my ſelf leſs miſerable 

By what I ſeek, but others to make ſuch 

As I, though thereby worſe to me tedound. 
For only in deſtroying I find eaſe 

To my relentleſs thoughts: and him dettroy'c, 
Or won to what may work his utter loſs , 

For whom all this was made; all this will {con 
Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe : "3 
In woe then! thar deſtruction wide may range» 
To me shall be the glory ſole among 

Th infernal Pow'rs , in one day to have marr d 
What He Almighty ſtyl'd, fix nights, and day?) 
Continu'd making: and, who knows how long 
Before had been contriving? though perhaps 
Not longer than fince I, in one night, freed 
F;om ſervitude inglorious well nigh halt 

Th” angelic name, and thinner left the threrß 
Of his adorers. He, to be aveng'd, 

And to repair His numbers thus impair d, 

W i{ther ſuch vutue ſpent of old now 14. | 
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1 More Angels to create, if they at leaſt 
Le His created) or, to ſpite us more , 
Wl- Detetmin'd to advance into our room 
* 5 
A creature form'd of carth , and him endow , 
(Exalred from ſo baſe original ! ) 
| With heav'nly ſpoils ; our ſpoils. What He de- 


creed, 
ſtate, he effected; Man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his ſeat, 
ne: Him lord pronounc'd ; and, O indignity! 


dabfected ro his ſervice angel-wings , 

And flaming miniſters, to watch, and tend 

Their earthy charge, Of rheſe the vigilance 

dead: and ro elude, thus wrap*d in miſt 
1 nidnight vapor glide obſcure, and pry 

In every bush, and brake, where hap may find 
ſcon e ſerpent fleeping ; in whoſe mazy folds 

Lo hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
nge. WO foul deſcent! that 1 , who erſt contended 
With Gods to fit the higheſt , am now conſtrain'd. 


arr'd hto a beaſt; and, mix with beſtial {lime , 
| day! This eſſence to incarnate, and im- brute 3 
long What to the height of Deity aſpir'd ! 


Bur, what will not ambition „and revenge 


ed Weſcend to? Who aſpires, muſt down as low 5 
Bs high he ſoar'd ; obnoxious, firſt or laſt, 
1100; e baſeſt things, Revenge » at firſt though ſweet, , 


nter e'er long, back on it ſelf recoiles : 
let it; J reck not, ſo it light well aim'd ! 
vince lgher 1 fall short „on him who next 
NY > - 


His midnighr-ſearch , where ſooneſt he might find 
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Provoke my envy (this new favorite 

Of heay'n, this man of clay, ſon of deſpite , 

Whom, us the more to ſpite , his Maker rai;'4 

From duſt ; ) ſpire then with ſpite is beſt repaid, 
So ſaying, through each thicket, dank or dr 

!ike a black miſt low creeping , he held on 


The ſerpent. Him faſt-fleeping ſoon he found, 
in labyrinth of many a round ſelf-rowl'd; 
is head the midſt, well-ſtor'd with ſubrile vile. 
Nor yet in horrid shade, or diſmal den, 
Nor nocent yet; bur, on the graſly herb, 
Fearleſs unfear'd he ſlept. In at his mouth 
The Devil inter'd; and his brutal ſenſe , 
{ In heart, or head) poſſeſſing , ſoon inſpir'd 
With act intelligential: but, his ſleep 
Piſturb'd not, waiting cloſe th' approach of morn 
Now , when as ſacred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flow'rs , that breath'd 
Ineir morning incenſe , when all things that brea 
the, 
From th' earth's great altar ſend up ſilent praiſe 
To the Creator, and His noſtrils fill 
With grateful ſmell, forth came the human pait 
And join'd their vocal worship to the choir 
Of creatures wanting voice: that done, partake Wi 
The ſeaſon , prime for ſweeteſt ſcents , and airs : Nell! 
Then commune, how that day they belt may ply 
riieir growing work, ( for much their work out 
grew 
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The hands di ſpath of two, gard'ning ſo wide) 

Ande Eve fiilt to her husband thus began. 

Adam well may we labor ſtill to dreſs 

This garden, ſtill ro tend plant, herb, and flow'r, 

our pleaſant task enjoin'd ; but *rill more hands 

Aid us , the work under our labor grows 

Luxurious by reſtiaint: what we by day 

Lop ower-grown , Or prune , or prop, or bind, 

One night or two with wanton growth derides , 

T:nding to wild. Thou therefore now adviſe , 

br hear what to my mind firſt thoughts preſent : 

let us divide our labors ; thou, where choice 

Leads thee , or where moſt needs, whether towind 

he woodbine round this arbor , or ditect 

The claſping ivy where to climb: while 1, 

In yonder ſpring of coſes, intetmix'd 

With myrtle , find what to redreſs 'till noon, 

ir, while ſo near each other thus all day 

Pur task we chuſe, what wonder if ſo ncat 

00ks intervene, and ſmilcs, or object new 

iſual diſcourſe draw on; which intermits 

pur day*s-work ; brought to little, though begun 

ily, and th* hour of ſupper comes un-earn'd. 

To whom mild anſwer Adam thus return'd. 

le Eve, aſſociate ſole , ro me beyond 

pare , above all living creatures dear! 

ell haſt thou motion'd, well thy thoughts em- 
ploy'd, 

ve might beſt fulfil the work, which here 

«bath aſſign'd us; nor of me shalt paſs 
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Unprais'd : (for nothing lovelier can be pound 
In woman, than to ſtudy houshold good; 
And good works in her huſband to promote. 
Let not ſo ſtricly hath our Lord impos'd 
Labor , as to debar us when we need 
Refrechment , whether food, or talk between, 
(Food of the mind) or this ſweer intercourſe 


Of looks, and ſmiles : for , ſmiles {rm rcafor 


flow , 
To brute deny'd, and are of love the food; 
Love, not the loweſt end of human life. 
For, not to irkſome toil , but to delight 
He made ns, and delight ro reaſon join'd. 


The paths, and bow'rs, doubt not but ont goin? 


hands 
Will keep from wilderneſs with eaſe , as il: 
As we need walk; 'till younger hands e'er long 
A ſſiſt us. But, if much converſe perhaps 
Thee ſatiate, to short abſence I could yield 
( For ſolitude ſometimes is beſt ſociety. 
And short retirement urges ſweet return) 
But, other doubt poſſeſſes me; left harm 
Befall thee, ſever'd from me: fot; thou know 
What hath been warn'd us, what malicious foe 
Envying cur happineſs, and of his own 
Deſpairing , ſceks to work us woe, and ehame 
By fly aſſault: and ſomewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to me 
His wish, and beſt advantage, us aſunder : 
Hopeleſs to circumvent us join'd , where each 
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ro other ſpeedy aid might lend at need. 

Whether his firſt deſign be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God; or to diſturb 

Conjugal love; (than which perhaps no bliſs 

Erjoy'd by us excites his cnvy more : ) 

Or this, or worſe, leave not the faithful ſide 

That gave thee Being, ſtill shades thee, and pro- 

tects. 

The wife, where danger, or dishonor lurks , 

Sifeſt, and ſeemlicſt by her huſband ſtays, 

Who guards her, or with her the worſt indure:. 
To whom the virgin-majeſty of Eve, 

As one who loves, and ſome unkindneſs meets, 

teln ſwcer auſtere compoſure thus reply'd. 

Of-fpring of hcay'n, and earth, and all earth's 

ride Lord! 

long et ſuch an encmy we have, who ſeeks 

ur ruin, both by thee inform'd 1 learn, 

id from the parting Angel over-heard; 

$11 a chady nook 1 ſtood behind, 

Jultthen return d at shut of ev'ning flow'rs, 

at, that thou should ſt my firmneſs therefore 

doubt 

o Cod, or thee, becauſe we have a foe 

iy tempt it, I expected not to hear. 

violence thou fear'ſt not, being ſuch 

ve { not capable of death, or pain) 

in ether not receive, or can repel. 

k fraud is then thy fear; which plain infess 

ly equal fear, that my firm faith, and love. 
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Can by his fraud be shaken, or ſeduc'd: 

Thoughts ! which how found they harbor in thy 
breaſt, 

Adam ! miſ-rhoughr of her to thee ſo deat? 

To whom with hezling words Adam reply. 
Daughter of Ged , and man, immortal Eve / 
For , ſuch thou art; from ſin, and blame, cnticeg 
Not. diffi dent of thee do I diſſuade 
Thy abſence from my fight ; but, to avoid 
Th' attempt it ſelf, intended by our foe. 

For, he who tempts, though in vain , at lzalt a 
perſes 
The tempted with dishonor foul ; ſuppos'd 
Nor incorruptible of faith, not proot 
Againſt temptation. Thou thy {cli with ſcorn. 
And anger, would'ſt reſent the offer'd wronr , 
Though in-effeRual found: mil-deem not den: 
If ſuch atfront I labor to avert 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare; 
Or daring , ficſt on me th' aſſault shall light 
Nor thou his malice , and falſe guile, contend: 
subtile he needs muſt be, who could ſeduce 
Angels : nor think ſuperfluous other aid. 
I, from the influence of thy looks, reccive 
Acceſs in every virtue ; in thy fight 
More wiſe , mote watchful , ſtronger, (if ne 
were | 
Of outward ſtrength ) While shame , thou look 
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game to be overcome , or over-reach'd, 
Would utmoſt vigor raiſe , and rais'd unite. 
Viy should'ſt not thou like ſenſe within thee feel 
When 1 am preſent, and thy tryal chuſe 
Vick me, beſt witneſs of thy virtue try'd? 
© ſpake domeſtic Adam in his care, 
And matrimonial love: but Eve, who thought 
leſß attributed to her faith fincere , 
Ihus her reply with accent ſweet renew'd. 
nis be our condition, thus to dwell 
I narcow circuit, ſtraiten'd by a focs 


ſt af IP 
brile, or violent, we not indu'd 
nele With like deſence, Where-ever met; 
low are We happy, ſtill in fear of harm? 
t, harm precedes not fin: only our foe 
rn, | RR 
mpting, afronts us With his foul eſteem 
Q 3 b . 0 . 
Wc ineegrity :. .. . his foul eſteem 
bb bn * 


icks no dishonor on our front, but turns 

ul on himſelf; then Wherefore shunn'd , or 
fear'd, 

Fus? Who rather double honor ga! 


3 m his ſurmi e prov'd falſe ; find peace within, 

- I from heav'n, our witneſs, from th' event. 
td What is faith, love, virtue un-aſlay'd 

5 one, Without exterior help ſuſtain'd? 
tus not then ſuſpect our happy tate 

( if n ſt ſo impetſect by the Maker wiſe, 

x not ſecure to ſingle, or combin'd: 

wall ul 1s our happineſs , if this be ſo, 


1 . 
Elen were no Eden, thus expos d. 
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To whom thus Adam fervently reply'd. 
O woman ! beſt are all things as the will 
Of God ordain'd them : His creating hand 
Nothing imperfe&, ot deficient , left , 
Or all that He created; much leſs man, 
Or ought that might his happy ſtare ſecure, 
Secure from outward force, Within himſclf 
The danger lyes , yet lyes within his power; 
Againſt his will he can receive no harm : 
But, God left free the Will; for, What o! 
Reaſon, is free: and reaſon He made rip: 
Bur, bid her well beware, and (till ere. 
Leſt by ſome ſair appearing-good ſurpri d, 
due ditare falſe; and niſ-inform the will 
o do what God exprelly hath forbid. 
Not then miitruſt , but tender love, in 
hat Ishould mind the? oft; and mind ©! 


[ 
Firm we ſubiilt, yer poſſible to ſwerve; 
©nce reaſon no: impoſſibly may meet 
Some ſpeci dus object by the foe ſuborn's ; 
And fall into deception unaware , 

Rot keeping ſtricteſt watch, as she was 
Seck not tempration then, Which to a: 
Were better: and moſt likely, if from me 
hou ſcver not; tryal will come un- ſought. 
Woulcd'ſt thou approve thy conſtancy ? Approvel 
Firſt thy obedience : th' other who can &£n0% 
Nor ſecing thee attempred 2 who artrcl: * 
But, is thou think tryal un- ſought may find 


Vr both ſcurer , than thus warn'd thou fem“ 
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Go! «+. for thy ſtay, not free, abſents thee more; 
Go in thy native innocence ! rely 
On what thou haſt of virtue; ſummon all! 
for God tow'res thee hath done His part, do thines 
So ſpake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve 
Perfiſted,, yer ſubmiſs, though laſt, reply'd. 
With thy permiſſion then, and thus fotewarn'd, 
Cluefly by What thy own laſt reaſoning words 
| Touch'd only; that our tryal, when leaſt ſought, 
May find us both perhaps far leſs prepar'd , | 
villinger 1 go : nor much expect 
A foe ſo proud will firſt the weaker ſeek ; 
bent, the more shall shame him his repulſe, 
ſaying, from her auſban nd her hand 
ne withdrew; and like a Wood-Nymz 
read, or Dryad , or of Delia's train, 
took her to the groves : but Delia's ſelf 
ſarpaſ;'d, and Goddeſs-like deport: 
h not as she, With bow and quiver arm 
nich ſuch gard'ning-tools as art, 3 
'rleſs of re had ſorm'd, or Ang 
Dales, or Pomona , thus gdorn'd , 
she ſeem'd, { Pomona , When she fled 
or to Ceres in her prime , 
»in of Proſerpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his eye purſu'd 
Pilehted! but deſired more her ſtay. 
dhe to her his charge of quick return 
pepcared 3 she to him as oft engaged 
b ve teuttn'd by noon amid the bow'r 
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And all things in beſt order, to invite 
Noontide repaſt, or afternoon's repoſe, 


O much deceiv'd, much ſailing, (hapleſs EY.) 


Of thy preſum'd return! event perverſe ! 
Thou never from that hour iu Paradiſe 
Found'ſt either ſweet repaſt or ſound repos 1 


Such ambush, laid among ſweer flow'rs, and $hadzy, 


Waited with hellish rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or ſend thee back 
Deſpoil'd of innocence, of faith, of bliſs !..., 


For now, and ſince firſt break of dawn, the fend 


(Mere ſerpent in appearance) forth was come: 
And on his queſt, Where likelieſt he might find 
The only two of mankind ; but in them 

Ine whole included race, his purpos'd prey, 

In bow'r, and field he ſought, where any tust 
Of growe, or garden-plot more pleaſant lay , 
Their tendance , or plantation for delight, 

By fountain, or by $hady rivuler. 

He ſought them bor, bur wish'd his hap might hr 


Eve ſeparate : he wish'd , but not with hope 


Of what ſo ſeldom chanc'd : when to his sich; 


Beyond his hope, Eve ſeparate he ſpic«, 


Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she ftocd, 


Half-ſpy*d , ſo thick the rofes bushing round 
About her glow'd ; half-ſtooping to ſupport 
Each flow'r of ſlender talk , whoſe head rho 
Say 
Carnation, purple, azure, or ſpeck'd with gal 


Hung drooping un-ſuſtain'd ; them she b 
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Gatly with myrtle-band; mindleſs the while 
yer elf, though faireſt un- ſupported flow'r, 
from her beſt prop ſo far, and ſtorm ſo nigh! | 
Newer he drew, and many a walk travers'd 
(t ſtatelieſt covert, cedar, pine, or palm; 


nen voluble, and bold; now hid, now ſeen, 
among thick-woven arboretsS, and fiow'rs, 


In-5-rd42r'd on cach bank, the hand of Eve: 

dot more delicious! than thoſe gardens icign'd 
br of reviv'd Adonis; or renown'd 
{ inaus , hoſt of old Laertes' ſon ; 
Cr that, not myſtic , where the ſapient Ring 
Held dalliance with his fair Ægyptian ſpouſe, ) 
Much he the place admir'd, the perſon more : 


_— —— ———_— 


Az one who long in populous city pent , 


Vhere houſes tluck, and ſewers, annoy the air, | 
forth-iſſuing on a ſummer's morn, ro bricatiie | 
Among the pleaſant villages, and farms | 


Adjoin'd, from cach thing met conceives delight; 


The ſmell of grain, or tedded graſs, or kine , 


Ot dairy , each rural ſight , cach rural ſound : 
If chance with nymph-like ſtep , fair virgin paſs, 
hat plealing ſeem'd, for her now pleaſes more; 
Vie moſt, and in her look ſums all delight: : 
dach plealure took the ſerpent to behold 
This flow'ry plat, the ſweer receſs of Eve 
Thus caily , thus alone. Her heav'nly form 
Angelic, (but more ſoft, and feminine ) 
Her grace ful innocence, her every air 
Ot geſture, or leaſt action, over-aw'd 

2 3 
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His malice, and, with rapine ſweet, bereay'd 
His fierceneſs of the fierce intent it brought, 
That ſpace the Evil One abſtracted ſtood 
From his own evil, and for the time remains 
Stupidly good; of cnmity diſarm'd , 

Of guile , of hate, of envy, of revenge. 

But, the hot hell that always in him burns, 
Though in mid-heav'n, ſoon ended his delt! 
And tortures him now more, the more he { 
Of pleaſure , nor for him ordain'd : then, {ocn 
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of miſchiet, gtatulating, thus excites. 


Thoughts, whither have ye led me! wich zun! 


ſweet 
Compulſion thus tranſported , to forget 
What hither brought us ! hate, not love; 305 
hope 
Of Paradiſe for hell, hope here to taſte 
Of pleaſute; but all pleaſure to deſtroy , 
Save what is in deſtroying; other joy 
To me is loſt! Then, let me not let paſs 
Occaſion, which now ſmiles. Behold alons 
The woman , opportune to all attempts 
Her huſband (for | view far round) not ng, 
Whoſe higher intellectual more I shun, 
And firenpth , of courage haughty , and of lunb 
Heroic built, though of terreſtrial mold; 
Foe nor informidable ! exempr from wound 
1 nor : { fo much hath hell debas'd and pa' 
lafeebled me, to what I was in heav'n! ) 
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gde fair, divinely fair! fit love for Gods! 
Not tettible: chough terror be in love, 
and beauty not approach'd by ſtronger hate; 
hte, ſttonger under shew of love well feign'd 5 
1-2 way which to her ruin now tend. 

Co mos the enemy of mankind , inclos'd 

- ſerpent , inmate bad! and toward Eve 
itreſs d his way: not with indented wave, 

ne on the ground, as fince ; bur cn bis rear, 
(:tcular baſe of nfing folds , that ro <r'd 
feld above fold, a ſurging maze! His head 
(:oſted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes; 
Wh burnish'd neck of verdant gold, erect 
4m16k his circling ſpires , that on the graſs 
Hoated redundant : pleaſing was his sbape, 
And lovely! Never fince of ſerpent- kind 
lovelier 3 not thoſe that in Hyria chang d 
Hermione , and Cadmus ; or the God 

In Epidaurus : nor to 3 trans form'd 
fnmonian Jove , or Capitoline was ſeen; 
ne, with Olympias ; this with her who bore 
dio, the height of Rome. With tract oblique 
atrhrſt, (as one who ſought acceſs , but fear'd 
lo interrupt) ſide long he works his way : 


4 1 
— 


% when a ship, by skilſul ſteers-man wrought 
Veh river's mouth, or fore-land, where the wind 
\eers oft, as oft ſo ſteers, and shifts her fail: 
$0 e he, and of his tortuous train 

d many a wanton wreath , in ſight of Eve, 
date her eye. She buſicd, heard the ſound 
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Of ruſling leaves, but minded not, as us0 
To ſuch diſport before hei through the field, 
From every beaſt ; more dutious at her call, 
Than at Circean call the herd diſguis'd. 
He , bolder now, un- call'd before her ſtood; 
But, as in gaze admiring : oft he bow d 
His turret creſt , and ſleck - enamel'd neck, 
Fawning ; and lick'd the ground whereon she trod, 
His gentle dumb expreſſion turu'd at length 
The eye of Eve, to mark his play: he, glad 
Of her attention gain'd , ( with ſerpeni-topguz 
Organic, or impulſe of vocal alt) 
His fraudulent temptation thus began. 
Wonder not, ſev'reign miſtreſs ! it perhaps 
Thou canſt , who art ſole vonder; much leis arm 
Thy looks, the heav'n of mildneſs , with diſdan g dot 
Diſpleas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze, 1 
Inſaciate ; 1 thus fingle ; nor have fear'd me 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd. l bry 
Faireſt reſemblance of thy Maker fair ! Fi f 
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Thee all things living gaze on, all things tine To 
By gift, and thy cœleſtial beauty adore , | a 
With ravishment behcld ! there beſt beh:ld, MF" co 
Where univerſally admir'd : but, here dat t 
In this incloſure wild, theſe beaſts among, 

1 ar 


( Bcholders rude, and shallow to diſcern 
Half what in thee is fair ) one man except, 
Who ſees thee ? and, what is one! who should{b2 


ſeen 
A. Goddeſs among Gods, ador'd , and ſerv © 
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„ Angels numberleſs, thy daily train. 

$ gloz'd the tempter, and his prozm tun'd: 
to the heart of Eve lis words made way, 

ſroagh at the voice much marvelling: at length; 
Not un amaz'd, she thus in anſwer ſpake 

What may this mean? Language of man pros 

nounc'd 

od; tongue of brute , and human ſenſe expreſs'd ! 
ſe ft , at leaſt, of theſe 1 rhoughr deny'd 
[© beaſts ; whom God , on their creation-day , 
rated mute to all articulate ſound : 
F:c latter I demur; for, in their looks 

uch reaſon, and in their actions, oft appears. 


s Mice, crpent, ſubtil'ſt beaſt of all the held 

m le; but not with human voice indu'd. 

ain J double then this miracle, and ſay, 

le. camꝰſt thou ſpeakable, of mute; and how 


me fo friendly grown above the reſt 

brutal kind, that daily are in fight ? 

' for, ſuch wonder claims attention due. 

lo whom the guileful remprer thus reply'd 2 

preſs of this fair world , reſplendent Eve / 

to me it is to tell rhee all 

at thou command'ſt ; and right thou shouldſt 
be obey'd. 

# at hi. ſt as other beaſts, that graze 

todden herb . of abject thoughts, and low, 

das my food j nor ought, but food, diſcern'd, 

er; aud apprehended nothing high. 

on a day roving the field, 1 chanc'd 
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A goodly tree far-diſtant to behold, 
Loaden with fruit of faircſt colors mix'd. 
Ruddy, and gold: I nearer drew, to gare; 
When from the boughs a ſavory odor blown ; 
Grateful to apperite ! more pleas'd my ſenſe 
Than ſmell of ſweeteſt fenel, or the teats 
Of ewe, or goat, dropping with milk at cy, 
Unſuck'd of lamb , or kid, that tend their 312. 
To ſatisfy th: sharp deſite 1 had 
Of taſting thoſe fair apples, I reſolv'd 
Not to defer : hunger, and thirſt, at once, 
Pow" fal perſuaders: quicken'd ar the ſcent 
Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me ſo been. 
About the moſſy trunk I wound me toon ; 
(For, high from ground, the branches would reg 
quire 
Thy utmoſt teach, or Atam's ) re ind the tree 
All other beaſts that ſaw, with like Je fire ; 
Longing, and envying ſtood , bur could nor reac 
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting ſo nigh, to pluck, and eat my fi 
I ſpar'd not; for, ſuch pleaſure till tl n 
At feed, or fountain, never had 1 founc 
Sated at length, e*er-long I might percety: 
Strange alrcration in me, to degice 
Of reaſon in my inward pow'rs ; and eech 
Wanted not long; though to this shape 7054 
Thence forth to ſpeculations high , or deep? 
J turn'd my thoughts; and, with capacions 
Conſider'd all things viſible in heav " 
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Io: earth, or middle; all things fair, and good: 
it, all that fair, and good, in Thy divine 
mhlance , and in Thy beauty's heav'nly ray 
-»d I beheld ; no Fair to Thine 
Niralent, or ſecond ! which compell'd 
Nt chus, though importune perhaps, to come 
ul caze , and worship Thee , of right declar'd 


1 
c 
* 
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ien of creatures, univerſal dame! 


| ſo talk'd the ſpirited fly ſnake ; and Eve, 

N more amaz'd, unwary thus reply'd. 

Ferpent thy over-prailing leaves in doubt 

N viccue of that fruit, in thee firſt prov'd. 

a lay, where grows the tree; from hence how 


far? 
& many are the trees of God that grow 
Paradiſe , and various, yet unknown 
du; in ſuch abundance lyes our choice, 
þl:2ves a greater ſt re of fruit un-rouch'd 
kl hanging incorruptible, till men 
ur up to their proviſion, and more hands 
ki» to diſ- burden nature of her birth. 
To whom the wily adder , blithe, and glad. 
porets ! the way is ready; and not long; 
dend a row of myrtles, on a flat, 
by a fountain, one ſmall thicket paſt 
N myrrh, and balm: if thou accept 
„duct, I can bring thee thither ſoon. 
le then, ſaid Eve. He leading ſwiftly rowl'd 
welts, and made intricate ſeem ſtrait, 
$Ochief ſwift: hope ele vates, and jey 
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Brightens his creſt : as when a wand'ring fte, 
Compact of unctuous vapor, whick the night 
Condenſes, and the cold inviron« round, 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
( Which oft, they ſay, ſome evil ſpitit attend 
Hovering , and blazing with d-luſtye 1; 
Miſ-1-24s th' amaz'd night- wanderer from hi; rf 
Througi bogs , and mires , and oft thro pod, 
pool ; 

There ſwallow'd up, and loſt, from f1:cor fu! 
So gliſtzr'd the dire ſnake, and into ang 
Led Eye, our credulous mother, ro the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe ! 
Which when she law, thus to her £4ile sbe ral 

Serpent! we might have ſvar'd our coming 

ther, 

Fruitleſs ro me, thouęh fruit be here to excel 
The credit of whoſe virtue reſt with thee ; 
Wond'rous indeed, if cauſe of ſich effects! } 
Bur, of this tree we may not taſte, nor touch 
God ſo commanded; an left that 5 
Sole daughter of His voice: the reſt, we le 
Law to our ſelves ; our reaſon is our las. 

To whom the tempter guilefully repiy'c. 
Indeed! Hath God then ſaid that of the fal: 
Of all theſe-garden- trees ye shall not cat, 
Yer lords decla 'd of all in cath, or alt? 

To whom thus Eve, yet ſinleſs. Ot! che fluitſ 
Of each tree in the garden we may bat; 
But, of the fruit of this fair tree, 2d 
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d earden, God hath ſaid, Ye shall not cat 

of, nor shall ye touch ir , left ye die. 

be ſcarce had ſaid , tho? brief, when now more 
bold 

tempter ( but, with shew of zeal, and love 

nan, and indignation at his wrong ) 

7 part puts on; and, as to paſſion mov'd, 

Fuates diſturb'd, yet comely, and in act 

ud, as of ſome great matter to begin. 

then of old ſome orator renown'd, 

tens, ot fiee Rome, where eloquence 

wtih'd ( frace mute ! ) to ſome great cauſe ad- 

dreſs'd, 

d in himtelf collected; while each part, 

ton, cach act, won audience, e'et the tongue; 

et mes in height began, as no delay | 

ace brooking , through his zcal of right: 


1 landing , moving, or to height up-grown , 

. Etempter all im- paſſion'd, thus began. 

by: 0 acre, wiſe, and wifdom-giving plant, 
of ſcience ! now 1 feel thy pow'r 

5 un me clear; not only to diſcern 


5 in their caufes, but to trace the ways 

gheſt agents, decm'd however wiſe. 

Ken of this univerſe ! do not believe 

tle tigid threats of death: ye shall not die: 
rhould ye? by the fruit? it gives you life 
howledge: by the threatner? Look on me, 
Tho have touch'd, and taſted; yer both live, 
Like more perfe& have attain'd than fate ; 
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Meant me, by venturing higher than my lo; 
Shall that be shut to man, which to the beat 
Is open? Or will God incenſe his irc 
For ſuch a petty treſpaſs ? and nor praiſe 
Rather your dauntleſs virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denounc'd (whatever thing death be) 
Deter'd not from atchieving what might I-24 | 
To happier lite, knowledge of good, and en?! 
Of good, how juſt ? of evil, (if what 1s cyl! 
Be rcal ) why not known, fance caſic: 0 
God therefore caunor hurt ye, and be 1ull 
No, juit, not God; nor fear'd then, nor 0! 
Your fear it ſelf of death removes the fear, 
Why then was this forbid 2} Why, but to 
Why, but to Keep you low, and ignorant; 
His worshippers, He knows that int! 
You cat thereof, your eve (chat fe m ſo 
Yer are but dim) shall perfee 
SD 4. and clear'd: and ye shall be as Cod; 
Knowing both good, and cvil, as they know. 
That ye shall be as Gods, ſince 1 as man, 
Internal man, is but proportion mect : 
EL of brute, himan; ye of human, Cos, 
So ye shall die perhaps, by putting eff 
Human, to put on Gods; death to be en 
Tho? chreaten'd, which no worſe than d licite 
bring! 
And what are Gods, that man may nat beceas IGtcar 
8 they, participating god-like food * _ 
he gods are ſirſt, and that advantage ble t. 


ly be 5 
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« our belief , that all from them proceeds: 
deſtion it! for this fair earth I ſee 
F::m'4 by the ſun , producing every kind; 
tn, nothing: if they all things, who in-clos'd 
ovledge of good, and evil, in this tree, 
. whoſo cars thereof, forthwith attains 
em without their leave? and wherein lies 
offenſe , that wan should thus attain to know? 
at can your hnowledge hurt Him, or this tree 
4 art againſt His will, if all be His ? 
is it envy ? And can envy dwell 
denvenly breaſts: ... Theſe, theſe, and many 
mote 
uſes, import your need of this fair fruit, 
dels humane, reach then, and treely rate 


* 


15 ended 5 and his words 7 rel Icte wy 


* 
S%&AL 2 Hille 2 
— 


2 het he art too eaſy entrance von: 

ud on the fruit she gaz d, xhich to bshold 

| tempt alone: and in her cars the ſound 
gung of his perſuative words, unpregn'd 
acaſon , (to her ſeeming ) and with truth: 
chile the hour of noon drew on, and wak'd 
ezer appetite , rais'd by the ſmcll 

avory of that fruit; which with deſire , 

Kinable now grown to touch, or raſte ) 

led her longing eye: yet firſt 

Flag a while, thus to her ſelf she mus'd. 

bicat are thy virtue, doubtleſs, beſt of fruits! 
daga kept from man, and worthy to be admit'd; 
ale taſte, too long for born, at {1ſt aſſag 


. 
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Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for ſpeech, to ſpeak t 1 
praiſe, | 
Thy praiſe He alſo , who forbid thy uſe, 
Conceals not from us, naming thee the Tive 
Of knowledge; knowledge both of good, and 
Forbids us then to taſte ! But, His forbiddir 
Commends thee more, while it infers the g. 
By thee communicated, and our want : 
For, good un-known, ſure is not had; oc had, 
And yet un-known, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids He bur to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wiſe? 
Such prohibitions bind not... . . But, if Death 
Bind us with after-bunds, whats profits then 
Our inward freedom? In the day we cat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall dit... 
How dies the ſetpent? he hath eat'n ard lives g 
And knows, and ſpeaks, and reaſons, aud diicerny 
Irrational *rill then, For us alone 
Was death invented? or, ro ns den' 
This intellectual food, for beaſts referv'c ? 


* 92 


LE 

' 1 9 

For beaſts it ſeems! yet, that on- beat whie 1 
Hatli taſted, envies not; but brings wh bo 
The good befall'n him; author un- ſuſpect , 1 


Friendly to man, far from deceit, or guile. 
What fear ] then? rather, what know to tea! 
Under this ignorance of good, and evil, 
Of God, or Death, of law, or penalty 


Here grows the cure of all, this fruit %, 
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Fic to the eye, inviting to the taſte , 

0 victue to make wiſe ! What hinders then 
teach, and feed at once both body, and mind? 
oo ſaving , her rash hand in evil hour 

ſerth- teaching to the fruit, she pluck'd, she eat! 
lu felt the wound; and Nature from her ſeat , 


go ing through all her worke, gave ſigns of woe 
0 all was loſt. Back to the thicker flunk 


be cuilty ſerpent :; and well might: for, Eve 
rent now wholly on her taſte, nought elſe 
karded 3 ſuch delight fill then, as ſecm'd, 
tft he never taſted, whether true, 

NETS ur 1 Hake! 

facy'd ſo. through expcaation high 
knowl:dge 53 nor was God = head from her 


zlily che ingorg'd without reſtraint ; 

wu hne not eating + icath ! Satiate at length, 

bl heightein'd 2s with wine, jocund, and boon, 
ws to her ſelf she pleaſingly began. 

0for'reign , virtuous, pretious of all trecs 
Mradiſe! of operation bleſt 

 ſaprence ! hitherto obſcur'd, in-fam'd, 


. 
4 0 
* 


T 
«thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
wee: but, henceforth my carly care 

ot without ſong, each morning, and due praiſe) 
l tend thee, and the fertil burden eaſes 

"Wy nll branches, offer'd free to all: 


4 dicted by thee, I grow mature 


$2 I 
i. 


Wh others envy what they cannot give: 
Tone I. A a 


ovledge, as the Gods, who all things know; 


—— —ũ—— ꝙP 7D "Oar — — — - 
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For, had the gift been theirs, it had not lete n 
Thus grown. Experience, next, to thee I one hi In 
Beſt guide ! not following thee, I had remain'd Fr 
In ignorance ;z thou open'ſt wiſdom's way, * 
And giv'ſt acceſs, though ſecret she retire. 0 
And I perhaps am ſecret : heav'n is high , 3 
High, and remote to ſee from thence diſtinc As 
Each thing on earth; and other care, perhaps, WM Cr: 
May have diverted from continual watch Fol, 
Our Great Forbidder, ſafe with all His pics Yet 
About Him... . . But, to Adam in what ſort M 
Shall I appear ? shall I to him make known Wan 
As yet my change , and give him to paitakz Wl: 
Full happineſs with me? or rather not; | os 
Burt keep the odds of knowledge in my pos Far 
Without co- partner? ſo to add what wants A b 
In female ſex, the more to draw his love New 
And render me more equal; and perhaps, Tho 
{ A thing not un- deſirable) ſometime WT Cam 
Superior : for inferior, who is free? Wii 
This may be well... . But what if God have fat 

And Death enſue? Then I chall be no more H 
and Adam, wedded to another Eve Thee 
$1:2!l 1:ye with her enjoying, 1 extinct ; Th 
A. death to think! Confirm'd then I reſo: Not 


Adam shall share with me in bliſs, or wor: Mean 
So dear I love him, that wich him, all d-4t3 . 
I could endure; without him live no lite, 

So ſaying , from the tree her ſtep she 577 


it ſirſt low reverence done, as to th 


% 
— — 
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Thar dwelt within; whoſe preſence had infus'd 
Into che plant ſciential ſap, deriv'd 

F-om Nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while 
Waiting deſirous her return, had wove 

Of choiceſt flow'rs a garland ro adorn 

Her treſſes, and her rural labors crown : 

As reapers oft are wont their Harveſt-Queen. 
Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 
folace in her return, ſo long delay'd : 

Yet oft his heart, divine of ſomething ill , 
Miſrave him; he the faultring meaſure felt 
And forth to meet her went, the way she took 
That morn , when firſt they patted. By the tree 
Ot knowledge he mult pais ; there he her met; 
ſcarce from the tree returning: in her hand 

A bow of faireſt fruit, that downy ſmil'd , 

New gather'd, and ambroſial ſmell diffug'd> 

Tio him $he haſted; in her face excuſe 

Cine prologue , and apology too prompt; 


Wich, with bland words at will, she thus ad- 


dreſs'd. 
Haſt thou not wonder'd, Adam, at my ay? 


Thee U have miſs'd , and thought it long, depriy'd 


lay preſence z agony of love! ill now 
Net felt, nor shall be twice; for, never more 
Mean Ito try, { what rash un- try'd 1 ſought) 
The pain of abſence from thy ſighr. But ſtrange 
at been the cauſe, and wonderful to hear. 
Tus tree is not, as we are told, a tree 
v danger , taſted ; nor to evil un-known 

44 2 
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Op*ning the way; but, of divine effect, 

To open eyes, and make them Gods who fe + 
And hath been raſted ſuch. The ſerpent wite 
(Or not reſtrain'd as we, or not obeying ) | 
Hath eaten of the fruit ; and is become 

Nor dead, as we are threaten'd; but, henc:forr 
Indu'd with human voice, and human ſors. 
Reaſoning to admiration ! and with me 
Perſuaſively hath ſo prevaiPd, that! 


Have alſo taſted, and have alſo found =: / 
TI effects to correſpond : opener min? cyes , fen 
Dim erſt; dilated ſpirits, ampler heart , dn 
And growing up to Godhead; which for thee etal 
Chiefly I ſoughr ; without thee can deſpile: Yer 
For, bliſz, as thou haſt part, to me is bis; f 
Tedious nn-$har'd with thee, and odious ſoon. live 
Thou therefore alſo taſte, that equal lot ld 
May join us; equal joy, as equal love: Nth: 
Left thou not taſting , different degree 
Dis- join us, and I then roo late renounc* lin 
Deity for thee, when fate will net permit. 8: © 

Thus Eve with count'nance blithe her Rory 10:0 en. 
Rut, in her cheek diſtemper fluching glow'd. ob. 
On th' other fide, Alam, ſoon as he heard een 
The fatal treſpaſs done by Eve , amaz d Ute] 


Aſtonied ſtocd , and blank! while horror ch in 
Ran through bis veins, and all his joint: rel d, e. 
From his flack hand the garland vreath d for a 3 
Down drop*d, and all the faded roſes she!!! 
Specch!gſs he Rood, and pale! *rill thus t f 
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t to himſelf he inward ſilence broke. 
0 faireſt of creation ! laſt, and beſt 
{al God's works! Creature, in whom excell'd 
hate ver can to ſight, or thought, be form'd, 
ly, divine, good, amiable, or ſweer! 
or art thou loſt! how on a ſudden loſt , 
fac d, defiow'r'd, and now to death devote 
ater, bow haſt thou yielded to tranſgreſs 
: init ſorbiddance ! how, to violate 
e ſacred fruit forbidd'n ! Some curſed fraud 
ſenemy hath beguil'd thee , yet un-bnovn; 
„d me vith thee hath ruin'd: for with thee 

. nan my teſolution is to die! 
ran | live without thee ! how forego 
feet converſe, and love, ſo dearly join'd, 
Hive again in theſe wild woods fotlotn! 
Mud God create another Eve. and 1 
her rib afford, yet loſs of thee 

d never from my heart: no, no! I feel 
{link of nature draw me: flesh of flech,, 
be of. my bone thou art, and from tby ſtare 
016 WF fever shall be parted, blifc or woe ! 
0 having ſaid , as one from ſaid diſmay 


1 tomſorted, and, after thoughts diſturb'd , , 
ating to whar ſeem'd remedileſs, 

kill in calm mood his, words to Eve he turn'd, 

lad decd chou haſt preſum'd, advent'rous Eve 

Een great provok'd, who thus hath dar'd . 


been only covering to cye 
cred fruit: ſacred to abſtinence ; 


* 


« 
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Much more to taſte it, under bann to touch. 
But, paſt who can re-call, or done un-do! 
Not God Omnipotent, nor fate! Yer ſo 
Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fa 
Is not ſo heinous now, fore-taſted fruit, 
Profan'd firſt by the ſerpent, by him firff 
Made common, and un-halloy*d , e'er our taste 
Nor yet on him found deadly; he yet lives; 
Lives, as thou ſaid'ſt; and gains to live, a m4 
Higher degree of life: inducement {irons 
To us, as likely taſting to attain 
Proportional aſcent; which cannot be 
But to be Gods, or Angels, Demi gods, 
Nor can I think that God, Creator wil: ! 
Though threatning, will in carncft fo 
Us, His prime creatures ; digniſy'd ſo 
Set over all His works; which in our (a! 


Dependent made: ſo God shall un-cr: 
Be fruſtrate , do, un-do, and labor 10 
Nor well conceiv'd of Cod: Who ( ito hs! 


Creation could repeat) yer would be n mit 
Us to abolish; leſt the adverſary © 1t 
Triumph, and ſay; « Fickle their ſtate «110 Wi ny 
« Moſt favors ! who can pleaſe him long? Mc For 
« He ruin'd ; now mankind ; whom v1: . ne ne eere. 


+ 


Matter of ſcorn, not to be giv'n the toe 
However 1 with thee have fix'd my lot 
Certain to undergo like doom : if dea 
Coniort with thee , death is to me 25 
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b forcible within my heart, I feel 

e bond of nature draw me to my on: 

Vs own in thee ! ſor , what thou art is mine: 

hu ſtate can not be ſever'd, we ate one, 

ze flesh; to loſe rhee were to loſe my ſelf, 

$ Adam; and thus Eve to him reply'd. 

lorious tryal of exceeding love, 

luſttious evidence, example high, 

neging me to emulate! but, short 

{thy perfection, how shall J attain, 

in? from whoſe dear ſide 1 boaſt me ſprung; 
id gladly of our union hear thee ſpeak, 

te heart, one foul in both! whereof good proot 
uw day afords ; declaring thee reſolv'd, 

ther than death, or ought than death more dread, 
U ſeparate us { link'd in love ſo dear!) 
bundergo with me one guilt , one crime, 

any be) of taſting this fair fruit: 

oſe virtue (for of good {till good procecds , 
beet, or by occaſion) hath preſented 

8 happy tryal of thy love; which clic 

minently never had been known, 

it J thought death menac'd would enſuz 
ny attempt, I would ſuſtain alone 

tvorſt, and not perſuade thee ; rather di- 
encd, than oblige thee with a fac 

uous to thy peace; chiefly , aſſur'd 
ably ſo late of thy ſo true, 

athful love un-egqual'd, But, I fee! 
Merwiſe th? event, not death, but 1:ſe 


—— — g —m 
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Augmented; open'd eyes, new hopes, new joy: 
Taſte ſo divine! that what of ſweet before 1 
Hath touch'd my ſenſe, flat ſ:ems to this and har 
On my experience, Adam! freely taſte, 4 
And fear of death deliver to the winds, 

So ſaying , she embrac'd him, and for joy 
Tenderly wept ; much von, that he hi; love 
Had ſo en- nobled, as of choice t' incur 
Divine diſpleaſure for her ſake , or death. 
In recompenſe ( for ſuch compliance bad 
duch recompenſe beſt merits ) from che beugh 
She gave him of that fair-inticing fruit; 
With liberal hand: he ſcrupled not to ct , 
Again his better knowledge; not deceive, 


But fondly overcome with female cham, 51 
Earth trembled from her entrails , as again Tt 
In pangs; and nature gave a ſecond groan : tn ; 
Sky lowr'd , and mutt'ring thunder, ſome (ac 4": 
Wept, at complcating of the mortal \'" pet 
Original! while Adam took no thong ht E 
Eating his fill; nor Exe to irerzrc M01 
Her former treſpaſs fear'd ; the more ! ap {72 
Him with her lov'd ſociety :; that now tan 
(As with new wine intoxicated both) i 0 
They ſwim in mirth, and fancy that te) fel & 


Divinity within them breeding wings, 
Wherewirh to ſcorn the earth. But, that falſe 


Far other operation firſt diſ-play'd ! a the 
Carnal dente in-flaming, he on Eve lar, 
vlac 


Began 10 caſt laſcivious eyes ; she lim 


. y ! 1 
11 8 
1 
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bimtonly repaid; in luſt they burn: 
Adam thus *gan Eve to dalliance move. 
de“ now I ſee thou art exact of taſte , 
{elegant , of ſapience no ſmall part; 

«to each meaning ſavor we apply, 

i palate call judicious : I the praiſe 

41! thee, ſo well this day thou hait purvey'd. 
kd pleaſure we have loſt, while we abſtain'd 
an this delightful fruit, nor known *cill now 
we relich , taſting : if ſuch pleaſure be 

things to us forbidd'n, it might be wish'd , 
Ats one tree had been forbidden ten. 

tcome ! ſo well refresh, now let us play, 
ect is, aſter ſuch delicious fare: 

„ never did thy beauty, fince the day 

inthe ficſt, and wedded thee, adorn'd 

fall perfection, ſo in- flame my ſenſe 
nardor to enjoy thee ; fairer now 

derer; bounty of this virtuous tree! 

laid he, and ſorbore nor glance, or toy 
morous intent; well underſtood 

be, whoſe eye darred contagious fire, 

und he ſeiz'd, and to a shady bank, 

« over-head with verdant roof imbowr'd , 
& her nothing loth : flow'rs were the couch; 
les, and violets, and aſphodel, 

Macinth, earth's fresheſt ſofteſt lap. 

they their fill of love, and love's diſport 
largely; of their mutual guilt the ſeal , 
olꝛce of their ſia ; till dewy fleep 

lime I. B. > 
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Oppreſs'd them, weary'd with their amorous play 
Soon as the force of that fallacious fruir, | 
That with exhilarating vapor bland 
About their ſpirits had plaid, and inmoſt pow's 
Made err, was now exhal'd; an! grofſer ſleep, | 
Bred of unkindly fumes , with conſcious dreamg 
{ncumber'd, now had left them; up they roſe 
As from un-reſt : and each the other viewing , 
Soon found their eyes how open'd, and their minds 
How darken'd ! Innocence, that (as a vell) 
Had shadow'd them from knowing 111, was gong 
Juſt confidence, and native righteouſneſs , 
And honor, from about them: naked left 
To guilty shame! he cover'd; but his robe 
Uncover'd more: ſo roſe the Danite ſtrong , 
Herculean Sampſon, from the harlot-lap 
Of Philiſtean Dalilak ; and wak'd 
Shorn of his Arengrh : they, deſtitute, and batt 
Of all their virtue ! Silent, and in face 
Confounded, long they ſar, as ſtrucken mute: 
Till Adam, though no leſe than Eve abash'd, 
At length gave utterance to theſe words conſtrain 
O Eve / in evil hour thou didſt give car ! 
To that falſe vorm, of whom'oever taught Þ 
To counterfeit man's voice: true in our fall, 3 
Falſe in our promis'd riſing : ſince our eyes 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know | 
Both good, and evil ! ..., good loſt, and evil got! 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to kn 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honor your, 
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0finnocence , of faith, of purity , 


la fi | 
1 (Out vonted ornaments, ) now ſoll'd, and ſtain'd 
uud in our faces evident the hgns 
0f foul concupiſcence ; whence evil ſtore z 
5 En shame the laſt of cvils; of the firit 
9 # 
45 j: ſure then | « » . How shall I brhold the face 
any . | "es" wo iS 
A {:ncforth of God, or Angel, erſt with joy 
ind rapture ſo oft beheld + Thoſe heay*nly shapes 
"I Vill dazzle now this earthly, with their Llaze 
unde 9 4 ' . * * 
\ | byterably bright, O! might 1 here 
u ſolitude live ſavage ; in fome „lade 
gone * ; 


bſcur'd, where —__— woods ( impenetrable 
it, or ſun- ligt ſpread theit umbrage broac 


lad brown as evemng ! Cover me, ye pines! 


le c:Cars, with innnmerabic Loughs 


g eme, where 1 may never {ce them more 

"A let us NOW, AS i511 bad plight , deviſe 
me | Nat beit may for the preſent ſerve co hide 

fetts of each from other , that ſeem mot; 

ute ame obnoxious, and unſeemlieſt ſecn. 
4, ice, whoſe broad ſmooth leaves together 
ſtrain od, 
f  21rded on our loins, may cover round 
- de middle parts; that this new-comer, shame, 
u. de lit not, and reproach us as unclean, 
8 by uaſer's he , and both wah Tent 
<p te thicket wood : there ſoon they choſe 
1 g- tree: not that kind for n renown'd 3 
* lach as at this day (to Indians known 


Laabar, Or Dec an) ſpreads her Ams 
RB b '; 
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Branching fo broad, and long, that in the grole 
ne bended twins take root, and daughters 
About the morner tree; a pillar'd shade 
High over-atch'd, and echoing walks berwecy, 
There oft the In ian hetdſwman Shunning hear. 
mnelters in cool , and tends his paſturing herds 
At joop-holes cut thro? thickeſt shade. Thoſe 1:avcyl 
they garher'd, broad as Amaonian targe : 
And, with what skill they had, together fow's , 
To gird their wailt : vain covering, if te hide 
their guilt, and dreaded shame: O! how uilike | 
To that firſt naked glory! ( ſuch of late. 
Columbus found th' American, ſo girt 
With feather'd cincture; naked elſe, and wild 
Among the trees, on iſles, and woody shores. 
A hus fene d, and, as they thought, their shame in pa; 
Cover'd, but not at reſt, or eaſe of mind, | 
I hey fat them down to weep. Nor only rears 
Rain'd at their eyes; but high winds worle with 
Began to riſe , high paſſions, anger, hate , 
Miſtruſt, ſuſpicion, diſcord, and shook fore 
"Their inward ſtate of mind; calm region once 
And full of peace, now roſt, and turbulent ! 
bor, underſtanding rul'd not; and the will 
Heard not her lore! but, in ſubjection now 
To ſenſual appetite, who from bencath 
Uſurping , over ſoy'rezgn reaſon claim'd 
Superior fway : from thus diftemper'd breath, 
Adam, eſtrang*'d in look, and alter d ful 
Speech intermitted thus to Exe renes 


210 
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Would thou hadſt hearken'd to my words, and 
ſtay'd 

nme, as I beſought thee, when that ſtrange; 
te of wand'ting, this unhappy morn , 
nor not whence poſſeſs'd thee 1 We had then 
— ſtill happy; not, as now, deſpoil'd 
v1 WO! 31! our good; sham'd , naked, miſerable... +. 
let none hencetort ſeck needleſs cauſe r'approve 


1 
1 4 


4 ie taich they owe: when earneſtly they ſeck 
. ich vroof , conclude, they then begin to fail. 
ke Jo hom, ſoon mov'd with touch of blame, thus 
Eve. 
Fat so ds have paſy'd thy lips, Adam ſevere ! 
Id rh ton that to my default, or will 
8. Nuand' ring (as thou call ft it) wihich, who knows 
n night as ill have happen'd thou being by; 
thy ſelf pechaps: hadſt thou been there, 
18 rte th att erupt, thou could? not have diſcern'd 
with wd in the ſerpent , ſpeaking as he ſpake; 
ground of enmity berxecn us known, 
he should mean me ill, or ſcek to harm. 
ce Ju] to have never parted from thy ſide? 


gdod have grown there ſtill a lifeleſs rib! 

eng ag Jam, why didſt not thou, the head, 
nnd me abſolutely not to go, 

dug into ſuch danger, as thou ſaid'ſt? 

% facil then, thou didſt not much gain-ſay; 
, didſt permit, approve, and fair diſmiſs. 
a thou been firm, and fix'd, in thy diſſcnt, 
Ker had! tranſgreſs d nor thou with me 
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To whom, then firſt incens'd, Alan 
Is this the love, is this the recompent: 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve expret 
Immutable, when thou vert loſt, not; 
Who might have liv'd, and joy'd immort: 
Vet willingly choſe rather death with the: 
And am I now upbraided, as the cauſ 
Of thy tranſgretiing! . . Not enough! 
It ſeems, in my reſtraint! .. . What could! 
I warn'd thee, I admomish'd thee ? forcto! 
The danger, and the lutking enemy 
i nat 15 in Waits bevond this, had de 
And force upon freeew:ll hath here nog 
Put, confidence then bore thee on + 
Either to met no dangcr, or to and 
Matter of glorious tryal. And perhaps 
I alſo err'd, in over-much adimirins 
What ſeem'd in thee fo perfect, that! 
No eval dur attempt thee : but, rue 
That error now, 4 hich is become Ay cri 
And thou th accuſer | . . Ihus it Shall 
Him, who to worth in women overt ter 
Lets her will tule: te traint she will pot 
Ard left to herſelf, if evil thence neu 
She firit his veak anduigence wall accule. 
Thus they in mutual accuſation ſpen 
The fruitle's hours ; but neither ſe:f-concernntt tt 
And of their yain conteſt appeat'd no env, 


The End of the ninth Bok; 
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